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Capital  gains  tax  to  go  ahead  as  planned  on  January  1 


PWME  Munster  Yitzhak  Rabin  yester¬ 
day  decided  that  the  capital  gains  tax  on 
stock  market  profits  will  go  ahead  as 
planned  on  January  1. 

Following  his  third  meeting  with  Fi¬ 
nance  Munster  Avraham  Shohat  in  two 
days  Rabin  came  out  in  support  of  his 
economic  policy-maker  despite 

badThfo?  W  *** 13351  week  10  squarely 

“The  capital  gains  tax  will  be  imple- 
mented,  as  planned,  on  January  l, 
1995.  However,  we  will  follow  its  im¬ 


plementation  closely  to  test  it  and  to  fix 
what  needs  fixing.  AH  this  while  the  law 
is  implemented”  Rabin  said  after  the 
afternoon  meeting. 

Last  night,  Rabin  met  in  his  office 
with  Shohat  and  ministry  officials,  His- 
tadrut  representatives  and  industrialists 
to  discuss  the  development  of  a  com¬ 
prehensive  economic  program  which 
will  solve  the  problem  of  the  overval¬ 
ued  shekel. 

They  also  discussed  the  “package 
deal”  being  considered  by  the  Treasury 
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and  the  Histadrut.  Participants  in  the 
meeting  included  Danny  Gillerman. 
head  of  the  federation  of  Israeli  Cham¬ 
bers  of  Commerce,  and  Dan  Propper, 
chairman  of  the  Manufactures’ 
Assodatioa. 

The  business  leaders  decided  last 
night  to  come  up  with  an  agreed  socio¬ 
economic  program  by  mid-January. 
Participants  said  that  most  economic 
figures  are  good,  even  by  international 


standards.  However,  they  pointed  to 
some  areas  that  require  attention,  in¬ 
cluding  inflation  and  export 
profitability. 

Shohat  noted  yesterday  that  the  capi¬ 
tal  gains  law  will  go  into  force  without 
any  changes  and  that  it  'will  be  subject 
to  amendments  as  any  law  is  if  circum¬ 
stances  require  it.  “It  is  the  natural 
course  of  legislation  that  it  can  be 
changed.  After  all  the  official  title  of 


the  stock  market  tax  law  is  Amendment 
100  to  the  Income  Tax  Law,”  said 
Shohat, 

Asked  why  be  kept  the  nation  in 
suspense  and  added  to  economic  uncer¬ 
tainty  by  putting  the  future  of  the  tax  in 
question,  Rabin  replied  that  be  thought 
it  was  worthwhile  to  review  the  deci¬ 
sion. 

The  Tel  Aviv  Stock  Exchange 
jumped  3.25  percent  before  Rabin’s  an¬ 
nouncement,  pushed  by  tbe  belief  that 
the  capital  gains  tax  law 


would  be  amended. 

Following  the  announcement,  the 
pendulum  swung  back. 

By  1:45  p.m.  tbe  Maof  and  Two- 
Sided  indexes  had  jumped  3.25%  on 
demand  of  NIS  88  million.  Five  min¬ 
utes  later,  after  Rabin  came  on  the 
radio,  the  market  began  to  deteriorate 
rapidly,  dropping  2.8%  within  15  min¬ 
utes.. 

By  4:00  p.m.  more  than  60%  of 
shares  were  trading  at  a  loss  and  the 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


President  Jizer  Wemnan,  accompanied  by  Egyptian  President  Hosni  Mubarak,  reviews  an  honor  guard  in  Cairo  yestrariay.(AP) 

Weizman,  Mubarak  discuss  Syrian  role 


EGYPT  is  making  a  special  effort 
to  improve  relations  with  Israel 
because  of  Jerusalem's  sensitivity 
to  the  recent  strain  in  ties,  a  se¬ 
nior  Israeli  official  said  here 
yesterday. 

“They  appear  to  be  taking  Is¬ 
raeli  public  opinion  into  account, 
virtually  for  the  first  time,  and  to 
be  reacting  accordingly,'’  the  of¬ 
ficial  said  on  tbe  first  day  of  a 
three-day  state  visit  by  President 
Ezer  Weizman  and  his  wife 
Reuma. 

The  Weizmans  are  “being  host¬ 
ed  by  President  Hosni  Mubarak 
at  the  luxurious  Koba  Palace,  the 
official  presidential  guest  house. 
In  addition,  they  are  being  ac¬ 
companied  by  Tourism  Minister 
Mamdouk  Beltagi  -  a  step  which 
goes  beyond  protocol,  the  official 
pointed  out.  He  also  noted  that 
Cairo  pressed  for  the  visit. 

The  Syrian  role  in  the  peace 
process  came  up  in  the  tails  be¬ 
tween  tbe  two  presidents. 

After  a  short  welcoming  cere¬ 
mony  at  the  airport,  tbe  Weiz- 
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mans  and  Mubarak  drove  to  Al- 
Itahadiya  Palace,  where  tbe  pres¬ 
ident  bas  his  offices.  Shortly  be¬ 
fore  meeting  with  Weizman, 
Mubarak  conferred  with  Syrian 
President  Hafez  Assad. 

Mubarak  reportedly  made 
clear  he  would  attempt  to  give 
momentum  to  the  peace  process 
when  he  meets  with  Assad  and 
King  Fahd  of  Saudi  Arabia  in 
Riyadh  before  the  end  of  the 
month. 

Weizman  described  the  talks  as 
preliminary,  noting  that  most  of 
the  substantive  issues  will  be 
dealt  with  today,  in  his  meetings 
with  Mubarak  and  leading  cabi¬ 
net  ministers. 

After  meeting  Mubarak,  Weiz¬ 
man  drove  some  50  km.  to  the 
Tenth  of  Ramadan,  a  new  indus¬ 
trial  town  being  built  to  attract 
people  away  from  the  capital.  It 
is  named  for  the  day  the  Yom 


Kippur  War  broke  out,  according 
to  the  Moslem  calendar. 

Weizman  saw  schools  and 
boosing  complexes  being  con¬ 
structed  en  route,  then  met  with  a 
dozen  businessmen  and  industri¬ 
alists  to  discuss  means  of  sim¬ 
plifying  tariffs  in  bilateral 
trade. 

Some  100.000  people  already 
live  in  the  city,  which  has  several 
large  commercial  enterprises.  In 
a  giant  textile  plant.  Weizman 
chatted  amiably  with  women  in 
fundamentalist  garb  as  they 
sewed  fashionable  outfits. 

During  the  afternoon,  accom¬ 
panied  by  two  generals.  Weiz¬ 
man  laid  a  wreath  on  the  grave  of 
Anwar  Sadat,  opposite  the 
grandstand  where  he  was  shot, 
and  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown 
Soldier.  Ir  was  an  impressive  cer¬ 
emony,  with  an  Egyptian  military 
band  twice  playing  “Hatikva." 


but  Mubarak  did  not  attend. 

The  presidential  motorcade 
held  up  Cairo’s  chaotic  traffic, 
but  drivers  and  passersby  alike 
seemed  to  be  taking  the  visit  with 
interest. 

People  on  rooftops  and  in  win¬ 
dows  of  buildings  stared  silently 
as  the  vehicles  bearing  small  Is¬ 
raeli  flags  traveled  the  highways. 
No  Israeli  flags  fly  in  the  streets, 
although  one  flies  above  Koba 
Palace. 

The  Egyptian  media  covered 
the  ceremonial  aspects  of  the  vis¬ 
it,  and  Cairo  radio  reported  that 
Egypt  would  press  Israel  on  the 
issue  of  nuclear  disarmament, 
without  which,  it  said,  there 
could  be  no  full  peace.  One  In¬ 
formation  Ministry  official,  how¬ 
ever,  said  the  visit  is  not  causing 
unusual  attention,  since  Egyp¬ 
tians  are  used  to  having  Israeli 
officials  visit. 

Tonight.  Mubarak  is  hosting  a 
state  dinner  for  the  Weizmans  to 
which  the  cream  of  Egyptian  soci¬ 
ety  has  been  invited. 


IDF  officers  met  Syrian 
envoy  on  Golan  status 


DAN  IZENBERG 


A  GROUP  of  IDF  officers  pre¬ 
sented  plans  to  Syria’s  ambassa¬ 
dor  in  Washington  displaying  Is¬ 
rael’s  maximum  Golan 
withdrawal  proposals,  Likud 
chairman  Binyamin  Netanyahu 
told  the  Knesset  Foreign  Affairs 
and  Defense  Committee 
yesterday. 

Foreign  Minister  Shimon 
Peres,  who  briefed  the  commit¬ 
tee,  did  not  deny  that  IDF  offi¬ 
cers  had  met  with  the  Syrian  am¬ 
bassador,  but  added  that  they 
had  not  shown  him  withdrawal 

^  “I  assume  that  MK  Netanyahu 
did  not  attend  these  talks  and 
therefore  he  ad  not  see  any  doc¬ 
uments/’  Peres  told  reporters  af¬ 
ter  the  committee  meeting.  “He 
could  not  have  seen  withdrawal 
documents,  because  there  were 
none  ” 

According  to  Channel  2,  Prime 
Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  has 
asked  outgoing  Chief  of  General 
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Staff  LL-Gen.  Ehud  Barak  to  at¬ 
tend  the  talks.  But  this  is  depen¬ 
dent  on  Syria  sending  a  sufficient¬ 
ly  senior  officer. 

Inside  the  committee,  Peres  at 
first  did  not  reply  to  Netanyahu's 
question  on  the  matter.  Later, 
Netanyahu  reportedly  again  de¬ 
manded  to  know  whether  it  was 
true  “that  last  week  a  group  of 
officers  met  with  the  Syrian 
ambassador?” 

“If  you  are  asking  about  last 
week/the  answer  is  no,”  replied 
Peres  with  a  smile. 

There  have  been  reports  that 
an  Israeli  officer  participated  in  a 
recent  meeting  involving  Israeli 
Ambassador  Itamar  Rabinovich 
and  Syrian  Ambassador  Walid 
Mualem.  Tbe  private  talks  be¬ 
tween  Rabinovich  and  Mualem 
have  been  going  on  for  many 
months. 

Recently,  however,  tbe  Ub 
persuaded  Syrian  President  Ha¬ 
fez  Assad  to  indude  army  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  these  meetings  to 
discuss  security  arrangements.  In 
accordance  with  the  agreement, 
Israel  sent  an  officer  to  a  recent 
meeting,  but  the  Syrians  reneged 
at  the  last  moment. 

Since  then,  the  Syrians  have 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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Two  soldiers  killed 
in  security  zone 

Barak:  IDF  will  initiate  operations  in  region 


TWO  IDF  soldiers  were 
killed  and  three  others 
wounded  in  separate  Hizbul¬ 
lah  attacks  in  the  security 
zone  yesterday. 

Maj.  Hamed  Kawan,  30, 
from  Maghar.  near  Safed,  was 
killed  while  leading  his  troops 
in  a  charge  against  gunmen 
who  ambushed  the  force  near 
A-Tireh  in  the  western  sector 
of  the  zone.  Two  other  sol¬ 
diers  were  lightly  wounded  in 
the  clash. 

Sgt.  Hadar  Kehati,  19,  of 
Rehovot,  was  killed  earlier  in 
the  day,  shortly  before  7  a.m., 
when  terrorists  fired  Sager 
anti-tank  missiles,  Katyusha 
rockets,  and  mortars  at  an 
IDF  position  near  Talousa  in 
the  central  sector.  Kehati,  a  ' 
Golani  Brigade  soldier,  was 
hit  by  shrapnel.  Another  sol¬ 
dier  was  lightly  wounded. 

Kehati’s  funeral  is  to  held 
today" at  the  inilitaiy  cemetery  ib 
Rehovot  at  3  p.m,  while  Kawan 
will  be  buried  in  bis  village  ceme¬ 
tery  at  tbe  same  hour. 


DAVID  RUDGE 


Sgt.  Hadar  Kehati 

(IDF  Spokesmaa) 

Chief  of  General  Staff  LL- 
Gen.  Ehud  Barak,  reacting  to  the 
recent  wave  of  Hizbullah- attacks,, 
said  tiie  IDF  would  continue  to 
carry  out  initiated  operations  in 
and  north  of  the  zone. 

He  told  reporters  that  OC 


Northern  Command  Maj. -Gen. 
Amiram  Levine  is  continuing  to 
initiate  operations,  as  his  prede¬ 
cessor,  Maj. -Gen.  Yitzhak  Mor- 
dechai,  had  done. 

“We  will  continue  to  carry  out 
operations  tbat  seem  right  and 
have-  good  prospects  of  hitting 
Hizbullah  and  exploit  our  advan¬ 
tages  on  the  periphery  of  the 
zone  and  north  of  it,”  Barak  told 
reporters. 

He  said  he  could  not  say 
whether  Syria  was  behind  the  lat¬ 
est  wave  of  attacks,  but  Israel’s 
position  was  dear  -  that  Syria 
could  curb  terrorist  operations  if 
it  so  desired. 

The  ambush  near  A-Tireh  oc¬ 
curred  while  an  IDF  unit  was  on 
routine  operational  duties  in  the 
region. 

The  force  came  under  heavy 
anti-tank  and  machine-gun  fire. 
The  IDF  Spokesman  said  tbe  sol¬ 
diers  returned  fire  and  charged 
their  attackers’  position,  during 
tbe  course  of  which  Kawan  was 
JpfllecL  :  .  _ _ 

UNIFIL  spokesman  Timur 
Goksel  said  Irish  troops  in  a  near¬ 
by  UN  post  saw  the  patrol  come 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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King  David  fails  to  topple  government 


Israel,  PLQ  differ 


over 


AFTER  dozens  of  attempts  to 
bring  down  the  governmcDt,  the 
opposition  parties  yesterday 
harnessed  King  David  to  their 
cause. 

But  even  the  slayer  of  Goliath 
could  not  defeat  the  govern¬ 
ment,  which  easily  turned  back 
motions  by  the  National  Reli¬ 
gious  Party,  United  Torah  Juda¬ 
ism,  and  Moledet  over  a  com¬ 
ment  made  by  Foreign  Minister 
Shimon  Peres  during  a  plenum 
debate  last  week. 

The  vote  was  5641,  with  one 


abstention.  The  five  Shas  MKs 
did  not  take  part  in  the  vote,  and 
Moledet's  Shaul  Gutman 
abstained. 

Justice  Minister  David  Liba  i 
must  have  made  one  of  the  most 
laconic  defenses  of  any  govern¬ 
ment,  when  he  replied  to  the 
motion,  presented  byAvraham 
Ravitz,  by  first  expressing 
agreement  with  Ravitz’s  ringing 
conclusion  that  “David,  the 
king  of  Israel,  lives  on.” 

“Distinguished  Speaker, 
MKs,  indeed,  David,  king  of  Is- 


No  instant  solutions 
in  Lebanon 


COMMENT 


alon  pinkas 


ISRAEL  repeatedly  describes  the  reality  in  south  Lebanon  as  an 
intricate  war  of  attrition,  influenced  by  more  variables  and  actors 
than  just  those  militarily  involved.  ,  T  . 

It  is  a  complex  game  in  which  Israel,  Syria,  the  South  Lebanon 
Army,  Iran,  Lebanon,  the  Israeli-Syrian  peace  process,  and  Islam¬ 
ic  fundamentalism  are  all  interwoven  into  an  almost  intractable 
political-military  fabric. 

While  attrition  primarily  refers  to  endurance  and  defines  an 
operational  or  strategic  goal,  the  military  characteristics  of  this  war. 
specifically  the  power  ratios,  suggest  that  it  is  a  guerrilla  war.  When 
Hizbullah  imposes  a  war  of  attrition  on  a  far  stronger  IDF  and  its 
proxy  militia  (the  SLA),  and  when  the  casualty  ratio  is  just  slightly 
higher  than  one-to-one  in  Israel's  and  the  SLA’s  favor,  then 
Hizbullah  can  justifiably  proclaim  a  military  achievement. 

Although  Israel  potentially  controls  escalation,  in  that  it  can 
dictate  the  timing,  the  area,  and  the  force  used.  Hizbullah's 
initiatives  determine  the  'rules  of  daily  confrontation,  even  if  the 
IDFs  top  brass  talk  of  successful  Israeli  initiatives  beyond  the 
security  zone. 

The  pattern  of  Hizbullah’s  military  activities  in  the  last  year  is 
extremely  difficult  to  effectively  counter  and  defeat.  Hizbullah  has 
not  only  transformed  itself  into  a  disciplined  fighting  force,  but  has 
added  versatility  to  its  use  of  firepower  and  movement. 

Hizbullah  fires  its  longer-range  weapons  -  Sager  anti-tank  mis¬ 
siles,  mortars,  and  Katyusha  rockets  -  in  salvos  against  the  array  of 
fixed  IDF  outposts.  They  are  easily  mobile  weapons  systems 
(supplied  in  abundance  by  Iran  through  Syria),  which  makes 
detecting  the  origin  of  the  fire  and  counterbattery  fire  difficult. 

Secondary  attacks  then  take  place  against  EDF  patrols  and 
convoys  moving  to  and  from  the  outposts,  and  at  times  an  outpost 
is  attacked. 

This  guerrilla  war  of  attrition  bas  become  the  status  quo  in  south 
Lebanon.  Given  the  political  constraints  (e.g.  the  understandings 
reached  in  1993),  and  lessons  of  previous  less- than -successful 
incursions  and  invasions  (1978,  1982.  1988.  1993),  there  is  no 
effective  military  response,  only  a  harsh  political  dialogue  with 
Syria. 

It  may  weaken  Israel  to  expect  Syria  to  solve  the  problems,  and 
it  is  inaccurate  and  misleading  to  assume  that  Syria  is  omnipotent  in 
south  Lebanon  and  that  Hizbullah  has  no  life  or  interests  of  its 
own. 

But  the  fact  is  that  Syria  can,~but  Wifi  not  radically  intervene  to 
change  reality.  It  does  not  serve  Hafez  Assad's  interests,  and  the 
sooner  Israel  realizes  this,  the  better  its  own  interests  will  be 
served. 


Gur  calls  for  expansion 
of  Ma’aleh  Ariumim 


DEPUTY  Defense  Minister  Mor- 
dechai  Gur  yesterday  called  for 
increased  bousing  construction 
around  Ma’aleh  Adumim  to 
strengthen  Israel’s  bold  on  territo¬ 
ries  just  east  of  Jerusalem. 

Gur  visited  the  settlement  and 
promised  local  leaders  he  would 
raise  the  issue  in  the  cabinet 
He  also  backed  the  local  leaden 
request  that  the  army  roadblock 
now  situated  between  Ma'aleh 
Adumim  ami  Jerusalem  be  moved 
east  of  tbe  settlement 
Over  the  past  four  years,  Ma'a¬ 
leh  Adumim's  municipal  bound¬ 


aries  have  been  increased  by  some 
20  percent  as  efforts  were  made  to 
expand  the  city,  according  to  May¬ 
or  Benny  KashrieL 

The  city  numbers  some  20,000 
residents.  The  number  should  tri¬ 
ple  in  tbe  coming  years,  if  the  gov¬ 
ernment  follows  through  on  build¬ 
ing  plans  already  approved, 
Kashriel  said. 

Kashriel  reiterated  the  city’s  de¬ 
mand  that  a  Beduin  tribe  camped 
nearby  be  evicted  to  make  way  for 
housing  construction.  An  appeal 
of  the  eviction  by  the  tribe  is  being 
considered  by  the  army.  (Trim) 


Domestic  violence  treatment  center  opened  in  capital 


A  Jerusalem  center  for  treating 
and  preventing  domestic  violence 
was  opened  yesterday  in  a  cere- 


CORRECTION 

The  Gerer  rebbe  is  Rabbi  Pinhas 
Menachem  Alter,  and  not  as  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday. 


mony  attended  by  Labor  and  So¬ 
cial  Affairs  Minister  Ora  Namir. 

The  center  was  established 
through  the  efforts  of  the  minis¬ 
try,  the  Jerusalem  Municipality 
and  WIZO.  Another  12  such  cen¬ 
ters  for  battered  women  are  lo¬ 
cated  throughout  the 
country.  lam 


With  deep  sorrow  we  announce  the  death  of  our 
father  and  grandfather 

DAVID  GREENZAID 

The  funeral  will  take  place  at  the  Herzliya 
municipal  cemetery  today, 

Tuesday,  December  20, 1 994,  at  2:30  p.m. 

The  family 


With  deep  sorrow,  we  announce  the  passing  of  our 
beloved  husband,  father  and  grandfather 

MARTIN  WEINSTEIN 

The  coffin  win  arrive  this  afternoon,  Tuesday,  December 
20  on  B  Al  flight  008  and  the  funeral  will  take  place 
approximately  1 1/2  hours  later,  at  Erete  Hachaim 
Cemetery,  Beit  Shemesh. 

Beatrice  Weinstein 
Paul  Weinstein 
Ira,  Dorothy,  Rachel,  Odella, 
Nitzan,  Aviad  and  Eyal  Weinstein. 
Shiva  at  5/3  Mishol  Uzrad,  Ramot,  Jerusalem, 


DAN  IZENBERG 

reel,  lives  on,”  said  Liba’i.  "In 
the  name  of  the  government,  I 
ask  you  to  strike  the  no-confi¬ 
dence  motions  from  the  agenda. 
Thank  you  very  much." 

The  religious  parties  were  in¬ 
censed  last  week,  when  Peres, 
during  a  Taucous  debate  on  the 
awarding  of  the  Nobel  Prize  to 
himself.  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin,  and  PLO  Chairman 
Yasser  Arafat,  referred  to  the 
story  of  King  David  and  Bat- 


sheva.  saying  he  did  not  regard 
David  as  a  model  of  Jewish  val¬ 
ues  in  all  of  his  conduct. 

Ravitz  accused  Peres  of 
speaking  with  “mockery  and 
contempt,”  and  said  be  had 
“hurt  the  feelings  of  millions  of 
Jews  throughout  the  world, 
innocent  Jews  who  awake  in  the 
morning  and  recite  Psalms,  or 
those  who  read  the  Book  of 
Psalms  each  day,  Jews  for 
whom  Kind  David  is  supremely 
holy.” 

Secular  MK  David  Mena  (Li- 


kod)  also  got  into  the  act.  “T£e  - 

values  of  the  Bible  are  shared  by  dan  HI 

all  the  people  of  Israel,  he 

said.  “Injury  to  the  values  of  the  ••  •  .  .  .  •  •  •-  •  ' 

Bible  or  the  sanctity  of  the  Bible  THE  Palestinians;  are  demanding 

is  an  injury  to  many  people  — to  ,  that  the  interim 

us  tome  toothers.”  1  authority  number  80.representa- 

After  Mena's  speech.  Labor  :  fives  while  Israel  is  insisting  on 
faction  chairman  Eli  Dayan  told  3040,  Foreign  Minister  Shimon 
the  NRP  UTJ,  and  Moledet  Pots  fold  the  Knesset  Foreign 
they  had  made  their  point  and  Affairs  and  Defense  Committee 
appealed  to  them  to  drop  the  yesterday.  :  ,  ■_/  ;  - 

motion  But  NRP  chairman  Ze-  Peres  said  that  during  last 
vulun  Hammer  refused,  and  the  week’s  meeting  between  thd  is- 
debate  continued.  radi  and  Palestinian  delegations- 

in  Cairo,  the  Palestinians  pre¬ 
sented  a  list  of  demands  regard¬ 
ing  tire  romual'and  the  elections. " 
In  addition  to  their-  insistence. 


DAN  IZENBERG 


us,  to  me,  to  others. 

After  Mena's  speech.  Labor 
faction  chairman  Eli  Dayan  told 
the  NRP,  UTJ,  and  Moledet 
they  had  made  their  point  and 
appealed  to  them  to  drop  the 
motion.  But  NRP  chairman  Ze- 
vulun  Hammer  refused,  and  the 
debate  continued. 


residents  of  eastern  Jerusalem  to 
vote  for  the  counefiy  btit  masts 
that  they  cross  into  the  autonomy; 
area  to  cast  their  votes.  The  Pai- 
-estimans  want  to -hold  the  dec-; 
-tions  ill  eastern  Jerusalem  and 
insist  thateasteni  Jerusalem  resk 
dents  be  allowed  to  stand  as  cam 
1  didates  for  the  councxL  '.  • 

Petes  denied  a  report  that  the 
/Foreign.  Ministry  has!  drafted  a 
_  paper  fox  aquick,  first- 

phase  IDF  withdrawai  from  fo-  - 
maUah,Jeain  and  Nablus 


on  an  80-member  council,  the  --‘There .  is. absolutely  no  troth. to 
Palestinians,  want  die  council  to  .  this;”  he  ‘said  in  response  to  :a 
be  divided  into  two  bodies  -  an ;  question  by  Mbshe  Pejed  (Tso- 
executive  and  a  supervisory  met).  “There  was  do jfatAdocb- 
body.  According  to  Feres,  the  inent  and  no  flanaeg  pfrafies  hayg 


Palestinians  regard  the  superviso¬ 
ry  body  as  gimfiar  to  the  office  of 
■  the  State  Comptroller  in  Israel. 
Beqny .  Begin  (Likud)  disputed 
this  assessment,  arguing  that  in 
asking  for  a  supervisory  body,  tbe 
Palestinians  mean  to  establish  a 
legislature. . 

Peres  win  meet  with  PLO 
leader  Yasser  Arafat  at  the  Erez 
checkpoint  in  Gaza  tomorrow  to 
■discuss  speeding  up  negotiations 
over  Palestinian  elections  and 
redeployment  of  IDF  troops^ 
Channel.  One  reported'  last 
night. 

The  rides  remain  divided-over 
the  stains  of  eastern  Jerusalem 
Palestinians  in  the  election  for 


been  menticin^”  v\^P;.''' ;  / 

*  JJeputy  DcfonseMbiBte-Mor- 

dechai  Gur''  said,  yesterday  fear 
Israel  and  tbe  PLg ’are.far  from 

'agredngon'm^p^^^jfosces 

tos  in  th<s  teEriroB«S-  *?*!/ 

Speaking,:  during  a  visit  to 
Ma'aleh  Adfamin.;Gur  said  Isra- 
eLwas  stiSbOaccTned  aboutsecu- 
rity  wthfa  ^Gaza  and  Jericbo. 

.  “Right  mw  ^(are);negotiat- 
ing  the  nfany  points,  -some  of 
them  aarefee  cfinAmiffnn  of  the 
Cairo-  Agreement  and  ;soine  of 
them  pew  onesfespedaIly  qan- 
.  ceding  fee  elections  and  fee  re¬ 
deployment,”  Ghx  said. ;  accard- 


Rahat  resident  Awad  Alkatnani  is  presented  with  a  scholarship  by  ‘Jerusalem  Post’  Vice 
President  Avi  Golan  on  behalf  of  the  Post  Welcome  Home  Fund,  as  Rabat  Mayor  Talai 
Alkrienawi  looks  on.  (Isaac  Hand) 

Palestinian  official:  IDF  okays  reopening 
houses  of  released  Palestinian  prisoners 


the  interim  self-governing :  au-  befajMe  that  we.  are  very  far 

thority,  said  Peres,  withom  elab-  ;  ^ ^  from  bdng  in  a  pdsition  to 
orating.  •  any  agreement  about  that,” 

The  govemmenrhas  reported^ ••  '-.fte  saifUr.  > 

Rabin  appeaas  at  Law  Gommittee 
to  oppose  Jerusalem  bills 

DAN  HENBERd  " 


ISRAEL  has  agreed  to  reopen 
houses  of  Palestinian  prisoners 
released  early  from  life  sentences 
and  allow  others  to  rebuild  their 
homes.  Jamil  Tarifi,  the  head  of 
the  Palestinian  negotiating  team 
on  civil  affairs,  said  yesterday. 

Tarifi  maintained  that  in  his 
talks  with  civil  administration  of¬ 
ficials,  “We  agreed  that  houses 
which  were  sealed  or  demolished 
as  a  result  of  a  security  offense 
committed  by  a  family  member 
who  was  now  released  could  be 
repaired  or  rebuilt.’'  However, 
each  case  requires  full  coordina¬ 
tion  with  the  army,  he  said. 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
market  closed  down  0.25%  on 
high  turnover  of  NIS  145.38m. 
The  Maof  fell  0.44%  to  171.45 
and  the  Two-Sided  slid  0.66%  to 
169.53.  Only  the  Karam,  trading 
earlier  in  the  day,  rose  0.53%  to 
dose  at  15235. 

Rabin  said  that  from  tbe  begin¬ 
ning  he  had  accepted  the  princi¬ 
ple  that  the  stock  market  should 
be  taxed.  “The  problem  was  only 
when  and  in  which  manner  to  do 
it.” 

“Our  ears  will  be  open  to  all 
the  public  which  has  invested  and 
will  invest  in  the  stock  market  In 
this  way,  we  will  fix  whatever  re¬ 
quires  fixing,”  Rabin  stated. 

Later,  Rabin,  who  was  speak¬ 
ing  at  a  special  gathering  of  coali¬ 
tion  MKs  to  discuss  the  1995  bud¬ 
get,  said:  “I  hope  that  the  money 
market,  which  was  in  a  terrible 
state  without  any  connection  to 
the  taxation  of  the  stock  market, 
will  become  a  more  balanced  and 
business-minded,  and  less  of  a 
speculative  operation.” 

Rabin  became  angry  when  Sci¬ 
ence  and  Culture  Minister  Shula- 
mit  Aloof  condemned  the  confu¬ 
sion  of  die  past  10  days,  saying 
that  “all  the- arguments  raised  to¬ 
day  were  known  at  the  time.” 

“I’m  the  prime  minister,”  said 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
under  fire.  He  said  they  saw  the 
soldiers  returning  fire  and  then 
charging,  before  losing  eye 
contact 

Reports  from  Lebanon  said 
IDF  and  South  Lebanese  army 
gunners  blasted  suspected  terror¬ 
ist  targets  north  of  the  zone,  espe¬ 
cially  around  Rashaf,  Hadartha, 
Yatar,  and  Kafra.  According  to 
the  reports,  a  woman  resident  of 
Kafra  was  wounded. 

A  nearby  SLA  post  also  came 
under  fire  in  tbe  course  of  the 
evening,  as  fighting  raged  for  sev¬ 
eral  hours  before  dying  out 
Hizbullah  radio  announced 
that  the  ambush  had  been  earned 
out  by  a  previously  unknown 
group  calling  itself  the  Palestine 
Revolutionary  Islamic  Army. 
Some  Lebanese  observers,  how¬ 
ever,  said  it  was  likely  Hizbullah 
was  using  the  name  to  cover  op  its 
own  activities,  although  they  did 
not  rule  out  the  possibility  of  co¬ 
operation  between  it  and  radical 
Islamic  Palestinian  elements. 

A  senior  source  in  Northern 
Cbmmand  said  the  gunmen  had 
deliberately  fired  at  the  Talousa 


JON  IMMANUEL 

The  IDF  said  it  was  checking 
with  the  civil  administration  and 
Defense  Ministry  on  whether 
there  had  been  a  change  in  poli¬ 
cy,  as  no  houses  had  yet  been 
reported  unsealed. 

Five  months  ago,  Mubarak 
Awad,  the  Washington-based 
civil  disobedience  campaigner 
deported  in  1988,  came  and  orga¬ 
nized  a  group  to  break  open 
sealed  houses  around  Jerusalem. 

The  houses  had  been  inhabited 
by  prisoners  jailed  for  killing  oth¬ 
er  Palestinians  or  for  attacks  on 


TAX 


Rabin,  standing  up  and  interrupt¬ 
ing  Aloni.  “I  take  responsibility 
for  the  delay.” 

Asked  if  he  saw  Rabin’s  deci¬ 
sion  as  a  personal  victory,  Shohat 
responded  by  saying,  “it  is  not  an 
issue  of  whether  I  won  or  not, 
that  is  not  that  important  for  me. 
I  am  very  happy,  though,  that  all 
the  talk  about  possible  changes 
[to  the  law]  bas  disappeared.” 

Economics  Minister  Shimon 
Shetreet,  who  led  the  fight  for 
changing  tbe  law,  interpreted  Ra¬ 
bin’s  decision  as  a  vindication  of 
his  claim  for  the  need  to  amend 
the  law.  “The  lax  will  be  fixed  so 
that  individuals  will  not  have  to 
pay  taxes  on  losses,”  he  said. 

Bank  of  Israel  Governor  Jacob 
Frenkel  came  out  in  support  of 
Rabin’s  decision.  “One  of  our  big 
problems  lately  was  the  excessive 
level  of  uncertainty,  and  any  step 
which  takes  away  some  of  the 
uncertainty  is  a  welcome  step,” 
said  Frenkel. 

Frenkel,  himself,  would  not  di¬ 
vulge  whether  he  would  raise  in¬ 
terest  rates  next  week  and  denied 
that  the  central  bank  could  be 
pressured  into  keeping  rates 
unchanged. 

“Everyone  knows  that  eco- 

SOLDIERS 

position  from  inside 1  Majdal  Sa¬ 
lim  and  Kabrikha,  north  of  the 
zone. 

“They  deliberately  used  the  ci¬ 
vilian  population  in  these  villages 
as  cover  for  their  attack,  in  the 
full  knowledge  that  the  IDF 
would  not  return  fire  into  the  vil¬ 
lages  to  avoid  causing  casualties 
among  innocent  people,”  the 
source  told  The  Jerusalem  Post. 

Hizbullah,  in  a  statement  is¬ 
sued  in  Beirut,  claimed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  attack.  The  state¬ 
ment  said  that  it  had  attacked 
IDF  forces  in  the  Tatopsa  and 
Markabeh  areas. 

The  statement  said  that  later  a 
unit  from  the  Popular  Front  for 
tbe  Liberation  of  Palestine  -  Gen¬ 
eral  Command  had  attacked  an¬ 
other  IDF  unit  in  the  vicinity  of 
Talousa  and  had  hit  a  tank.  There 
was  no  report  of  any  casualties  in 
that  incident,  which  was  not  con¬ 
firmed  by  IDF  sources. 

UN1HL  sources  said  that  dar¬ 
ing  the  course  of  the  gun  battle 
about  a  dozen  Sager  missiles  and 
a  similar  number  of  Katyushas,  as 


military  targets,  released  as  part 
of  the  Cairo  agreement. 

Awad  maintained  that  since 
the  houses  were  sealed  as  part  of 
the  sentence,  they  should  have 
been  unsealed  when  the  prison¬ 
ers  were  released.  However,  the 
army  resealed  them. 

Meanwhile  Tarifi,  a  resident  of 
Ramallah-Ei-Bireh,  said  he 
would  lodge  a  protest  via  the  rivfl 
administration  because,  the  IDF 
has  closed  some  SO  shops  in 
downtown  Ramallah  where  a 
crowd  attacked  soldier  Shmtiel 
Meiri  in  his  car  last  Wed¬ 
nesday. 

nomic  policy  is  not  set  by  requests 
or  according  to  pressures,  but  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  economy’s  needs,” 
he  said. 

Police  and  Energy  Minister 
Moshe  Shahal  surprised  the  coali¬ 
tion  gathering  when  he  came  out 
in  support  of  Rabin’s  dedskm. 

“The  prime  minister  had  no 
other  choice  but  to  accept  tbe 
tax,”  said  Shahal  who,  together 
with  Shetreet,  spearheaded  the . 
drive  against  its  implementation. 
“The  law  is  just  It  is  only  that  the 
way  it  was  passed  and  the  reasons 
given  for  it  were  not  done  proper¬ 
ly.  [But]  any  other  decision 
would  .  have  damaged 
credibility.” 

Pini  Badash,  the  only  Tsomet 
MK  to  support  the  tax,  congratu¬ 
lated  Rabin  and  said  that  a  deci¬ 
sion  not  to  implement  the  tax 
would  have  “disgraced  himself, 
the  government  he  represents, 
and,  above  all,  the  Knesset'’ 

Ariel  Weinstein  (Likud)  said  it 
would  take  another  six  months 
before  the  law  could  be  imple¬ 
mented  because  the  banks  have 
not  even  begun  to  come  to  grips 
with  the  administrative  problems 
involved  in  carrying  it  out 
Shlorno  Bnhbut  (Labor)  called 
on  the  government  to  postpone 
the  implementation  of  the  law. 


PRIME  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
yesterday  accused  opposition 
MKs  of  .trying  to  sabotage  the 
peace  process  by  proposing  legis¬ 
lation  requiring  a  majority  of  80 
MKs  to  change  the  Basic  Law: 
Jerusalem,  which  annexed  the 
eastern  part  of  tire  city  to  Israel. 

In  an  unprecedented  appear¬ 
ance  before  tire  Law  Committee, 
Rabin  tried  to  persuade  its  mem¬ 
bers  not  to  support  the  bills,  pro-, 
posed  by  Uzi  Landau  (Likud): 
and  Yitzhak  Levy  .  (NRP).  Tire 
bills  were  approved  by  the  ple¬ 
num  in  preliminary  reading  fast 
year. 

The  committee  is  now  prepar¬ 
ing  the  legislation  for  first  read¬ 
ing,  though  opposition  MKs  have 
accused  chairman  Dcdi  Zucker 
of  procrastinating,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  burying  the 

“The  aim  of  this  legislation  is 
not  to  guarantee  tbe  unity  of  Je¬ 
rusalem,  but  to  sabotage  the  ne¬ 
gotiations  [with  the  Palestinians] 
before  we  even  get  to  the  subject 


of  Jenrsalemu”  said,  Rabin.' 

He  also  charged  that  “the  very 
raising  ofthe  issue  only  serves  to 
create  the  impression  that  there  is 
not  a  national  consensus,  as  if  to 
say  someone  is  even  considering 
•  yielding  on  the, issue ...  I  do  not 
not  need  anyone’s  certificate  of 
approval  regarding  [my  stand]  on 
the  uinfication  of  Jerusalem.” 

;  Jerusalem  Mayor  EimdOlinert 
(Likad).  sard  the  question  of  the 
city's  future  status  has-changed 
drastically  as  a  result  of  the  Oslo 
Accord,  which  formally  commit¬ 
ted  Israel  to  negotiate  issue 
with  the  PLO.  ;/ V 
’  :  “TbOT  fa  no  tkmbt  Tn  my  mind 
that  over  tire  past  year,  Palestin¬ 
ian  expectations  regarding  con¬ 
cessions  on  our  part  regarding  Je¬ 
rusalem  have  been  raised,” 
Olmert  said.  “Tt  fa  absolutely 
dear  that  the  government's  deci¬ 
sion  to .  include.  Jerusalem  as  a 
formal  item  in  the  negotiations 
says  we  are  open  to  concessions.  ” 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Shahal:  Edri’s  treatment  to  be  probed 

It  appears  unreasonable  force  was  used  against  Lt.  Oren  Edri 
during  his  arrest  and  interrogation  for  alleged  involvement  in  an 
underground  right-wing  organization,  Police  Minister  Moshe 
Shahal  said  yesterday.  Shahal  told  Israel  Radio  this  was  very 
serious,  and  an  internal  investigation  of  those  responsible  has 
already  been  launched. 


Beduin  goatherd  killed  in  fall 

An  eight-year-old  Beduin  goatherd  was  killed  yesterday,  when 
he  fell  off  a  cliff  in  the  Mitzpe  Zohar  region  of  the  Judean 
Desert  Yonas  Gavua  fell  about  300  meters  to  his  death  after 
going  with  his  sister  to  herd  goats  near  the  Sdora-Arad  road 
Family  members  recovered  the  boy’s  body. 


well  as  mortars,  heavy  machine 
guns,  and  light  weapons  had  been 
"fired  at  the  Talousa  area. 

IDF  and  SLA  gunners  re¬ 
sponded  with  a  barrage  of  heavy 
artillery,  tank  and  mortar  fire. 

Reports  from  Lebanon  said 
much  of  the  return  fire  was  con¬ 
centrated  at  the  outskirts  of  Maj¬ 
dal  Salim  and  Kabrikha,  but 
there  were  no  reports  of  any 
shells  falling  inside  the  villages. 

In  its  attacks,  Hizbullah  has 
demonstrated  a  high  degree  of 
intelligence  and  an  ability  to 
choose  targets  and  bit  them  al¬ 
most  with  impunity.  The  long- 
range  attack  on  Talousa  also  in¬ 
volved  a  range  of  weaponry  from 
Hizbullah’s  arsenal,  giving  an  in¬ 
dication  of  its  military 
capabilities. 

One  Lebanese  radio  station  re¬ 
ported  that  two  Hizbullah  gun¬ 
men  had  been  killed  by  IDF  re¬ 
turn  fire,  although  there  was  no 
official  confirmation  from  other 
sources,  and  it  was  unclear  which 
of  the  attacks  the  radio  was  refer¬ 
ring  to. 


GOLAN 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
relented,  and  both  sides  are  due  talks, 
to  send  military  representatives  Peres  t 
to  a  meeting  between  Rabinovich  talks  beh 
and  Muaiem  this  week.  have  been 

Peres  told  the  committee  Israel  ruption.  “ 
was  waiting  to  see  the  rank  of  the  ing  on  vj 
soldier  the  Syrian  government  “TTiey  are 
planned  to  send  before  choosing  a  way  whi 
its  own  representative  to  the  tial  iwa.iic 


Peres  told  reporters  that  the 
talks  between  Israel  and  Syria 
have  been  going  on  without  inter¬ 
ruption.  “However,  they  are  go- 
“8°n  ve,7  slowly,"  he  said. 

They  are  not  being  conducted  in 
a  way  which  can  lead ‘to  substan¬ 
tial  results.” 
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Shalgi  Commission  finds  no  evidence 
of  illegal  adoption  of  Yemenite  children 


UAT  COLLINS 

SIXTY-FIVE  of  the  505  Ye- 
memte  children  whose  disap- 
pearance  was  investigated  by 
the  Shalgi  Committee  have  stiU 


accounted  for,  but 
»s  no  indication  that  they 
ac- 


°ot  been 
there 

Hv?  the.,Yiclims  of  criminal  «t- 

the  mai 1  adoption-  This  is 

w  fi"d,n*  of  report 
Judge  Moshe  Shalgi  submitted 
to  Pnme  Minister  Yitzhak  Ra¬ 
bin  yesterday. 

Th®  Shalgi  Commission,  like 

the  1967  Bahalul-Minkovsky 
Commission,  investigated  the 
disappearance  of  Yemenite  chil¬ 
dren  between  1948  and  1954.  The 
Yemenite  community  has  consis¬ 
tently  claimed  the  children  were 
stolen  from  hospitals  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  homes  and  adopted  by 
childless  Holocaust  survivors. 
Neither  report  found  evidence  of 
mass  adoptions,  legal  or 
otherwise. 

Shalgi’s  report,  which  took  six 
years  to  compile,  says  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  the  children  can  be 
attributed  to  the  huge  numbers  of 
immigrants;  the  difficult  physical 
conditions  and  problematic  ab¬ 
sorption  process;  the  generally 
poor  health  of  the  many  children, 
worsened  by  the  harsh  winter 
weather  in  those  years;  language 
difficulties  between  the  Yemen¬ 
ite  immigrants,  who  spoke  a  clas¬ 
sical,  heavily  accented  Hebrew; 
and  problems  because  many  of 
the  children  had  several  names. 

‘Tm  convinced  its  findings  are 
accurate  and  throw  light  on  the 
children’s  disappearance,"  Rabin 
said,  “but  it  cannot  erase  the  pain 
felt  by  the  Yemenite 
community." 

He  will  refer  the  findings  to  the 
cabinet,  before  deciding  whether 
to  accede  to  a  request  by  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Committee  for  Yemenite  Im¬ 
migrants  for  a  state  inquiry  with 
wider  powers. 

Public  committee  chairman 
and  Rosh  Ha’ayin  Mayor  Yigal 
Yosef  refused  to  sign  tbe  report. 
He  disputed  its  findings;  accused 


Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  shakes  hands  with  Judge  Moshe.  Shalgi  after  accepting  his  commission’s  report.  (Brian  Headier) 


Shalgi  of  disseminating  ’disinfor¬ 
mation’;  demanded  a  state  inqiii- 
17;  and  walked  out  of  yesterday's 
press  conference. 

“It  is  ridiculous  to  say  that 
there  were  language  problems  or 
problems  with  the  names.  We 
spoke  Hebrew,  and  the  names 
were  all  good  Hebrew  names  like 
Esther  or  Rahel.  It's  a  lot  easier 
than  the  -miches.  -viches  and  - 
itzes  the  Europeans  came  with." 
he  said. 

Yosef  said  he  remembers  his 
mother  being  turned  away  from 
the  hospital  from  which  his  baby 
sister  Esther  disappeared.  In 


1991,  as  a  result  of  tbe  investiga¬ 
tion,  the  family  was  finally  given 
a  death  certificate.  “But  1  believe 
documents  can  be  falsified.  I  be¬ 
lieve  my  sister  is  still  alive." 

“Many  families  remember  a 
mother  breast-feeding  a  child  one 
day  and  the  next  day  being  told 
the  child  had  died.  In  most  of 
these  cases,  no  death  certificate 
was  issued  and  tbe  parents  were 
not  told  of  the  burial  place."  he 
said. 

Shalgi  rejected  Yosefs  claims, 
and  said  much  of  the  emotional 
response  stemmed  not  only  from 
the  pain  of  losing  a  relative,  but 


also  from  the  treatment  the  immi¬ 
grants  had  received  from  the  es¬ 
tablishment  during  the  early 
years  of  their  aliya. 

"If  a  state  inquiry  is  estab¬ 
lished,  it  will  be.  as  someone  not¬ 
ed,  the  price  to  pay  for  the  fact 
[the  Yemenite  immigrants]  were 
sprayed  with  DDT  and  had  their 
earlocks  cut  off  on  arrival,” 
Shalgi  said. 

Yosef  warned  that  without  a 
state  inquiry,  “the  normally  quiet 
Yemenite  community  could 
explode.” 

Shalgi  accepted  criticism  that 
tbe  commission  had  taken  a  long 


time  -  six  years  -  to  prepare  its 
report,  but  rejected  complaints 
about  its  methods,  based  on 
documentation. 

Asked  why  the  commission 
bad  not  questioned  most  of  the 
parents  of  the  missing  children  or 
hospital  doctors  and  nurses  in¬ 
volved  with  individual  incidents, 
he  said:  “We  didn’t  need  to.  In 
most  cases  we  had  enough  writ¬ 
ten  information  without  speaking 
to  the  parents  and  reopening 
their  wounds.  What  would  have 
been  the  point  of  asking  a  certain 
doctor  if  he  remembered  a  specif¬ 
ic  child?” 


Standards 
set  for 
imported 
sunglasses 

JUDY  SIEGEL 

THE  Health  Ministry  has  finally 
agreed  on  a  standard  for  sun¬ 
glasses  that  will  ensure,  before 
this  summer,  that  only  lenses  that 
protect  against  ultraviolet  light 
may  be  imported. 

A  UV-protective  standard  for 
sunglasses  has  been  demanded 
for  years  by  Prof.  Michael  Bel¬ 
kin,  of  the  ophthalmology  de¬ 
partment  at  Sheba  Hospital,  on 
behalf  of  the  Israel  Ophthalmolo¬ 
gy  Association. 

Years  of  exposure  to  the  dam¬ 
aging  rays  of  sunlight  can  cause 
serious  harm  to  the  eye,  including 
formation  of  cataracts.  Belkin 
has  urged  parents  to  buy  UV- 
protective  sunglasses  even  for 
children. 

But  “UV-Protecting”  stickers 
on  sunglasses  sold  around  the 
country  are  no  guarantee  that  the 
lenses  in  fact  filter  out  most  or  all 
of  the  damaging  UV-1  and  UV-2 
tight. 

Dr.  Avi  Livnat,  head  of  the 
ministry’s  medical  equipment  de¬ 
partment,  said  yesterday  that 
anyone  who  imports  sunglasses 
through  customs  will  have  to  pro¬ 
duce  certification  that  they  meet 
the  standard,  which  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Industry  and  Trade 
Ministry  and  registered  officially 
with  the  Israel  Standards  Insti¬ 
tute  (1SI).  He  noted  that  nothing 
could  be  done  about  sunglasses 
smuggled  in,  but  approved  glass¬ 
es  will  have  to  bear  the  ISI  em¬ 
blem. 


Hospitals  to  ban  mobile  phones 

JUDY  SIEGEL 

A  HOSPITAL  patient  in  Scotland  who  w'asiattached  to  a  computerized 
infusion  pump  nearly  killed  himself  by  calling  home  on  a  cellular 
phone;  the  electromagnetic  field  interfered  with  the  computer’s  dosage 
instructions  to  the  pump. 

The  Jerusalem  Post  has  l  earned  that  the  Health  Ministry  intends  to 
bar  visitors,  patients,  and  most  staffers  from  bringing  cellular  phones 
into  hospitals. 

Dr.  Avi  Lhmat.  head  of  the  ministry's  medical  equipment  depart¬ 
ment,  has  investigated  reports  from  Britain  that  mobile  phones  inter¬ 
fere  with  sensitive  medical  devices,  including  infusion  pumps,  defibril¬ 
lators  and  computerized  monitors. 

“In  Britain,  hospitals  have  installed  signs  asking  those  who  enter 
hospitals  to  completely  turn  off  their  cellular  phones.  Even  when  calls 
are  not  being  made,  the  phones  and  can  interfere  with  medical 
devices,"  Livnat  said  yesterday. 

“The  British  public  will  honor  such  requests,  but  Israelis  are  unlikely 
to  do  so;  therefore,  signs  will  be  posted,  and  we  will  ask  them  to  leave 
their  cellular  phones  at  the  entrance  or  in  their 
car.” 

As  for  doctors  who  need  to  use  them  in  their  work,  they  will  soon 
receive  guidelines  on  bow  to  avoid  causing  medical  devices  to  go 
haywire. 

■  Livnat  added  that  tbe  ministry  has  not  yet  received  any  reports  of 
harm  to  patients  here  from  the  use  of  cellular  phones  in  hospitals. 
However,  he  said,  it  could  happen. 

Politicians  unite  on  protecting  open  landscape 

UAT  COLUNS 


Haredi  paper  seeks  boycott 
of  conference  featuring  Rabin 


HERB  KEINON 


MOLEDET,  Hadash.  Likud,  La¬ 
bor  and  Meretz  politicians  man¬ 
aged  to  agree  on  something  this 
week  -  they  joined  the  Public 
Council  for  the  Protection  of 
Open  Landscape  and  Land  Re¬ 
sources,  which  will  be  formally 
established  Thursday. 

-  Among  those  who  have  al¬ 
ready  registered  with  the  council 
are  Health  Minister  Ephraim 
Sneh,  Environment  Minister 
Yossi  Sarid,  Avrabam  Burg  (La¬ 
bor),  Uzi  Landau  (Likud),  Na¬ 


omi  Chazan  (Meretz),  Rehavam 
Ze’evi  (Moledet).  Yosef  Ba-Gad 
(Moledet)  and  Tamar  Gozansky 
(Hadasb). 

“Israel  is  becoming  one  of  the 
most  crowded  countries  in  the 
world.  The  increase  in  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  being  accompanied  by 
the  construction  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  housing  units,  new 
neighborhoods  and  settlements, 
hundreds  of  dunams  of  roads  and 
interchanges,  industrial  areas  and 
more. 


HAREDI  rabbis  have  been 
called  upon  to  boycott  a  rabbinic 
conference  on  assimilation  be¬ 
cause  the  keynote  speaker  is  Act¬ 
ing  Religious  Affairs  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin. 

The  conference,  scheduled  for 
Thursday  in  Tel  Aviv,  is  being 
organized  by  the  Israeli  Rabbini¬ 
cal  Circle,  headed  by  Rabbi 
Efraim  Zalraanovitch .  chief  rabbi 
of  Mazkeret  Batya.  He  said  the 
conference,  “Between  Israel  and 
the  nations  in  tight  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  with  Jordan,"  will  deal  with 
how  it  is  possible  for  Israeli  youth 
to  retain  their  identity  as  the  bar¬ 
riers  separating  them  from  tbe 
Arabs  begin  to  fall. 

“On  the  one  hand,  the  borders 
are  starting  to  open ;  on  the  other, 
the  court  recognizes  homosexuals 
as  couples,”  Zalmanovitch  said. 
“And  in  the  meantime,  you  have 
Israeli  youth  who  cannot  recite 
Shema  Yisrael.  How  do  we  deal 
with  this.  This  is  something  that 
needs  to  be  addressed." 

Zalmanovitch  said  the  goal  of 
the  conference  is  to  put  tbe  issue 
of  assimilation  within  Israel  on 
the  national  agenda. 

But,  wrote  the  taaiedi  daily 
Yated  Ne'eman  in  its  lead  editori¬ 
al,  the  organizers  could  not  have 
picked  a  worse  keynote  speaker. 

“Wbat  is  absurd  is  that  the  or¬ 
ganizers  of  the  conference  feel 
that  it  can  contribute  to  the  fight 
against  assimilation.”  the  editori¬ 
al  read.  “The  head  of  this  govern¬ 
ment  that  uproots  Jewish  values, 


whose  central  members  set  as  a 
goal  uprooting  all  that  separates 
and  distinguishes  Israel  from  the 
nations,  is  the  one  invited  to  a 
conference  against  assimilation? 
This  is  like  inviting  some  guru  to 
be  the  keynote  speaker  at  a  con¬ 
ference  against  the  plague  of 
cults.” 

The  paper  called  upon  all  the 
rabbis  invited  to  the  conference 
to  boycott  it.  saying  that  going  to 
the  conference  “gives  legitimiza¬ 
tion  to  tbe  government’s  policies 
...  and  encouragement  to  the 
government  that  proudly  tram¬ 
ples  on  Jewish  values  and  pro¬ 
fanes  the  holy.” 

In  addition  to  Rabin,  Haifa 
Chief  Rabbi  She’ar-Yasbov  Co¬ 
hen,  Tel  Aviv  Chief  Rabin  Haim 
David  Halevy.  and  Religious  Af¬ 
fairs  Minister  Director-General 
Ze’ev  Rosenberg  are  scheduled 
to  speak. 

Zalmanovitch  said  Rabin  was 
invited  to  address  tbe  conference 
because  he  is  the  acting  religious 
affairs  minister,  and  that  addi¬ 
tional  funds  are  needed  to  fight 
assimilation. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Couple  charged  with  beating  daughter 

A  Netanya  couple  was  indicted  yesterday  tor  beating  and  trying 
to  strangle  their  14-year-old  daughter  after  suspecting  die  was 
taking  drugs  and  strafing  their  jewelry. 

The  couple,  aged  43  mid  40,  tackled  their  daughter  and  asked 
where  the  gold  was,  while  the  father  held  her  by  the  throat, 
according  to  the  charge  sheet.  When  the  girl  tried  to  free  herself, 
the  father  threatened  to  kin  her  and  began  beating  her  with  a 
guitar,  the  charge  sheet  said.  The  mother  also  beat  the  girl, 
threatening  to  “nhn  her  pretty  face.”  The  trial  will  begin  in 
January.  Itim 

Drug  bust  yields  9  kg.  of  cocaine 

A  Holon  man  was  caught  with  9  kg.  of  cocaine  yesterday,  in 
wbat  police  said  was  one  of  tbe  biggest  drug  busts  ever. 

The  street  value  of  the  cocaine  is  estimated  at  NIS  4.5  million. 
The  suspect,  39,  will  be  brought  before  (he  Tel  Aviv  Magistrate’s 
Court  for  a  remand  bearing  tomorrow.  Itim 

Suspected  murder  victim  buried 

Natalie  Wefcsman-Maigalit,  33,  whose  elderly  parents  are 
suspected  of  killing  her,  was  buried  yesterday.  Her  ex-husband  - 
and  parents,  under  police  guard,  attended  the  funeral. 

The  couple,  74  and  72,  have  denied  all  charges.  Police  say 
they  have  not  made  any  more  progress  in  the  investigation.  Itim 

Meshulam  trial  resumes,  without  defendants 

The  trial  of  Uzi  Meshulam  and  10  of  his  followers  resumed  in 
Tel  Aviv  District  Court  yesterday,  a- day  after  die  defendants  were 
expelled  from  tbe  courtroom  for  unruly  behavior. 

The  defendants  were  not  present,  and  there  was  no  cross- 
examination.  as  they  had  fired  their  lawyers  and  refused  to  allow 
them  in  court. 

Police  sharpshooters  from  the  special  anti-terror  unit  testified 
that  when  Meshulam  was  searched  before  be  met  with  Inspector- 
General  Assaf  Hefetz  in  Yehud,  two  loaded  pistols  were  found 
on  him.  The  police  also  said  that  during  the  siege  of  Meshulam’s 
Yehud  fortress,  in  which  one  of  his  followers  was  killed,  they 
only  fired  at  the  bouse  after  they'  were  fired  upon.  Itim 

Tel  Aviv  bank  victimized  by  cyclist  robber 

A  robber  on  a  bicycle  escaped  with  NIS  80,000  in  cash  yesterday 
from  the  Bank  Discount  branch  at  tbe  intersection  of  Shefer  ADey 
and  Hacarmel  Street  in  Tel  Aviv  yesterday. 

The  35-year-old  robber  entered  the  bank  around  noon, 
pointed  a  weapon  at  a  cashier,  handed  him  a  bag  and  demanded 
be  fill  it  with  cash.  The  cashier  did  as  he  was  told,  and  tbe  robber 
left  quickly,  grabbing  a  bicycle  be  left  outside  and  pedaling  quickly 
away.  Police  are  still  looking  for  him.  Itim 

Brother  and  sister  reunited  after  56  years 

A  Netanya  woman  spoke  to  her  brother  in  Siberia  yesterday  for 
tbe  first  time  in  56  years. 

The  conversation  was  made  possible  by  David  Totzoviteh,  of 
the  Foreign  Ministry,  who  recently  visited  tbe  Jews  of  Siberia.  ■ 
While  in  Omsk,  he  was  approached  by  Isaac  Friedman,  who 
asked  him  to  help  locate  his  sister,  with  whom  he  had  lost  contact 
after  she  made  aliya  from  Warsaw  in  1938.  Tzitzovftch  located 
the  sister,  Haya  Herman,  81,  in  Netanya,  and  a  phone  call  was 
arranged.  Itim 

Lotto  jackpot  hits  NIS  18  million 

After  three  weeks  without  a  winner,  today’s  Lotto  jackpot  has 
reached  NIS  18  million,  the  fourth  time  this  year  it  has  topped 
NIS  15m. 

Forty-one  people  have  become  Lotto  millionaires  this  year, 
five  from  Tel  Aviv,  five  from  Jerusalem,  four  from  Haifa,  three 
from  Holon,  and  two  from  Bnei  BraL  Fourteen  of  the 
millionaires  worked  for  offieis7I5  Were  self-employed,  and  five 
were  retirees.  - 

Lau  joins  interfaith  conference 

Ashkenazi  Chief  Rabbi  Yisrael  Lau  last  week  addressed  an 
interfaith  conference  in  Barcelona  in  which  Sheikh  Mahmoud 
Zagzoug,  dean  of  the  theology  faculty  of  ALAzhar  University, 
the  Dalai  Lama,  and  official  representatives  of  the  Vatican  also 
participated. 

Also  taking  part  in  the  gathering,  organized  by  UNESCO, 
was  Rabbi  Ebud  Bandel.  a  leader  of  Israel’s  Masorti 
(Conservative)  Movement  and  director  of  the  Rabbis  for 
Human  Rights. 


Court  rejects  wiretapper’s  appeal 


PRIVATE  investigator  Honi  Mi- 
zaki’s  appeal  of  his  27-month  sen¬ 
tence  after  being  convicted  on 
nine  counts,  including  wiretap¬ 
ping,  was  rejected  by  Tel  Aviv 
District  Court  yesterday. 

Mizaki’s  lawyer  Zvi  Lidsky  ar¬ 
gued  tbat  his  client  received  an 
overly  harsh  sentence,  and  that 
tbe  Tel  Aviv  Magistrate's  Court 
had  been  unduly  influenced  by 
public  sentiments  concerning 
such  crimes. 

The  prosecution,  however,  ar¬ 
gued  that  MizaJri  should  have  re¬ 


ceived  an  even  harsher  sentence. 

The  court  noted  that  Mizaki 
had  continued  his  wiretapping  af¬ 
ter  his  release  on  bail  on  the 
charges. 

The  Tel  Aviv  District  Court 
judges  also  noted  the  damaf 
caused  by  wiretapping. 
[Magistrate’s  Court]  judge  was 
right  in  stressing  the  seriousness 
of  the  crimes  and  the  severe  dam¬ 
age  caused  by  wiretapping  and 
the  need  to  fight  these  offenses 
which  hurt  individual  privacy,” 
they  said.  (Itim) 
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Tax  crackdown 
nets  NIS  10  million 

THE  government  is  some  NIS  10 
million  richer  after  recent  In¬ 
come  Tax  Authority  operations 
in  the  Lower  Galilee. 

In  one  operation,  tax  men  raid¬ 
ed  517  homes  and  business 
searching  for  people  wiffi  large 
back  tax  bills  or  longstanding  ob¬ 
ligations  they  had  not  arranged  to 
pay.  This  netted  them  NIS  2.6m. 
There  were  216  confiscations  of 
property,  including  eight  cars. 

Tax  men,  accompanied  by  po¬ 
lice,  broke  into  34  homes  and 
businesses,  whose  owners  had 
vanished,  and  confiscated  prop- 
erty,  leaving  the  owners  a  list  ot 
what  bad  been  seized. 

In  an  operation  m  early  No¬ 
vember,  the  tax  authorities  ap- 
preached  people  with  tai  biUs 
id  asked  them  to ananp «W- 
menr  schedule.  More  than  SOO 
such  arrangements  were  reached, 
netting  the  Income  Tax  Author- 


imb 


jty  NIS  7.5m. 


THE  LAST  JEWS  IN  YEMEN 

A  new  color  video  documenting  the  2500  year  old 
Jewish  community  in  Yemen,  just  before  their 
dream  of  Aliyah  to  Israel  was  fulfilled.  Tbe  film 
follows  Tamar  Jarufi-Ungar,  a  young  Israeli  of 
Yemenite  descent  in  search  of  her  ancestral  roots. 
Included  are  scenes  from  places  never  filmed 
before  portraying  Jewish  everyday  life  and  the 
biblical,  religious  practices  of  this  unique  and 
andent  Jewish  enclave.  Filmed  by  Jade  and 
Tamar  Ungar.  Produced  by  Larry  Frisch. 
Narrarated  in  English,  43  min. 

JP  Price  NIS  59.00 


•mzr 
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To:  The  JP  Video  Collection,  POB  81,  Jerusalem 
91000  TeL  02-241282 

Please  send  me  The  Last  Jews  in  Yemen. 
Enclosed  is  my  check  for  NIS  59.00  ea.  payable  to 
The  Jerusalem  Post.  Credit  card  orders  accepted 
by  phone. 

□  VHS-PAL  □  VHS-NTSC  (N.  America) 
For  overseas  air  mail  delivery  please  add  NIS  12.00 
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The  international 
Symphony  Orchestra 

Music  Consultant:  Lorin  Maazei 

Conductor:  Lorin  Maazei 

MAHLER  Symphony  No.  5 

Festive  Opening 

In  the  presence  of  Mr.  Ehud  Olmert, 

The  Mayor  of  Jerusalem 

Jerusalem,  Binyanei  Ha'ooma.  Wednesday,  December  21, 1994  at  20:30 
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A  Gala  benefit  under  the  patronage  of 
Prime  Minister  and  Mrs.  Rabin,  Chairmain  ofALUT. 

Tel-Aviv,  Mann  Auditorium,  Thwsday,  December 22.  1994  at  20:30 
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Jerusalem  Malm  02-256869;  Simof  02-250905;  JerussJem  Symphony  Orchestra  Box  office 
02-611498/9;  Jerusalem  Theater  Box  office  02-610011 .  Tel  Aviv  HaAan  03-5279797;  Kastel  | 
03-5467085;  Lean  03-5270545;  Hasharon 03-5400551/2.  Ra'anana  Mofeum  09-915566 
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Tuesday,  December  20 


Meeting  on  release  of 


US  pilot  canceled 


US  officials  planned  to  try  again 
today  to  meet  with  North  Korea 
after  a  planned  session  to  discuss 
the  return  of  two  American  pilots 
was  canceled  at  the  last  minute. 

“I  know  we  still  want  to  talk 
with  them,”  US  military  spokes¬ 
man  Jim  Coles  said  yesterday 
when  asked  whether  further  ef¬ 
forts  would  be  made  to  set  up  a 
meeting. 

The  White  House  promised 
yesterday  to  “press  very  hard” 
for  the  release  of  the  aviator 
downed  in  North  Korea,  but  said 
the  incident  does  not  need  to  un¬ 
settle  fragile  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  communist  state. 

The  pilots  were  aboard  a  US 
Army  OH-58C  helicopter  that 
strayed  into  North  Korean  terri¬ 
tory  Saturday  and  either  was  shot 
down  or  made  an  emergency 
landing. 

The  White  House  said  David 
Hilemon  of  Clarksville,  Tenn., 
was  killed  and  Bobby  Hall  of 
Brooksville,  Fla.,  “is  alive  and 
reportedly  uninjured.”  Both  pi¬ 
lots  were  chief  warrant  officers. 

A  South  Korean  newspaper 
that  has  been  strong  in  covering 
North  Korean  affairs  quoted  a 
high-ranking  North  Korean  dip¬ 
lomat  at  the  United  Nations  as 
saying  his  country  will  repatriate 
them  quickly. 
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“Considering  the  improving 
relations  between  North  Korea 
and  the  United  States,  the  issue 
of  repatriating  the  pilot  who  is 
alive  and  the  body  of  the  dead 
one  is  expected  to  be  resolved 
soon,”  the  Han-Kyoreh  Shinmun 
quoted  the  unidentified  diplomat 
as  saying. 

“ft  is  unfortunate  to  lose  a  hu¬ 
man  life  in  peace  time,”  the  dip¬ 
lomat  reportedly  said.  “The  trag¬ 
ic  accident  has  to  do  with  the 
armistice  treaty”  that  ended  the 
1950-53  Korean  War. 

The  official  demanded  that 
Washington  sign  a  peace  treaty 
with  North  Korea  to  prevent  sim¬ 
ilar  accidents.  Pyongyang  has 
been  trying  to  replace  the  current 
armistice  with  a  peace  treaty 
through  bilateral  negotiations 
with  Washington,  snubbing 
South  Korea,  which  It  considers  a 
US  puppet. 

The  lack  of  a  peace  treaty 
leaves  the  peninsula  still  techni¬ 
cally  iii  a  state  of  war. 

US  and  North  Korean  officials 
had  been  scheduled  to  meet  yes¬ 
terday  at  the  truce  village  of  Pan- 
munjom,  in  the  heavily  fortified 
Demilitarized  Zone  that  sepa¬ 


rates  the  two  Koreas. 

Duty  officers  on  both  sides  of 
the  border  hold  a  daily  meeting 
there,  the  only  regular  official  con¬ 
tact  .between  North  and  South. 

They  discussed  the  helicopter 
issue  Sunday  but  didn't  yester¬ 
day,  and  the  North  Koreans  can¬ 
celed  a  higher-level  meeting 
scheduled  later  in  the  day.  Coles 
said. 

“The  KPA  (Korean  Peoples 
Army.)  called  at  the  last  minute  to 
say  their  leaders  were  busy  work¬ 
ing  on  their  investigation.”  Coles 
added. 

That  meant  the  main  contact 
yesterday  was  US  Rep.  Bill  Rich¬ 
ardson,  who  went  to  North  Korea 
for  talks  on  the  recent  Washing- 
ton-Pyongyang  nuclear  accord 
and  extended  his  stay  to  help  in 
the  negotiations. 

A  White  House  aide  said  US 
officials  also  were  talking  in  New 
York  with  the  North  Koreans  and 
their  main  allies,  the  Chinese. 

The  United  States  has  said  the 
helicopter  was  unarmed  and  on  a 
routine  training  mission. 

“This  tragic  loss  of  life  was  un¬ 
necessary,"  President  Clinton 
said  Sunday.  He  demanded 
Hall’s  release  and  urged  Richard¬ 
son  to  seek-  “prompt  access”  to 
him. 

(API 


Cvberhate  causes  concern 


Zhan  Videnov,  head  of  Bulgaria’s  Socialist  parly,  celebrates  victory  in  Sofia  yesterday,  (api 


THE  Simon  Wiesenthal  Center  is 
asking  Vice  President  AJ  Gore 
and  an  on-line  computer  service 
to  face  up  to  the  swelling  volume 
of  bate  tirades  on  electronic  bul¬ 
letin  boards  in  cyberspace. 

In  a  letter  last  week  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  Prodigy,  Rabbi  Abraham 
Cooper,  associate  dean  of  the 
Wiesenthal  Center,  requested  that 
the  commercial  on-line  computer 
service  find  a  way  “to  deal  with 
racist  subscribers  who  abuse  Prod¬ 
igy  to  spread  hatred  and  demean 
entire  groups  of  people.” 

In  an  immediate  response. 
Prodigy  spokesman  Brian  Ek  in¬ 
vited  Cooper  and  researcher 
Rick  Eaton  to  come  to  White 
Plains,  NY  and  meet  witb  Prodi¬ 
gy  officials  in  early  January  . 

At  die  same  time.  Cooper  peti¬ 
tioned  Gore,  as  the  highest-rank¬ 
ing  advocate  of  the  budding  in¬ 
formation  superhighway,  to 
convene  a  meeting  of  human 
rights  groups,  educators,  regula¬ 
tory  agencies  and  technological 
experts  “to  develop  strategies  to 
combat  the  abuse  of  the  super¬ 
highway  by  hate-mongers.” 

Cooper  said  that  while  racist, 
antisemitic  and  white  supremacist 
messages  are  found  on  all  of  the 
four  major  commercial  on-line  ser- 
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vices,  be  had  received  the  most 
complaints  from  Prodigy  users. 

The  commercial  services  have  5 
million  subscribers,  including  2m. 
on  Prodigy,  but  these  figures  are 
dwarfed  by  the  20m.  computer  us¬ 
ers  linked  to  the  Internet  global 
computer  network. 

Prodigy  was  the  focus  of  contro¬ 
versy  involving  antisemitic  post¬ 
ings  three  years  ago  and  at  the 
time  worked  with  the  Anti-Defa¬ 
mation  League  to  craft  a  policy 
that  forbids  “blatant  expressions 
of  hatred”  on  its  boards. 

Ek  said  while  this  policy  was  in 
place,  "we  have  more  than  1.7m. 
motes  on  the  board  at  any  given 
time,  and  we  can't  read  them  all.” 

Hie  Wiesenthal  Center  said  it 
has  tracked  more  than  50  sepa¬ 
rate  hate  groups  on  Internet  and 
other  online  services  over  the 
past  few  months. 

While  Cooper  acknowledged 
that  sensitive  free  speech  issues 
are  involved  in  any  attempt  to 
restrict  access  and  expressions  of 
opinion  in  the  booming  medium, 
be  believes  that  reasonable 
guidelines  can  be  established. 


“We're  dealing  with  a  new 
field  and  we  have  to  come  up 
with  new  answers.”  he  said.  B> 
way  of  illustration,  he  added  that 
Alexander  Graham  Bell  never 
thought  that  the  telephone  would 
be  used  for  obscene  calls,  but  giv¬ 
en  their  existence,  technological 
means  have  been  found  to  defend 
against  such  calls. 

Right  now.  Cooper  said,  the 
Internet  is  getting  to  be  like  the 
Wild  West,  with  no  sheriff 
around  to  discourage  evil  doers. 

Internet  is  also  the  latest  bat¬ 
tlefield  for  Middle  East  confron¬ 
tations,  according  to  a  Los  Ang¬ 
les  Times  article  by  Sheldon 
Teitelbaum.  One  forum,  called 
JPOL-  for  Jewish  Politics  -  is  tbe 
favorite  platform  for  mostly  “ul¬ 
tra-right-wing  American  Jews 
willing  to  fight  to  the  last  living 
Israeli.”  the  article  notes. 

On  P-NET,  or  Palestine  Net. 
Palestinians  and  their  supporters 
regularly  lambast  Yasser  Arafat 
for  selling  out  to  Israel. 

For  both  camps,  as  well  as  for 
Holocaust  deniers  and  skinheads, 
Internet  “is  a  strategically  placed 
hilltop  from  which  to  lob  comput¬ 
er  equivalents  of  Katyusha  rock¬ 
ets  and  artillery  shells  at  the  ene¬ 
my,”  writes  Teitelbaum. 


Bulgarian  Communists 
make  a  comeback 


SOFIA  ( AP)  -  Amid  widespread 
discontent  with  sinking  living 
standards  and  instability.  Bulgar¬ 
ia's  former  Communists  are  back 
in  power  after  parliamentary 
elections. 

According  to  official  estimates, 
the  Socialists  would  command  an 
absolute  majority  of  124  seats 
in  the  240-seat  parliament. 
Their  main  rivals,  the  staunchly 
anti-Communist  Union  of  Demo¬ 
cratic  Forces  would  gain  68 
seats. 

Computation  of  the  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  seats  was  based  on  92 
percent  of  the  votes  counted, 
but  few  changes  were  expected  in 
the  final  tally,  said  election  com¬ 
mission  spokesman  Mihail  Kon¬ 
stantinov  in  a  state  radio 
interview. 

Final  results  were  not  expected 
until  late  today  or  early 
tomorrow. 

Sunday's  election  returned 


fourth  former  Communist  Party 
to  power  in  Eastern  Europe,  af¬ 
ter  Hungary,  Poland  and  Lithua¬ 
nia.  It  also  could  break  three 
years  of  stalemate  that  has 
blocked  economic  and  social 
reforms. 

Nearly  complete  results  show 
the  Socialists  gained  43.73  per¬ 
cent  of  the  vote  based  on  92%  of 
the  votes  counted.  The  Union  of 
Democratic  Forces  (UDF)~  re¬ 
ceived  23.85%  of  Jhe,  vote_. 

Zhan  Videnov,  the  35-year-old 
Socialist  leader,  said  voters  pun¬ 
ished  the  UDF  for  “its  unproduc¬ 
tive.  confrontational  policy,  its 
incompetence  and 

irresponsibility.” 

The  Popular  Union,  made  up 
of  the  Democratic  Parly  that  split 
from  the  UDF  and  an  Agrarian 
party,  were  a  distant  third  with 
6.52  percent  or  19  seats,  followed 
by  the  mainly  Turkish  Movement 


for  Rights  and  Freedoms  with 
5.5%'  and  16  seats. 

The  Bulgarian  Business  Bloc 
of  George  Gauchev,  a  flamboy¬ 
ant  businessman  who  spent  years 
in  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
just  cleared  the;  parliamentary 
hurdle  of  four  percent,  gaining 
4.76  percent  and  a  provisional  13 
seats. 


BRUSSELS  (Renter)  -  Greece 
blocked  an  agreement  between 
its  arch-rival  Turkey  and  tbe  Eu¬ 
ropean  Union  yesterday,  delay¬ 
ing  approval  of  a  custom?  union 
that  would  open  the  lucrative  EU 
market  to  Turkish  goods. . 

EU  officials  said  Athens  had 
objected  to  the  EU-Turkey  pact 
and  to  the  release  of  600  milhcm 
European  currency  units  ;(S1.2 
billion)  in  financial  assistance. 

'*016600  still  has  a  veto  on  the 
agreement,”  said  one  EU  source. 

He  said  Greece  was  demand¬ 
ing  a  date  for  negotiations  to  be¬ 
gin  bringing  Cyprus  into  the  EU. 
It. has  previously  blocked  agree¬ 
ments  with  Turkey  saying  it 
wants  Turkish  troops,  withdrawn 

'  from  the  divided  island. 

Tbe  EU  has  hesitated  about  en¬ 
largement  negotiations  with  Cy¬ 
prus  partly  .due  to.  the  division. 

Hie  hard  tine  taken  by  Greece 
yesterday  effectively  turned  a 
scheduled  meeting  .between  EU 
foreign  ministers  and  few  Tnrlr- 
.  ish  counterpart  into  a  mere  stock¬ 
taking  discussion. 

Asked '  what,  concrete  action 
could  come,  from  the  meeting, 
French  Foreign  Minister  Alain 
Juppe  said:  “Alas,  nothing.'' 

Juppe  said  Germany;  the  ELTs 
current  president;  would  issue  a 
statement  on  behalf  of  14  coun¬ 
tries  — 11  EU  nations;  phis  Aus¬ 
tria,  Sweden  and  Finland,  who 
will  join,  in  January. ;  ;  - 

There  would  also  be  a  State¬ 
ment,  he  ssndL,  urging  Turkey  to 
make  progress  in :  respecting  hu¬ 
man  rights,  particularly  in  light  of 
the  December  jailing  of  eight 
Turkish  Kurdish  parliamentarians. 

EU  diplomats  held  out  tbe 
hope  the  customs  uiuon  could  be 
agreed  during  .the:  six-month 
French  EU- presidency  that- be¬ 
gins  in  January.  . 

The .  EU-Turkey  pact  ..would 
bring  Turkey,  closer  . to  the  bloc 
than  any  country  other  than  Nor¬ 
way  and  Iceland,  which  have  free 
trade  with  the  EU  through  the 
European  Economic  Area. 

It  would!  require  Turkey  to 
drop  its  tariffs  on  EU;  goods  and 
change  its .  trade  relations  with 
third  countries^  bring  them  into 
Tine  with  E0  trade  agreements. 


Results  thus  forgave  the  Dem- _ _  _ 

ocratic  Alliance,  a  smaUroalition  ,  In  exchange,  die  vzSjjU iriar- 

r  of  Social  Democrats,  the.  Green  ;  ket  would  be  open^  io  Tiirkisb 
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.  EU :  diplomats  ■  and  officials 
were  at  pains  to  point  outthat.the 
customs  mfibn  itself  is  baacaliy 


Party  and  some  reform-minded 
Socialists,  3.81%  of  the  vote, 
not  enough  to  gain 
representation. 

Their  poor  showing  apparently 
bolstered  the  Socialists  chance  to 
gain  absolute  majority.  Some  40 
minor  parties  shared  about  12% 
of  the  vote. 

About  75%  of  the  6.6  tmJlion 
Bulgarians  eligible  to  vote  cast 
their  ballots. 


agreed  and  that  only  the  political 
issue  is  holding  it  up. 

On  the  human  rights  issue,  the 
jailing  of  the  parliamentarians, 
accused  of  supporting  the  out¬ 
lawed  Kurdistan  Workers  Party 
(PKK),  has  brought  widespread 
condemnation  from  Europe. 


Italy’s  Bossi  faces  revolt  over  Berlusconi 
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ROME  (Reuter)  -  Northern 
League  leader  Umberto  Bossi 
branded  party  critics  of  his  bid  to 
oust  Italy's  Prime  Minister  Silvio 
Berlusconi  “lice  and  pigs”  yester¬ 
day  as  the  League's  Interior  Min¬ 
ister  Roberto  Maroni  joined  the 
dissenters. 

League  officials  said  four  of  the 
party’s  five  cabinet  ministers,  in¬ 
ducting  Budget  Minister  Giancarlo 
Pagtianni,  had  advised  their  par¬ 
liamentary  group  in  writing  yester¬ 
day  they  intended  to  resign  from 
the  center-right  government. 


But  the  fifth  minister,  leading 
leagne  moderate  Maroni,  said  be 
would  neither  resign  his  interior 
portfolio  nor  vote. in  favor  of  a 
motion  of  no  confidence. 

Bossi  sounded  what  seemed  to 
be  the  death  knell  for  Berlus¬ 
coni's  seven-month-old  govern¬ 
ment  with  the  league  and  the 
hard  right  National  Alliance  on 
Saturday  when  he  announced 
plans  to  submit  a  no-confidence 
motion  in  parliament. 

The  announcement  drove  the 
punch-drunk  Italian  lira  to  fresh 


lows  of  around  1,048  to  the  Ger¬ 
man  mark  yesterday  as  dealers 
again  took  fright  at  Italy's  mount¬ 
ing  political  turmoil. 

“This  time  Berlusconi  has  really 
readied  the  end  of  the  line,”  Bossi 
wrote  in  a  weekly  newsletter. 

Accusing  the  media  mogul  pre¬ 
mier  of  acting  like  a  “new  Cae¬ 
sar",  he  said:  “Italy  did  not  vote 
for  Berlusconi  but  for  a  program 
that  Berlusconi  has  betrayed." 

Bossi.  however,  reserved  his 
most  venomous  criticism  for  par¬ 
liamentarians  from  his  own  party 


who  have  openly  opposed  his  drive 
to  topple  the  prime  minister. 

“The  league  has  never  been  for 
sale  nor  will  it  ever  be,  even 
though  the  League,  like  all  par¬ 
ties,  has  been  infiltrated  by  some 
opportunistic  lice  and  pigs,” 
Bossi  wrote. 

Maroni  refused  to  bow  to  Bos¬ 
si 's  verbal  onslaught. 

“You  can't  ask  a  minister  to 
vote  no-confidence  in  himself,” 
Italian  television  quoted  Maroni 
as  saying  during  a  visit  to  Ales¬ 
sandria,  northwest  Italy. 


CNN  ordered  to  apologize 
for  airing  Noriega  tapes 


MIAMI  (AP)  -  Faced  with  a 
large  fine,  CNN  agreed  yesterday 
to  tell  viewers  it  made  a  mistake 
by  broadcasting  taped  jailhouse 
conversations  of  Manuel  Noriega 
as  be  awaited  his  drug  trial. 

As  he  prepared  tq  sentence  the 
network  for  contempt,  US  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  William  Hoeveler 
gave  CNN  a  choice:  pay  a  sub¬ 
stantial  fine  for  contempt  of  court 

or  broadcast  an  admission  of  er¬ 
ror  and  pay  only  the  costs  of 
prosecution. 

After  a  short  recess,  CNN 
agreed  to  admit  it  made  a  mistake 
and  pay  the  lesser  court  costs. 
Hoeveler  instructed  the  ‘prosecu¬ 
tion  and  defense  attorneys  to 
work  out  the  wording  of  the 
broadcast. 


Four  years  ago,  the  network 
quoted  from  leaked  tapes  of  the 
deposed  Panamanian  leader's 
telephone  conversations  with 
lawyers.  Noriega  was  later  con¬ 
victed  of  drug  charges  and  is  serv¬ 
ing  a  40-year  sentence. 

The  Atlanta-based  network  ar¬ 
gued  it  was  legally  entitled  to 
broadcast  the  tapes  because  it 

had  a  journalistic  responsibility 

to  show  what  it  suspected  was 
government  misconduct  for  tap¬ 
ing  Noriega's  calls. 

But  Hoeveler,  who  presided  at 
Noriega’s  trial,  convicted  CNN  of 
contempt 

The  fine  could  have  been  be  as 
high  as  5100,000;  the  exact 
amount  of  court  costs  was  not 
immediately  disclosed. 


Teen  charged  with  tossing 
baby  from  fifth-floor  window 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  An  autistic  teenager  charged  with  murder  after 
allegedly  throwing  his  5-month-old  nephew  out  a  fifth-floor  window 
has  a  fixation  with  throwing  things  from  the  apartment,  police  say. 

Even  as  police  interviewed  him,  17-year-old  Michael  Holmes  threw 
toiletries  and  other  items  out  the  window.  Detective  Capt.  William 
Roe  said  Sunday.  Neighbors  also  said  he  had  a  habit  of  tossing  things, 
police  said. 

The  youth  was  evaluated  at  a  hospital  after  his  arrest  Saturday  and 
was  awaiting  arraignment  on  second-degree  murder  charges  in  the 
death  of  the  baby,  Stanley  Holmes. 
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Ex-US  president  Jimmy  Carter,  along  with  his  wfte  Rosatyn,  meet  Bosnian  Serb  leader  Radovsn  Karadzic  in  Pale  yesterday- 

‘Serbs  agree  to  cease-fire’ 
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i^tesfCANCM*°n  w*til  niaority  ? 

gates  say.  **  6rS  *****  dele“ 

ANC  leaders,  under  fire  from  :^v-,v*  ^  V'mIBo 

among  the  3,000  delegates  at  the  _  :>  ’*  V  W‘, :  '&KM 

P^y  s  five-yearly  national  con- 

dence  to  the  needs  ofth^S  *  • 

majonty  over  the  feare  of  the  Cfe  tlM 

white  minority. 

We  have  to  change  our  tac* 
tics.  We  definitely  have  to.”  said  ^^HET 

ANC  information  chief  Jackson  HHRV  *'-••'-*  1 

Mthembu  at  the  congress,  meet-  Wj$L  -*'*  Al 

mg  for  the  first  time  since  the  RIS  "  -:  *’  9  v5 

ANC  triumphed  in  the  country’s  gjjfei  (' 

first  all-race  elections  in  April.  attffi? 
tt  It  is  meeting  under  the  banner:  «§P  •**- 

From  resistance  to  reconst  rue-  *  ■  *’  :■  ^  *■’» 

tion  and  development.” 

But  ordinary  members  are  dis-  HI 
satisfied  with  the  speed  at  which 
the  ANC-led  government  of  na-  „  „n 

tional  unity  is  addressing  the  Ex'LJS  President  Jimmy  Carter,  aln 
needs  of  millions  of  blacks  after 

the  overthrow  of  decades  of  f  £~H  "m 

apartheid  rule. 

The  ANC  needed  a  formula  to  H  H 

maintain  its  policy  of  reconcilia-  ^  J  1^  H  fij 

tion  while  also  delivering  on  elec¬ 
tion  promises,  said  political  sci- 

ence  lecturer  Sipho  Maseko.  PALE,  Bosnia  (Reuter)  -  US  mediatoi 
“You  do  not  pay  for  talking  my  Carter  said  yesterday  Bosnian  Serb 
about  reconciliation.  But  you  ers  had  agreed  to  an  immediate  fbur-o 
cannot  afford  to  continue  pro  mis-  cease-fire  in  their  war  with  Moslems  and 

ing  to  provide  jobs,  houses  and  willing  to  discuss  a  Big  Power  peace  p 
others,”  he  said.  The  former  US  president  said  after  s< 

But  Mthembu  and  other  ANC  hours  of  talks  with  Bosnian  Serb  leader  1 
leaders  said  delegates  would  be  van  Karadzic  be  would  return  to  Saraje 
told  to  return  to  their  constituen-  ■  put  the  cease-fire  proposal  to  the  Moslei 
ties  and  explain  profound  change  Bosnian  government, 
was  on  the  way,  although  “the  Carter  told  a  news  conference:  “The  E 
wheels  of  governance  turn  an  Sert>  side  agreed  to  an  immediate  < 
slowly.”  fire  and  to  negotiate  a  lasting  cessatii 

The  congress,  the  first  since  hostilities. 

1991  shortly  after  the  ANC  was  “While  a  cease-fire  is  in  place.  Bo 
unbanned,  broke  into  11  commis-  Serb  leaders  agree  to  discuss  peace  o. 
sions  yesterday  to  discuss  how  to  basis  of  the  (Big  Power)  contact  group  p, 
chart  the  way  forward  and  fulfill  a  mutually  acceptable  site.” 
elections  pledges.  He  was  expected  to  return  to  Saraje 

Major  issues  include  Integra-  resume  contact  with  the  Bosnian  govern 
tion  of  17  former  apartheid  edu-  either  last  night  or  this  morning, 
cation  departments,  restoration  The  US  envoy,  conducting  a  personal  | 

of  land  taken  from  blacks  under  initiative  in  former  Yugoslavia,  said  b< 
apartheid,  the  economy,  crime  informed  the  White  House, 
and  bousing.  The  agreement  was  signed  by  Carter,  K 

Delegates  said  foe  fiercest  de-  .  zic  and  Bosnian  Serb  Army  commander  G 

__  bate  str  far  had  been  over  accusa-  — — — : - ; — : - ; — 

"~tibns.1hafc  the  party  leadership  ’  .  wt  a  ^-v 

had 'moved  too  &owly  to  improve  ]XJ  /%  111/1 

the  quality  of  fife  for  blacks,  part-  i,  ^  Xm.  A  V-r  V 

ly  because  it  was  afraid  of  alienat- 
-  ing  whites.  v  *■ 

President  Nelson  Mandela  and  1TI11  I  I  O  VPT* 
senior  officials  conceded  in  sepa-  Ml  U-MJL  U  Y  A 

rate  speeches  and  comments  that 

the  country’s  five-to-one  black  ma-  THE  HAGUE  (Reuter)  -  NA-  tain 

jority  was  growing  increasingly  im-  TO’s  military  heads  met  in  The  ters 

patient  at  the  gap  between  political  Hague  yesterday  to  look  at  ways  F 

change  and  social  transformation.  of  shoring  up  the  UN’s  tattered  witi 

They  said  assuring  whites  they  mission  in  Bosnia  and  restoring  of  tl 

had  nothing  to  fear  from  an  morale  among  humiliated  peace-  For 

ANC-dominated  government  keeping  troops.  Yui 

had  been  necessary  for  the  past  NATO  diplomatic  sources  said  trail 
seven  months.  But  it  was  time  to  the  meeting  could  be  one  of  the 
address  the  needs  of  the  black  last  chances  of  saving  the  mission  a  bi 
majority.  and  avoiding  a  withdrawal  which  mei 

“In  as  much  as  we  succeeded  in  would  have  disastrous  conse-  ider 

mobilizing  the  people  for  the  vie-  quences  for  the  UN’s  reputation  disc 

toiy  we  have  scored,  we  have  the  and  operations  worldwide.  en,* 

responsibility  to  mobilize  them  to  “Our  soldiers  on  the  ground  E 
become  active  participants  in  im-  are  in  a  stalemate  situation,  the 

proving  their  quality  of  life,  in  sometimes  they  are  denied  free-  coni 

defending  and  advancing  our  dom  of  movement.  That  is  unac-  pea< 

newly-born  democracy,”  Man-  ceptable  of  course,”  Dutch  fina 

dela  said.  military  spokesman  Navy  Cap-  faci 

Mooning  in  the  Enraged  Liberians  < 

^TrrJctmac  cnirit  Monrovia  (AP)  -  in  a  spontaneous 
y/J  11  IoUUCuj  DJ_JU.1L  against  their  country’s  warlords,  thou 

through  the  streets  of  the  capital  yeste: 
LONDON  (Reuter)  -  British  leaders  if  new  peace  talks  fail, 
judge  Sir  Alan  Ward  was  not  Representatives  of  the  seven  wamng  f 
amused  when  Annarita  Muraglia  today’s  talks,  had  to  be  spirited  to  the  ai 
wished  him  Happy  Christinas.  instead  of  their  usual  vehicles  to  evade  i 
When  Ward  refused  yesterday  for  peace  but  threatened  violent  repna 
to  free  her  from  a  year-long  sen-  “They  will  not  come  back  here.  They 
tencefor  contempt  of  court.  Mur-  Frank  Taylor,  referring  to .the  warring 

aglia  pulled  down  her  trousers  to  Soldiers  of  the  eight-nation  W«tAft 
reveal  the  words  “Happy  Christ-  controls  Monrovia  kept  close  watch  b 
written  in  bold  letters  peaceful  demolitions 
££  bare  bottom.  Monrovia  residents  said  it  was  the  firs 

aC\V^d  who  jailed  Muraglia  action  since  the  war’s  start,  and  it  si 
three  weeks  agofor  smashing  up  frustration  and  fear  m  the  city  as  the 

-sSs@S  ^SSaasS 

conflict  with  seven  factions.  Several  pe; 
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Russia  closes  in 
on  Grozny 


LAWRENCE  SHEETS 
GROZNY 


•  jfc 


PALE.  Bosnia  (Reuter)  -  US  mediator  Jim¬ 
my  Carter  said  yesterday  Bosnian  Serb  lead¬ 
ers  had  agreed  to  an  immediate  four-month 
cease-fire  in  their  war  with  Moslems  and  were 
willing  to  discuss  a  Big  Power  peace  plan. 

The  former  US  president  said  after  several 
hours  of  talks  with  Bosnian  Serb  leader  Rado¬ 
van  Karadzic  be  would  return  to  Sarajevo  to 
put  the  cease-fire  proposal  to  the  Moslem-led 
Bosnian  government. 

Carter  told  a  news  conference:  “The  Bosni¬ 
an  Serb  side  agreed  to  an  immediate  cease¬ 
fire  and  to  negotiate  a  lasting  cessation  of 
hostilities. 

“While  a  cease-fire  is  in  place,  Bosnian 
Serb  leaders  agree  to  discuss  peace  on  the 
basis  of  the  (Big  Power)  contact  group  plan  at 
a  mutually  acceptable  site.” 

He  was  expected  to  return  to  Sarajevo  to 
resume  contact  with  the  Bosnian  government 
either  last  night  or  this  morning. 

The  US  envoy,  conducting  a  personal  peace 
initiative  in  former  Yugoslavia,  said  be  had 
informed  the  White  House. 

The  agreement  was  signed  by  Carter.  Karad¬ 
zic  and  Bosnian  Serb  Army  commander  Gener¬ 


al  Ratko  Mladic  and  promised  to  continue  lift¬ 
ing  Serb  harassment  of  UN  aid  operations. 

Kara  da  c  has  been  resisting  the  peace  plan 
since  the  summer,  claiming  that  it  would 
make  his  self-proclaimed  Bosnian  Serb  repub¬ 
lic  economically  and  militarily  unviable. 

The  plan  would  divide  Bosnia,  giving  SI 
percent  to  a  federation  of  Moslems  and  Croats 
and  the  rest  to  the  Serbs  who  control  70%. 

The  Serbs  have  been  pressing  for  a  perma¬ 
nent  cease-fire  for  months,  claiming  that  they 
have  won  the  war,  and  appeared  to  have 
made  a  concession  by  agreeing  to  four 
months. 

The  Bosnian  government  has  so  far  been 
prepared  to  sign  only  a  three-month  cease¬ 
fire,  reserving  itself  the  right  to  resume  fight¬ 
ing  to  ay  to  regain  territory  if  talks  fail. 

Carter  caused  controversy  at  the  start  of  his 
meeting  when  he  said  Bosnian  Serbs  'wanted 
peace  and  were  misunderstood  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people. 

He  said  in  front  of  television  cameras:  “It 
may  be  that  today  is  one  of  the  rare  chances  to 
let  the  world  know  the  truth  and  to  explain 
the  commitment,  of  foe  Serbs  to  a  peace 


agreement.” 

Bosnian  Serbs,  blamed  as  the  aggressors  in 
the  war  have  rarely  heard  such  endorsement 
from  international  negotiators. 

Karadzic  told  Carter:  “Many  Americans 
believe  we  came  from  Serbia  and  invaded 
someone’s  territory.  If  that  were  the  case,  we 
would  have  been  the  aggressor.  This  is  not  the 
case.  We  are  natives  here.  Here  are  our 
roots.” 

The  American  envoy  replied:  “I  can’t  dis¬ 
pute  your  statement  that  (die  American  peo¬ 
ple)  have  primarily  heard  one  side  of  the 
story.” 

He  was  immediately  disavowed  by  the 
White  House,  where  spokeswoman  Dee  Dee 
Myers  said  Stubs  were  the  aggressors  in  the 
war  and  that  Americans  were  fully  informed! 

Bosnian  Serbs  made  up  a  third  of  the  pre¬ 
war  population  in  Bosnia  while  Moslems  were 
44%  and  Croats  17%. 

Carter  arrived  in  Pale  from  Sarajevo  where 
he  had  talks  with  Bosnian  President  Alija 
Izetbegovic  on  Sunday.  He  also  met  Bosnian 
Prime  Minister  Haris  Silajdzic  and  Croatian 
President  Franjo  Tudjman  in  Zagreb. 


RUSSIAN  forces  closed  on 
Chechnya’s  capital  Grozny  in 
fierce  fighting  yesterday  and  the 
rebel  region  appealed  for  the 
peoples  of  the  Caucasus  to  rise  up 
against  them. 

Russian  warplanes  flew  over 
Grozny  yesterday  evening  and' 
at  least  two  loud  explosions 
rocked  the  city  center,  witnesses 
said. 

But  Chechen  television,  broad¬ 
casting  from  a  nearby  tower 
which  Russian  planes  missed  in 
an  early  morning  raid,  went  off 
the  air  immediately  after  the 
explosions. 

A  Reuter  reporter  In  the  city 
said  explosions  came  from  veiy 
close  to  the  city  center, 
blowing  doors  open  and  Tattling 
window  panes.  He  had  no  imme¬ 
diate  word  of  casualties  or 
damage. 

The  Russians  pushed  to  within 
10  km  of  Grozny  by  capturitig 
Petropavlovskaya  village  to  the 
northwest  and  drove  Chechen 
fightexs  back  to  the  edge  of  the 
city.  .They  blasted  other  rebel  po¬ 
sitions  with  helicopter  gunships, 
rockets  and  artillery. 

The. Russian  government 
vowed  to  step  up  efforts  to  wipe 
out  resistance  in  the  mainly  Mos¬ 
lem  region  which  has  defied  it 
since  declaring  independence  in 
1991. 

But  the  commander  of  Chech¬ 
nya’s  armed  forces  made  a  dra¬ 
matic  appeal  on  local  television 
for  the  rest  of  the  Caucasus 
region  on  Russia's  southern 
rim  to  rise  up  against  the 
Russians. 

“I  call  oritthe  people  of  the 
entire  Caucasus  region  to  rise  up 
and  repel  the  aggressor.”  Colo¬ 
nel  Aslan  Maskhadov  said  in  a 
television  address. 

The  Chechens  have  issued  such 
appeals  before.  But  it  was  the 
first  time  they  had  done  so  since 
President  Boris  Yeltsin  sent 
tanks  and  troops  on  December  11 
to  crush  their  independence 
bid. 

Although  the  Caucasus  could 
hardly  muster  a  force  comparable 
to  Moscow's,  the  region  has  a 
history  of  dogged  defiance  and 


holding  out  against  the  odds. 

One  organization,  the  Confed¬ 
eration  of  the  North  Caucasus 
Peoples,  which  has  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  loosely-organized  military 
groups,  warned  Moscow  it  would 
mobilize  its  units  if  the  Russians 
did  not  withdraw  from  Chechnya 
by  Deceraeber  21. 

Fighting  yesterday  was  some  of 
the  worst  since  the  Russian 
troops  entered  Chechnya,  a  re¬ 
gion  of  about  one  million  people. 

This  reporter  saw  intense  artil¬ 
lery  exchanges  outside  Grozny 
and  the  Russians  were  tightening 
their  noose  .around  the  city, 
which  they  have  pledged  not  to 
storm. 

Earlier  the  Russians  and  Che¬ 
chens  fought  fierce  battles 
around  the  settlement  of  Dolins- 
koye.  35  km  to  the  northwest  of 
Grozny. 

The  Russians  used  helicopter 
gunships,  rockets  and  artillery, 
flattening  some  houses  and  set¬ 
ting  others  ablaze.  They  man¬ 
aged  to  surround  the  settlement. 

In  early  morning  bombing 
raids,  Russian  warplanes  tried 
unsuccessfully  to  knock  out 
Grozny's  television  tower  and 
stop  Dudayev  making  rallying 
broadcasts. 

A  Chechen  official  said  fighter- 
bombers  had  also  targeted  Du¬ 
dayev's  residence  in  the  suburb  of 
Tashkala,  but  the  bombs  missed 
and  landed  in  empty  fields. 

The  air  raids  were  the  first  to 
strike  near  the  heart  of  Grozny 
since  Russia  sent  in  troops. 
“They  are  trying  to  strangle  our 
freedom  at  any  cost,”  a  Dudayev 
aide  said. 

In  Moscow,  Yeltsin  left  hospi¬ 
tal  for  the  first  time  since  order¬ 
ing  troops  into  Chechnya.  Inter¬ 
fax  news  agency  quoted  the 
president's  press  service  as  saying 
Yeltsin,  who  underwent  an  oper¬ 
ation  on  his  nose,  went  immedi¬ 
ately  to  one  of  his  residences. 

A  meeting  of  Russian  govern¬ 
ment  members  and  parliamenta¬ 
ry  leaders  pledged  to  intensify  ac¬ 
tion  “to  eliminate  and  disarm 
illegal  armed  groups”  in  Chech¬ 
nya,  Interfax  news  agency  said. 

(Reuter) 


NATO  chiefs 

mull  over  Bosnia 


No  suspect  found  in  White  House  shooting 


THE  HAGUE  (Reuter)  -  NA¬ 
TO’s  military  heads  met  in  The 
Hague  yesterday  to  look  at  ways 
of  shoring  up  the  UN's  tattered 
mission  in  Bosnia  and  restoring 
morale  among  humiliated  peace¬ 
keeping  troops. 

NATO  diplomatic  sources  said 
the  meeting  could  be  one  of  the 
last  chances  of  saving  the  mission 
and  avoiding  a  withdrawal  which 
would  have  disastrous  conse¬ 
quences  for  the  UN's  reputation 
and  operations  worldwide. 

"Our  soldiers  on  the  ground 
are  in  a  stalemate  situation, 
sometimes  they  are  denied  free¬ 
dom  of  movement.  That  is  unac¬ 
ceptable  of  course,”  Dutch 
military  spokesman  Navy  Cap¬ 


tain  Frits  Olivier  told  repor¬ 
ters. 

He  said  the  meeting  started 
with  a  briefing  by  the  commander 
of  the  United  Nations  Protection 
Force  (UNPROFOR)  in  former 
Yugoslavia.  French  General  Ber¬ 
trand  de  Lapresle. 

“General  de  Lapresle  is  giving 
a  briefing  on  the  situation  in  for¬ 
mer  Yugoslavia.  They  will  then 
identify  the  main  problems  and 
discuss  what  measures  can  be  tak¬ 
en,"  Olivier  added. 

Defense  ministers  summoned 
the  chiefc  of  staff  after  endorsing 
contingency  plans  to  pull  out  the 
peacekeepers  in  the  event  of  a 
final  collapse  of  the  mission,  now 
facing  near-daily  humiliations. 


WASHINGTON  ( AP)  -  The  Se¬ 
cret  Service  has  found  the  bullets 
-  but  not  the  person  who  shot 
them  -  in  the  latest  shooting  at 
the  White  House. 

Someone  fired  at  least  four 
shots  from  behind  the  White 
House  early  Saturday  morning, 
leaving  bullets  in  the  State  Dining 
Room,  beneath  a  Christmas  tree 
outside  the  president's  back 
door,  on  the  rear  driveway  and 
on  a  landing  off  the  balcony. 

President  Clinton  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  were  asleep  one  floor  above 
the  State  Dining  Room  level. 
They  were  never  in  danger,  the 
Secret  Service  said. 


Investigators  said  there  were 
few  dues  in  the  case  and  no  de¬ 
scription  of  a  suspect. 

“If  somebody  out  there  starts 
bragging,  maybe  we’ll  get  some¬ 
body,”  said  one  law  enforcement 
offidal,  speaking  on  condition  of 
anonymity.  “Right  now,  we  have 
nothing  to  go  on." 

The  Secret  Service  is  still  re¬ 
viewing  security  after  a  small 
plane  crashed  on  the  south 
grounds  in  September  and  a  gun¬ 
man  sprayed  the  front  of  the 
White  House  less  than  rwo 
months  ago. 

In  the  previous  shooting,  one 
bullet  broke  through  a  window  of 


the  press  room  in  the  West  Wing. 
.  Presidential  spokeswoman 
Dee  Dee  Myers  said  yesterday 
there  was  no  evidence  to  suggest 
this  shooting  and  the  one  in  Octo¬ 
ber  were  related. 

“I  think  it’s  random  inddents. 
I  think  it’s  no  different  than  being 
on  any  street  comer  in  America.” 

Saturday’s  shooting  left  a  bul¬ 
let  in  the  executive  mansion, 
where  the  president  lives.  It 
pierced  the  dining  room  window 
a  few  feet  above  where  the  plane 


crashed  “and  just  fell  near  the 
window  -  plop,"  the  offidal  said. 

Investigators  did  not  find  the 
bullet  at  first  because  the  hole 
was  behind  a  Christmas  wreath. 

Another  bullet  was  found  be¬ 
neath  a  Christmas  tree  just  outside 
die  Diplomatic  Entrance.  It  left  a 
skid  mark  on  the  ground  before 
coming  to  rest  on  the  ground.’ 

A  third  bullet  was  found  on  the 
driveway  nearby.  A  fourth  came 
to  rest  on  a  landing  jost  off  the 
balcony. 


Enraged  Liberians  demand  peace 

MONROVIA  (AP)  -  In  a  spontaneous  but  controlled  show  of  rage 
against  their  country's  warlords,  thousands  of  Liberians  marched 
through  the  streets  of  the  capital  yesterday  vowing  to  lynch  faction 
leaders  if  new  peace  talks  fail. 

Representatives  of  the  seven  warring  factions,  heading  to  Ghana  for 
today’s  talks,  had  to  be  spirited  to  the  airport  in  a  United  Nations  bus 
instead  of  their  usual  vehicles  to  evade  mobs  who  waved  palm  fronds 
for  peace  but  threatened  violent  reprisals. 

“They  will  not  come  back  here.  They  will  not  live.”  said  protester 
Frank  Taylor,  referring  to  the  warring  leaders. 

Soldiers  of  the  eight-nation  West  African  peacekeeping  force  that 
controls  Monrovia  kept  close  watch  but  did  not  intervene  in  the 
peaceful  demonstrations. 

Monrovia  residents  said  it  was  the  first  time  civilians  had  taken  such 
action  since  the  war's  start,  and  it  showed  the  increased  anger, 
frustration  and  fear  in  the  city  as  the  war’s  five-year  anniversary 
approaches.  Rebel  leader  Charles  Taylor  launched  the  war  against 
dictator  Samuel  Doe  on  Christmas  Eve  in  1989. 

Doe  was  overthrown  and  killed,  but  the  war  has  evolved  into  a  tribal 
conflict  with  seven  factions.  Several  peace  accords  have  failed. 


STUDY  THE  GREAT  CODE  OF  JEWISH  MW 

Rabbi  Emanuel  Quint's  unprecedented  restatement  of  the 
section  Hoshsn  Hamishpat  in  the  Shuihan  Aruch  brings 
fresh  insight,  modem  scholarship  and  succinct  explication  to 
this  brilliant  halachic  work. 
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Pointless  posturing 


THERE  is  no  excuse  for  North  Korea 
dragging  its  feet  over  the  case  of  the  US 
helicopter  which  strayed  into  its  territory, 
but  the  event  is  probably  typical  of  this  closed 
and  secretive  communist  dictatorship.  As  used 
to  be  the  case  in  other  such  paranoid  stales,  the 
first  thought  that  enters  the  minds  of  the  rulers  is 
not  how  quickly  they  can  clear  up  a  minor 
international  incident,  but  how  much  propagan¬ 
da  they  can  squeeze  out  of  it 
In  this  case,  any  attempt  to  turn  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  incident  into  diplomatic  or  even  real  gold  is 
likely  to  backfire.  The  US  Array  scout  helicop¬ 
ter  strayed  into  the  North’s  air  space  probably 
because  of  pilot  ‘‘white  out”  disorientation  — 
confusion  caused  by  the  snow-covcred  land¬ 
scape  merging  into  a  misty  sky.  It  was  either 
forced  to  make  an  emergency  landing  or  was 
shot  down.  One  pilot  died  and  one  is  reportedly 
alive. 

The  first  announcement  from  the  North  Kore¬ 
ans  was  a  boastful  claim  to  have  shot  down  an 
“enemy  aircraft.”  Statements  since  then  have 
been  confusing  and  contradictory  as  it  became 
clear  the  shooting  down  of  an  unarmed,  lost 
training  flight  hardly  adds  up  to  a  military 
achievement  It  is  always  difficult  to  understand 
how  minds  work  in  these  tight  military  and 
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political  bureaucracies  and  to  wonder  whai  pos¬ 
sible  advantage  lies  in  playing  an  everyday 
accident  for  international  stakes. 

The  mindset  provides  a  constant  reminder 
that  leaders  who  represent  no  one  but  them¬ 
selves  continue  to  threaten  world  stability.  A 
more  trigger-happy  US  president  than  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton  could  easily  feel  justified  in  responding 
aggressively  to  the  North  Korean  s  hostile  ac¬ 
tion  -  the  Vietnam  War  escalated  with  just  such 
a  response  to  a  similar  naval  incident  in  the.Gulf 
of  Tonkin. 

However,  in  this  case  North  Korea  probably 
has  more  to  lose  than  gain  by  antagonizing 
Washington.  The  helicopter  incident  comes 
only  a  few  weeks  after  a  US  agreement  on  the 
North’s  nuclear  program  that  will  bring  billions 
of  dollars  in  aid  to  the  wrecked  Stalinist  econo¬ 
my.  There  have  also  been  signs  the  North  would 
like  to  break  out  of  its  self-generated  interna¬ 
tional  isolation  in  a  world  that  no  longer  has  to 
tolerate  posturing  from  the  remaining  commu¬ 
nist  minnows. 

The  North  Koreans  should  also  be  aware  that 
the  Republican  Congress  is  unlikely  to  take 
kindly  to  the  surviving  airman  and  his  dead 
companion  being  used  as  pawns  over  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Christmas  season. 


Make  haste  slowly 


BEFORE  the  Bosnian  conflict  is  finished, 
it  may  wreak  more  havoc  than  it  has 
already  done  on  European  stability  and 
the  reputations  of  major  Western  organizations. 
Even  as  the  United  Nations,  NATO  and  the 
Conference  on  European  Security  and  Coopera¬ 
tion  have  seen  their  credibility  crumble,  another 
Bosnia-generated  row  threatens  to  divide  newly 
united  Germany  -  politically,  if  not  physically. 
The  issue  in  question  is  whether  Germany 
should  at  last  emerge  from  its  post-war  pacifism 
and  again  take  up  arms  in  international  theaters 
of  operation  -  such  as  Bosnia. 

The  question  of  German  participation  m  any 
further  allied  actions  in -Bosnia  seems  likely  to 
set  those  allies  against  the  wishes  of  the  German 
people  and  could  rock  the  shaky  foundations  of 
Helmut  Kohl’s  govemmenL  Germany’s  NATO 
allies  have  been  saying  that  since  Germany  was 
perfectly  happy  to  be  protected  by  NATO  dur¬ 
ing  the  Cold  War,  it  should  now  be  more 
forthcoming  in  playing  its  part  in  defense  mat¬ 
ters  concerning  Europe  and  the  West 
They  argue  that  Germany’s  credentials  as  a 
democracy  are  now  quite  secure  and  while  the 
re-appearance  of  German  uniforms  and  military 
symbols  in  war  zones  may  take  a  little  getting 
used  to,  the  time  has  come  to  bite  the  bullet  and 
face  the  modem  world.  A  tentative  step  was 
taken  when  President  Mitterrand  invited  Ger¬ 
man  units  to  parade  in  the  Champs  Elysee 
during  Bastille  Day  celebrations  last  July.  The 
odd  and  uneasy  vibrations  the  harmless  scene 
aroused  in  ordinary  people  across  Europe  may 
be  a  warning  to  NATO  generals  and  defense 
ministers  to  make  haste  slowly  on  this  matter. 

Kohl  often  seems  greedy  for  a  verdict  of 
history  that  he  was  the  man  standing  at  the 
crossroads  directing  a  new  German  destiny  - 
democracy,  unity  and,  it  seems,  a  place  of  equal 


military  might  beside  its  allies.  Kohl  has  been 
pushing  Germany  to  a  bigger  role  in  world 
affairs  ever  since  the  1990  reunification.  Both 
he  and  his  foreign  minister  have  been  persuad¬ 
ing  more  reluctant  politicians  to  fight  harder  for 
a  permanent  German  seat  on  the  UN  Security 
Council  -  a  golden  dream  of  Japan  also. 

The  German  people,  as  poll  after  poll  reveals, 
have  little  interest  in  any  of  these  international 
toys.  They  have  no  taste  for  the  sight  of  German 
troops  going  into  action  in  distant  trouble  spots, 
they  have  no  ambitions  to  host  the  UN  talk 
show.  Kohl  tends  to  see  many  recent  interna^ 
tional  developments  as  golden  opportunities  to 
assert  Germany’s  stature  on  the  world  stage  - 
the  Yugoslav  conflict  and  NATO’s  involve¬ 
ment  being  the  most  recent. 

However,  the  German  public  may  be  right  - 
the  iast  thing  the  country  needs  is  any  more 
visions  of  greatness,  no  matter  how  impeccable 
the  democrat  pushing  them.  Kohl  gave  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  response  to  NATO’s  request  for  Ger¬ 
many’s  superbly  equipped  Tornado  warplanes 
to  be  put  on  the  Bosnia  air-support  roster.  It  has 
fizzled  somewhat  since  he  barely  scraped  home 
with  a  tiny  majority  in  October’s  parliamentary 
elections. 

Kohl  would  be  wise  to  rest  now  on  the  laurels 
of  his  popularity  and  his  remarkable  achieve¬ 
ments  as  chancellor.  If  the  Germans  are  happy 
without  feeling  self-important  internationally, 
why  not  let  them  be?  The  present  pacifist  stance 
of  the  public  is  a  blessing,  not  a  curse.  Germans 
should  not  be  goaded  by  accusations  of  selfish¬ 
ness  or  unreliability  as  a  NATO  partner.  They 
would  do  well  to  remember  that  German’s  over- 
hasty  recognition  of  Croatia’s  independence 
was  at  least  one  of  the  many  sparks  that  lit  the 
ethnic  conflagration  in  former  Yugoslavia  in  the 
first  place. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


CARNAGE  ON 
THE  ROADS 


WEST  BANK 
WITHDRAWAL 


DISABLED  PENSIONERS 


Sir,  -  The  past  three  weeks  have 
left  29  people  dead  and  124  serious¬ 
ly  injured  on  our  roads,  hi  the  light 
of  this,  we  find  your  motoring  corre¬ 
spondent  Joel  Gordin’s  dismissive 
attitude  towards  the  various  bodies 
including  voluntarily  organizations 
in  the  field  of  road  safety  reprehen¬ 
sible  (“Road-safety  advocates  hurt 
the  cause-  by  pushing  laws  that  won't 
work,”  December  1). 

Whilst  we  cannot  respond  on  be¬ 
half  of  other  organizations,  Metuna 
would  like  to  state  that  the  question 
of  excessive  speed  is  a  priority,  not 
an  “obsession”  (sic).  Our  aims  and 
objectives  have  been  clearly  stated 
in  the  'material  he  purports  to  have 
received.  Metuna  is  dedicated  to  re¬ 
ducing  death  and  serious  injury 
caused  mainly  by  irresponsible  driv¬ 
ing  behavior.  Our  role  is  to  create 
public  awareness,  to  disseminate 
material  and  to  act  as  liaison  in  the 
towns,  in  all  of  which  we  have 
members. 

Our  more  than  1,000  members 
from  around  the  country  are  primari¬ 
ly  from  English-speaking  back¬ 
grounds.  The  sabra  population  to 
whom  we  have  readied  out  believe 
that  the  government  beats  the  total 
responsibility  for  road  safety.  Our 
material  is  produced  in  both  Hebrew 
and  English. 


Sir,  -  Secretary  of  State  Warren 
Christopher  has  publicly  sympa¬ 
thized  with  those  in  Israel  inclined 
to  delay  further  the  troop  withdraw¬ 
als  from  the  West  Bank  which,  pur¬ 
suant  to  the  Declaration  of  Princi¬ 
ples,  should  have  occurred  this  past 
July.  The  ostensible  reason  for  fur¬ 
ther  delay  is  the  attacks  on  Israelis 
which  have  occurred  since  Israel 
failed  to  meet  its  withdrawal  com¬ 
mitment,  which  was  dearly  a  princi¬ 
pal  inducement  in  the  PLO’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  enter  into  the  Declaration  of 
Principles  notwithstanding  the  many 
bitter  pQIs  it  required  Palestinians  to 
swallow. 


ZELDA  HARRIS, 
Spokesperson,  Metuna 


Mr.  Christopher  staled  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem  on  December  6  that  “unless 
there’s  security,  it's  dear  that  the 
other  commitments  cannot  be  met." 
This  might  be  translated  as  “until 
none  of  the  two  million  Palestinians 
under  occupation  offers  any  violent 
resistance  to  the  occupation  of  their 
country,  Israel  cannot  be  expected  to 
take  any  steps  which  might  suggest 
a  willingness  to  end  the  occupation 
peacefully.” 

Such  “logic1  ‘  dangerously  con¬ 
fuses  cause  and  effect,  and,  if  pur¬ 
sued  by  Israel  with  American  sup¬ 
port,  would  condemn  this  “peace 
process”  to  an  explosive  collapse 
■which  would  do  nothing  to  enhance 
anyone's  security. 


JOHN  V.  WHITBECK 


Sir,  -  It  is  nearly  three  years  since 
i  began  appealing  to  the  Ministry  of 
Labor  and  Social  Affairs  and  vari¬ 
ous  Knesset  members  for  the  re¬ 
forms  necessary  to  provide  more 
than  a  poverty-level  income  for  dis¬ 
abled  pensioners  who  have  no  other 
means  of  support. 

Today,  the  maximum  net  pension 
for  a  disabled  single  is  only  NIS  921 
per  month,  and  disabled  citizens 
who  receive  the  full  pension  are  not 
entitled  to  any  of  the  guaranteed 
income  supplements  or  TV  license- 
fee  exemptions  provided  by  law  to 
other,  able-bodied  citizens. 

The  ministry  simply  ignored  my 
numerous  inquiries  and  forwarded 
each  of  my  letters  to  the  National 
Insurance  Institute,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  Nil  keeps  sending  the  same 
reply  -  pension  legislation  is  not 
within  its  jurisdiction. 

Labor  and  Social  Affairs  Minister 
Namir’s  “assistance”  and  "advis¬ 
ers”  have  thus  successfully  avoided 
even  one  direct,  pertinent  response 
to  an  issue  that  is  critical  to  the 
wellbeing  of  one  of  the  nation’s 
weakest  and  most  neglected  popula¬ 
tions.  This  can  only  be  interpreted  as 
deliberate  indifference. 

While  the  ministry  is  busy  setting 
new  standards  in  bureaucratic  in¬ 
competence,  disabled  pensioners 
dependent  on  the  state  are  living  in 
poverty,  indignity  and  second-class 
citizenship  -  and  will  continue  to  do 
so  until  appropriate  legislation  is 
passed. 

ARLENE  COHEN 


CHAIM  PEARL 


A  treaty  isn’t  everything 


IN  THE  summer  of  1973  I  met 
an  Israeli  officer,  Meir  Nit- 
zan,  at  Fort  Lee,  Virginia. 
We  were  then  both  lieutenant 
colonels  at  the  US  Army  logisti¬ 
cal  school.  There  had  been  more 
than  a  hint  of  impending  war  in 
the  Middle  East. 

Yet  in  my  discussions  of  the 
subject,  Nitzan,  as  was  character¬ 
istic  of  Israeli  military  thinkings 
had  supreme  confidence  in  the 
inability  of  the  Arabs  to  launch 
an  attack  against  Israel. 

At  that  time  Prime  Minister 
Rabin  was  Israel's  ambassador  to 
the  US.  No  Israeli  government 
official  was  more  adamant  than 
Rabin  in  asserting  that  neitber 
Egypt  nor  Syria  was  capable  of 
attacking  Israel  -  a  concept  to 
which  the  entire  Israeli  General 
Staff  subscribed. 

Subsequent  events  proved  the 
near-catastrophic  miscalculation 
of  Arab  intentions  and  power. 

It  was  the  borders  inherited 
from  the  Six  Day  War  that  saved 
Israel,  and  not  US  military  sup¬ 
port.  Yet  every  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  since  that  of'Menachem  Be¬ 
gin  has  been  willing  to  barter 
away  preciously  won  territory 
that  affords  defense  in  depth. 

The  next  time  I  met  Meir  Nit- 
zan  was  in  1979.  I  had  come  to 
Israel  as  a  colonel  in  the  US 
Army  Engineers’  Corps  to  help 
supervise  the  construction  of  two 
high-performance  air  bases  in  the 
Negev,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Camp  David  accords.  Meir  Nit¬ 
zan  was  then  a  brigadier-general 
in  Israel’s  Ordinance  Corps. 

He  acknowledged  the  blunders 
committed  prior  to  the  Yom  Kip- 
pur  War,  assuring  me  that  the 
errors  of  overconfidence  and  op- 
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timistic  -assessments  of  Arab  in¬ 
tentions  would  never _  be  repeat¬ 
ed. 

Nitzan  has  been  the  mayor  of 
Rishon  Lezkm  for  many  years. 
The  Labor  Party  of  which  he  be¬ 
came  a  member  after  retiring 
from  the  IDF  in  1982,  is  now 
committed  to  a  new  “concept,” 
one  infinitely  more  threatening  to 
the  survival  of  the  state. 

The  dogmatic  judgment  that 
dominated  Israeli  thinking  prior 
to  the  outbreak  of  .the  1973  war 
now  seems  to  have  infected  large 
segments  of  society. 


The  way  Israel  can 
work  for  peace  is 
to  stay  strong 
and  prepare  for  war 


In  their  sincere  yearning  for 
peace,  some  Israelis  seem  to  have 
lost  sight  of  two  fundamental 
facts.  Israel  cannot  buy 'peace 
with  appeasement;- ^aod  security 
must  take  precedence  over  for¬ 
mal  peace  treaties. 


THE  ONLY  way  Israel  can  real¬ 
istically  work  for  peace  is  to  re¬ 
main  strong  and  prepare  for  war. 
Only  strength  can  afford  Israel 
the  luxury  of  choosing  between 
war  and  peace. 

A  crucial  element  in  visible 
combat  power  to  deter  aggression 
is  defensible  borders.  Today  Isra¬ 
el’s  defense  lines  are  just  about 
acceptable,  except  on  the  Leba¬ 
nese  border. 

Lebanon  has  for  years  es¬ 


chewed  control  over  the  area 
south  of  the  Awali  River.  Anoth¬ 
er  factor  that  should  concern  the 
defense  establishment  is  the  Syri¬ 
an  army's  de  facto  control  of  Leb¬ 
anon. 

Elementary  common  sense  dic¬ 
tates  that  Israel  deploy  up  to  the 
litani  River  and  wield  military 
control  up  to  the  Awali  River  by 
artillery  fire  and  armored  patrols. 
The  Awali  is  approximately  25 
kilometers  north  and  roughly 
to.  the  Litani. 

Israel  should  take  this  step 
now,  both  to  protect  northern  Is¬ 
rael  adequately  -and  as  a  strategic 
answer  to  the  powerful  Syrian 
presence  in  Lebanon.  This  rec¬ 
ommendation  was  included  in  the 
US  Army  War  College  Study  of 
1974  to  determine  borders  that 
Israel  requires  far  -  minimal  secu¬ 
rity,  despite  the  vigorous  objec¬ 
tions  of  tiie  State  Department 

Israel  must  bear  in  mind  that 
the  US  has  far  more  important 
interests  in  the  Middle  East  than 
the  security  or  even  the  contin- 
■  ued' existence  of  Israeli*.^  ;  r..,,, 

All  of  Israel’s,  neighbors  have  • 
already  'been  grvtsn*la!fge'  pans  of 
the  country  or  have  put  forth  ad1 
ditional  territorial  demands.  Isra- 1 
el  should  resolve  to  preserve  its 
remaining  territorial  integrity, 
and  make  some  justifiable  claim* 
of  its  own.  • 

In  such  a  defensive  territorial 
•configuration,  coupled  with  con¬ 
stant  vigilance  and.  patriotic  re¬ 
solve,  the  people  of  Israel  may 
reasonably  look  forward  to  de¬ 
fending  themselves  successfully 
against  further  Arab  aggression. 


IN  his  speech  fo  .the  Knesset 
last  Wednesday,  Foreign 
Minister  Peres  said  there 
mere  several  things  in  ]2ngDar 
■vid’s  career  to  which  he-  objected. 
One  was  David’s  ’adultery;  with 
Bathsheba,  -the  wifeofUriah. 

There;  was  an  immediate  up¬ 
roar  in  the  House.  .  ■■■  r- 
It  is  bard "  to  •  tinderstamL  why' 
some  members  of  the1  religions 
partietf  got. so  upset  about  what 
Peres  said.  One  member  became 
so  distraught  that  his  b!tood:  pres¬ 
sure  shot  np  and  he  needed-medi¬ 
cal  treatment 

The  stoiy  of  DavuPs  .afitfter-- 
ous  behavior  is  clearly  and  unam¬ 
biguously  related  in’-  n  Samuel  li- 
12.- The  narrative  is  oystal  clear 
and  leaves  no  room  for  hair¬ 
splitting. 

David  is  on  his  rooftop  when 
he  sees  the  beantifnl  /Bathsheba 
bathing  in  a  nearby,  house.  Al¬ 
though  he  learns  that  she  is  - the 
wife  of  one  of  his  soldiers,  Uriah  * 1 
the  Hittite,  he  commits  ntfaltefy 
with  her.  Shortly  afterwards, 
Bathsheba  informs  the  .kmg  that 
she  is  pregnant.  At  fe» “jnfflart, 
David  adds  one  heinots.-crime  to 
another.  •'  : 

-  David’s  army  is  at  Wariwithfee 
Ammonites,  and  be  frtdtes;Uti- 
ah  home  so  that,  m  jdue'  course, 
be  can  be  named  ,  father  of  .the 
newborn.  But  Uriah  refoses  to 
stay,  explaining  that'  war  is  no 
time  for  him  to  enjoy  domestic¬ 
ity.  ’  •••  • 


Why  were  some  MKs 
so  upset  by  what 
Shimon 'Peres  said 
about  King  David? 


David  then  sends  him  back  to 
the  y^  mstructipg  Iris;  general  to 
position  Uriah  at  tire  very  front  of 
the  battie  and  -kave  him  exposed 
to  the  enemy;  *■ 

In  a  short  feme,  the  loyal  Uriah 
is  killed  by  fee  Ammortftes.  The 
Wng  takes  Bathsheba  into  his  pal¬ 
ace  and.  she  becomes  his1  wife. 

Thaf  biblj^al  chapter  ends 
•  the;  tdJuig  whitence^^ttr  ^the;,. 
:  tbing'ttht  liaVfo;ii4a..,3c^e>  dis-  „ 
pleased  the  Laid”  (11:27).  . 


The  writer  is  a  retired  US  Army 
colonel  ■  ■ 


Rabbinate  versus  Creation 


BUT  APPARENTLY  it  does  not 
displease,  some  members  of  fee 
religious  parties  in  the  Knesset. 

People  who  attempt  to  defend 
David  often  trot  oat  fee  famous 
talmudic  statement,  “Whoever 
says  that  David  sinned  is  mistak¬ 
en.’  (Shah.  56a.) 

The  idea  (hot  a  general  rabbin¬ 
ic  opinion)  is  that  David  only 
contemplated  lying  wife  Bathshe¬ 
ba,  but  didft’t  succumb  to  his  lust 
Then  it  is  observed  that  there  was 
a  law  by  which  soldiers  gave  their 
wives  a  conditional  divorce  in 
case  they  didn’t  return  from  bat¬ 
tle;  and  fens  Bathsheba  was  a 


Netanya. 


Paris. 


Kiryat  Motzkin. 


IF  fee  balachic  authorities  of 
the  Rabbinical  Council  have 
made  it  their  mission  to  sever 
fee  nation  completely  from  tradi¬ 
tion  and  Halacha,  they  appear  to 
be  succeeding  -  especially  in  light 
of  their  vigorous  opposition  to 
the  Supreme  Court  ruling  on  ho¬ 
mosexuals’  rights. 

Some  10  percent  of  fee  popula¬ 
tion  are  men  and  women  born 
wife  a  sexual  orientation  that  dif¬ 
fers  from  most  people’s.  This  is 
neither  emotional  deviation  nor 
conscious  choice;  it  is  a  genetic 
fact,  congenital  and  unchange¬ 
able,  like  eye  color. 

Are  these  rabbinical  authori¬ 
ties  appealing  against  Creation? 
Or  the  morning  prayer  thanking 
God  who  made  everyone  “ac¬ 
cording  to  His  will”?  Do  they 
believe  that  the  Supreme  Court’s 
rating  will  increase  or  reduce  (he 
homosexuals  born  among  us  by 
even  one? 

Are  they  proposing  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  lead  a  life  of  abstinence, 
or  a  forced  marital  life  with  a 
partner  who  repulses  them? 

Had  the  Rabbinical  Council 
had  fee  courage  to  rule  in  the 
■  traditional  spirit  of  fee  Moroccan 
rabbis  -  to  try  and  correlate  Hala¬ 
cha  with  reality  -  they '  would  as¬ 
suredly  have  found  an  honorable 
way  out  in  this  case. 

They  might  have  said,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Iheir  world  view,  that  the 
ban  on  males  engaging  in  sexual 
relations  with  other  males  doesn’t 
relate  to  those  born  homosexual, 
since  they  have  no  choice;  and 
that  the  biblical  prohibition  ap¬ 
plies  to  heterosexuals  engaging  in 
such  relations  when  they  do  have 
a  choice  -  as  a  ritual  act  (“an 
abomination”)  as  in  olden  times. 


SHULAMITH  HAREVEN 


or  to  satisfy  their  lust  (‘‘wife  alien 
peoples”). 

The  Rabbinical  Council  knows 
feat  the  basis  of  the  prohibition  is 
the  general  ban  on  wantonly 
wasting  seed  for  any  purpose  oth¬ 
er  than  procreation;  this  is  why 
there  is  no  biblical  prohibition  on 
lesbian  relations,  where  no  seed 
is  spilled.  Only  during  fee  Second 
Temple  period  (see  Masechet  Ye- 
vamot )  are  “women  intertwined 
with  each  other”  forbidden  as 
wives  for  fee  priestly  tribe. 

But  the  whole  question  of  pro¬ 
creation  and  “continuing  the 


Halachic  authorities 
are  doing  a  good  job 
of  driving  people 
away  from 
Jewish  tradition 


Jewish  family”  does  not  apply  to 
homosexual  couples  -  to  their 
own  deep  regret,  for  they  too  of¬ 
ten  desire  children.  And  if  fee 
argument  is  about  eroding  values 
and  licentiousness,  more  licen¬ 
tiousness  and  adullery  may  often 
be  found  in  a  regular  couple  than 
in  a  loving  and  faithful  homosex¬ 
ual  one. 


IN  ONE  way  or  another,  the 
council  could  have  found  a  way 
oul  But  to  this  day,  fee  rabbis 
haven't  understood  feat  the  issue 
here  isn’t  ^ratify,  transgression 
or  sexual  lict.  -»sncss,  but  Cre¬ 
ation  —  and  that  i.  they  are 


challenging. 

Current  knowledge  poses  ques¬ 
tions  that. were  unknown  in  bibli¬ 
cal  times.  That  is  why  there  is 
such  a  great  need  for  courageous 
new  halachic  rulings,  rulings  that 
people  “can  live  with.” 

Just  as  fee  Bible  did  not  -  and 
could  not  -  recognize  the  proofs 
of  congenita]  homosexuality,  it 
had  no  knowledge  of  male  infer¬ 
tility,  organ  transplants,  in  vitro 
fertilization,  psychological  treat¬ 
ment,  or  trans-continental  flights, 
which  also  traverse  time  zones. 

The  religious  community  needs 
these  things  too,  and  wise  rabbis 
have  been  able  to  find  halachic 
solutions. 

The  current  rabbinate’s  refusal 
to  recognize  an  issue  feat  affects  a 
tenth  of  the  population,  its  obdu¬ 
racy  in  regarding  homosexuality 
as  a  “transgression”  instead  of 
understanding  that  (hose  con¬ 
cerned  have  no  other  choice,  and 
the  absurd  demand  feat  legal  dis¬ 
crimination  be  practiced  against 
10  percent  of  us  -  all  this  does 
more  than  testify  to  its  fear  in 
issuing  halachic  rulings,  a  fear 
that  is  characteristic  of  weak 
rabbinates. 

It  is  also  a  sure  recipe  for  dis¬ 
tancing  many  people  from  every¬ 
thing  connected  with  religion, 
Halacha  and  tradition,  simply  be¬ 
cause  they  feel  it  really  doesn’t 
rel3te  to  them  any  more. 

If  feat  is  the  rabbinate’s  inten¬ 
tion,  their  success  is  assured.  Bin 
where  has  their  wisdom  gone? 


The  writer  is  an  author  h*o 
lives  in  Jerusalem.  Her  latest 
book.  After  Childhood,  has  just 
been  published  by  DwV.  (Courte¬ 
sy  of  Yediot  Aharonot) 


divorcee. 

Both  notions  are  so  weak  as  to 
be  hardly  worth  examining.  The 
first  goes  against  the  dear  biblical 
text:  “And  [David]  Jay  with 
her....  And  the  woman  con¬ 
ceived.”  (11:4-5.) 

The  second  is  even  worse  in 
view  of  David’s  obvious  part  in 
bringing  about  Uriah’s  death. 
Crudely  put,  it  was  murder  hy 
remote  control,  after  the  king’s 
adultery  with  Bathsheba  while 
her  husband  was  still  alive. 

Perhaps  the  most  telling  argu¬ 
ment  against  any  attempt  at  apol¬ 
ogetics  is  in  fee  very  next  chapter, 
in  which  the  prophet  Nathan 
sternly  rebukes  David,  in  the 
name  of  God,  using  the  well- 
known  parable  of  fee  rich  man, 
who  owned  a  large  flock,  and  the 
poor  man,  who  has  a  single,  cher¬ 
ished  sheep  (n  Sam.  12). 

The  entire  chapter  is  worth 
studying  as  a  brilliant  example  of 
fee  high  moral  standards  the  Bi¬ 
ble  sets.  No  one,  not  even  King 
David,  is  above  fee  Jaw  and  the 
Bible  s  ethical  teaching. 

The  kindest  thing  that  can  be 
said  about  David  and  his  sin  is 
that  he  acknowledges  his  guilt 
and  is  full  of  remorse  over  what 
he  has  done.  Judaism  stresses  the 
effectiveness  of  sincere  repen- 

tanc<?  °Pza  10  everyone,  howev¬ 
er  grievous  the  sin. 

In  the  light  of  feat  important 

v!jue’  H  may  bT  said 
feat  King  David  ultimately  finds 

conciliation  * 

^!^,?.ofGod  and  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  his  people. 

off!T  d<*y  the  gravity  of  bis 
offense  or  attempt  to  whitewash 

is  to  'dl.  c?nvoluted  apologetics 

,  ,cas^  aspersions  on  its  ethi¬ 
cal  and  moral  teachings.  -  , 


S'  f  * 


0  * 

0t 


Tifte  writer  is  associate  editor  df 
The  Jewish  Bible  QuarteriyT. 
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ARTS  &  ENTERT  Al  NM  ENT 


uieir  show, 
which  is  based  on  Jewish  stories. 

abomL  t  lSTy  con«™ed 
public rhis  Jewish  stuff  in 

De^shl^USe  " s  the  EngUsh 

k  :e^,shl  d,«as«.  you  know  not 
*  jewish  “ 
whn  1  Bobbie  Grin  gras, 
who  along  with  Danny  Schein- 
mann  has  brought  Telling  Tales 

fe^CCeSS  overcome  their 

Telling  Tales  started  in  1991  at 

h®  Thealer  in  Camden, 

London,  and  soon  there  wasn’t  a 
ticket  to  be  had. 

People  were  saying.  ‘Isn’t 
there  a  song  here?’  so  gradually 

Sf  LP»l  a!I  the  Jewish  material 
~?ck’  says  Gringras.  “The  show 
seems  to  have  hit  a  chord  with  a 
new  generation  of  Jews  in  Brit- 


Telling  Jewish  tales  in  public 


ain.  They’re  less  ashamed  of  be¬ 
ing  Jewish." 

Audiences  kept  coming.  So  did 
the  reviewers,  who  said  things 
like  ‘  a  dour  cynical  world  needs 
more  of  their  kind"  or  "superla¬ 
tive  throughout." 

Telling  Tales  added  another 
month  onto  its  run  at  the  bigger 
King's  Head  Theater,  and  Grin- 
gras  finally  gave  up  his  teaching 
job. 

Teaching,  you  ask?  Ah,  yes. 
Beginning  at  the  beginning  is  al¬ 
ways  a  good  idea. 

Well  then.  Gringras  is  28.  He 
has  'only  brown  hair  and  bright 
lively  brown  eyes,  and  looks  like 
an  elf  is  supposed  to  look.  A  for- 


HELEN  KAYE 


Joni’s  no  baloney 


mer  Habonim  youth  movement 
activist  (he  ran  Habonim  In  Bir¬ 
mingham  while  at  Oxford),  he’s 
been  to  Israel  many  times,  but 
this  is  bis  first  visit  since  1986. 

He  and  Scheinmann  have  been 
friends  since  their  boyhood  in 
Manchester. 

Scheinmann  trained  as  an  actor 
from  the  start,  but  Gringras  - 
after  his  graduation  in  English 
literature  from  Oxford  -  went 
into  drama,  “because  I  wanted  to 
be  a  drama  teacher.  1  came  to 
London  to  run  a  workshop  for 
young  offenders." 

Scheinmann  also  gravitated  to 


London,  and  the .  two  started 
working  together  -  first  in  the 
Hindu  epic,  77se  Mahabharata, 
and  then,  because  Gringras  has 
always  loved  storytelling,  doing 
evenings  together. 

Then  they  met  director  Rebec¬ 
ca  Wolman,  and  Besht  Tellers 
was  bora. 

The  name  is  a  play  on  words, 
but  it’s  also  the  acronym  for  die 
founder  of  Hassidism,  the  Ba’al 
Sbem  Tov  (Master  of  the  Good 
Name),  "because  I'd  been  read¬ 
ing  a  lot  of  bassidic  tales.” 

And  they  had  to  find  a  name 
for  the  company  because  they 


had  devised  their  .TeAEng  Tales, 
which  was  supposed  td  play  in 
Jewish  community  centers. 

“Besides,  hassidus  is  about  en¬ 
counters  between  people  that  will 
bring  out  the  Divine  Spark,  and 
our  theater  is  about  encounters 
between  audience  and*  actors," 
says  Gringras. 

“Our  performances  aren’t  so 
much  about  theater  technique  as 
they  are  about  the  spark  that 
leaps  between  the  stage  and  the 
audience.” 

That  same  theater  technique 
has  earned  raves  from  the  critics, 
but  it  developed  from  Besht  Tell¬ 
ers’  trip  to  Russaa  to  March  in 
1991,  when  they  performed  in 


NEW  RELEASES 


T1RZAH  AGASSI 


JONI  Mitchell  albums  were 
once  maps  charted  by  a  fe¬ 
male  Marco  Polo  of 
consciousness. 

Her  latest  release,  Turbulent 
Indigo  (Hed  Ara),  is  not  on  a  par 
with  her  classics,  but  Mitchell  is 
back  in  the  saddle  with  a  firm 
sense  of  direction. 

Her  struggle  to  right  herself  is 
both  interesting  and  worthy  of 
respect,  and  if  you’ve  ever  loved 
Joni  Mitchell,  it’s  a  good  idea  to 
tune  in. 

Joni,  like  the  world  at  large,  is 
going  through  hard  times.  Her 
marriage  is  dead  and  it’s  time  to 
pick  up  the  pieces. 

“Oh  you  tireless  watcher"  she 
addressed  God  on  “The  Sire  of 
Sorrow  (Job’s  Sad  Song),’*  the 
album’s  final  cut.  “What  have  I 
done  to  you?/  That  you  make  ev¬ 
erything  I  dread  and  everything  I 
fear  come  true?" 

The  song  is  delivered  with  her 
old,  naked  honesty.  You  have  to 
credit  her  courage,  and  surely  it 
will  provide  great  comfort  to  oth¬ 
ers  who  feel  equally  tried.  Even 
those  who  are  on  better  terms 
with  their  Maker  will  experience 
a  gut  response.  It  is  music  which 
opens  one  up. 

“Sex  Kills"  is  her  strongest  and 
most  timely  statement  as  her 
voice,  roughened  by  years  of 
chain  smoking,  takes  on  the  task 
of  singing  out  to  her  listeners' 
consciences.  Lyrics  like  "Gov¬ 
erned  by  greed  and  Iust?/Just  the. 
strong  doing  what  they  can/ And 
the  weak  suffering  what  they 
must?”  may  be  somewhat  obvi¬ 
ous,  like  a  blunt  instrument,  but 
she  can  still  be  mighty  sharp. 
“And  sex  sells  everything/ And 
sex  kills’’  is  delivered  with  stilet¬ 
to-like  precision. 

It  is  to  her  credit  that  Mitchell 
has  avoided  the  “let’s  forget  in¬ 
ner-city  blacks  and  just  focus  on 
saving  endangered  species  with 
fur  and  feathers"  backpedaling 


prevalent  among  many  other 
baby-boom  rockers.  However, 
she  was  always  the  most  illumi¬ 
nating  in  the  sharing  of  her  own 
experience  of  life  and  love. 
When  she  did  this  she  was  a  mag¬ 
nificent  social-psychologist  cum 
historian. 

On  this  album,  Mitchell  is  not 
yet  ready  to  tell  all  about  her 
most  recent  disappointment. 
What  made  her  so  great  in  her 
heyday  was  her  ability  to  take 
notes  as  she  rushed  in  where  an¬ 
gels  fear  to  tread. 

Instead  of  hiding  out  in  Birken- 
stocks  and  hairy  Tegs  like  other 
feminists,  she  painted  her  toe¬ 
nails  and  did  coke  with  the  boys, 
jumping  into  the  fray  and  coming 
up  with  brilliant  lines  like  “Those 
cannibals  of  shuck  and  jive/ 
They’ll  eat  a  working  girl  like  her 
alive."  The  problem  was  in  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  avoid  being  eaten  up 
alive  herself. 

Turbulent  Indigo,  which  fea¬ 
tures  a  cover  portrait  of  Mitchell 
as  a  bandaged  Van  Gogh,  opens 
with  “Sunny  Sunday,"  a  song 
about  a  trapped  woman  who 
needs  “one  little  victory"  to  get 
out  of  a  set-up  that  sounds  like 
chapter  2  of  the  nightmare  drawn 
up  some  20  years  ago  in  The  Hiss¬ 
ing  of  Summer  Lawns. 

“Last  Chance  Lost”  performed 
together  with  estranged  husband 
Larry  Klein,  who  also  co-pro¬ 
duced:  is  supposed  to  have  some 
sort-  of  jazzy  distance  from  the 
fray.  But  it  just,  sounds  kind  of 
abstract  and,  to  my  ears, 
embarrassing. 

Mitchell  is  most  moving  on  the 
subject  of  womanhood  in  “The 
Magdalene  Laundries,"  a  song 
about  an  Irish  work  conveot  for 
fallen  women.  When  she  cries  out 
against  being  branded  a  “Jeze¬ 
bel,"  you  hear  her.  “Not  to 
Blame,”  a  song  about  wife-beat¬ 
ing,  is  also  clear  in  its  refusal  to 
blame  the  victim. 


trp*  vii  *  * 


MltcheO’s  voice,  roughened  by  years  of  chain  smoking,  has  kept  its  naked  honesty. {G-  Hosier) 


It’s  an  important  step.  I  just 
wish  she'd  get  on  with  it  and  fi¬ 
nally  exorcise  the  demon  of  mas¬ 
ochism  with  which  she  has  public¬ 
ly  struggled  for  so  long.  Now  that 
would  lead  to  some  musical 
masterpieces. 


In  the  meantime  the  album's 
best  song,  the  only  one  with 
much  of  a  beat,  is  “How  Do  You 
Stop,"  a  cover  of  a  number  origi¬ 
nally  done  by  funk  master  James 
Brown. 

Seal  sings  the  sweetest  backup 


as  Joni  asks  “How  do  you  stop/ 
Love  from  slipping  away?/How 
do  you  stop/Before  it’s  too  late?'' 
The  song,  with  its  catchy  refrain, 
has  a  refreshing  light  touch  -  an 
approach  that  is  always  a  good 
one  when  trying  to  save  love. 


Re-discovering  of  the  secret  of  Beethoven’s  seventh 


"1HE  second .  subscription 
concert  of  the  Israel  Sym- 
.  phony  Orchestra,  Rishon 
on,  was  a  rather  mixed  affair, 
arted  with  an  appealing  per- 
lance  of  Schubert’s  “Unfin- 
dv  Symphony,  continued 
a  rendition  of  Mozart's  D 
>r  Piano  Concerto,  which 
an  affront  to  the  intelligence, 
closed  with  Beethoven’s  Sey- 
Symphony,  which  started  in 
[indefinable  manner  but 
ed  momentum  and  closed 
aplomb. 

te  real  surprise  of  die  eve- 
was  the  hitherto  completely 
icwn  conductor  Wolfgang 
nnenwein.  who  not  only  pro- 
d  imaginative  and  creative 
icianship .  but  who  elicited 
i  the  orchestra  well  balanced 
rides  and  a  really  remark- 
exactitude  of  string 


:er  this  very  promising  start 
was  calamity.  The  pianist, 
a  Onay,  still  seems  in  her 
stage  of  musical  training, 
ig  Mozart's  divine  D  minor 
rto  like  an  un talented  con- 
toiy  student. 

ally  the  concert  offered  an- 
war- horse  -  Beethoven  s 
ith,  which,  in  order  not  to 
se  routine,  demands  an  in- 
jtation  containing  unmis- 
ile  substance.  Gfiennen- 
s  rendition  did  contain 
ional  substance  but  the 
ments  were  uneven.  The 
Mined  vague,  its  character  a 
ise,  but  from  the  second  on- 
Goennenwein  improved 
rkably.  Id  the  last,  he 
•d  to  have  discovered,  finai- 
;  secret.  The  finale  remind- 
c  of  Alfred  Einstein's  fam- 
jfinition  of  the  symphony  as 
ipotheosis  of  dance.” 
viv  Performing  Arts  Center , 
nber  11.  Benjamin  Bar-Am 


Lag  and  concluding  movements, 
rendered  with  relentless  power  of 
conviction. 

The  Polish  conductor  Jerzy 
Maksymiuk  elicited  the  fascinat¬ 
ing,  intricate  polyphonic  textures 
of  Britten’s  Prelude  and  Fugue 
op.  29  with  spellbinding  clarity. 
„  His  ability  to  build  up  tension 
leading  to  climactic  relief  was 
demonstrated  in  Beethoven's 
Seventh,  one  of  the  composer’s 
most  energy-charged  orchestral 
works.  Accomplishing  this,  all 
the  rest  seemed  to  fall  into  place 
□at-urally  -  a  well-balanced 
sound,  consolidated  playing,  and 
tempi  sounding  just  as  they 
should. 

Jerusalem  Theater,  December  14. 

Dry  Eppstein 

A  FORMIDABLE  array  of  a 
dozen  or  more  recorder  flutes,  in 
all  sizes  and  shapes,  attracted  the 
audience’s  attention  before  the 
members  of  the  Dutch  Lucky 
Stardust  Quartet  (Karel  van 
Steenhoven,  Daniel  Bruggen. 
Bertbo  Driever,  Paul  Leenhouts) 
mounted  the  stage  in  the  Authen- 
tica  Series’  Concert  No.  4. 

Four  recorder  flutists  don  t 
necessarily  promise  monotony  of 
sound.  Variety  was  provided,  in 
tonal  quality  as  well  as  range,  by 
the  difference  of  styles,  from  the 
Renaissance  of  Marenzio  and 
Sweelinck  to  the  Baroque  of  Vi¬ 
valdi  and  Bach,  and  the  modems, 
Charlie  P^ker.  Frans  Gevsen 


CONCERT  ROUNDUP 


and  Chiel  Meyering. 

The  moderns  revealed  that  the 
time-honored  recorder  doesn’t 
have  to  be  passe.  Parker  accom¬ 
plished  this  in  his  jazzy  way.  and 
the  others  through  unconvention¬ 
al  techniques  of  blowing  unusual 
patterns.-  both  sophisticated  and 
often  amusing. 

The  musical  highlight  of  the 
program  was  a  selection  of  Bach’s 
Art  of  the  Fugue.  Admirably 
faithful  in  style  and  with  perfect 
transparence  in  their  rendition  of 
the  intricate  contrapuntal  tex¬ 
ture,  the  recorders  showed  that 
they  are  as  legitimate  as  other, 
more  seriously  regarded  instru¬ 
ments  in  performing  this  respect- 
inspiring  work. 

Jerusalem  Theater.  December  17. 

Dry  Eppstein 

BEYOND  its  religious  connota¬ 
tions,  Christmas  is  an  occasion 
for  enjoyable  and  rarely  per¬ 
formed  music  appropriate  to  the 
season. 

The  selection  offered  by  Elisa¬ 
beth  Roloff  (organ),  Gabriele 
Bukowskj  (oboe).  Alan  Tchaikov 
(clarinet)  and  Barbara  Ann 
Schmutzler  (bassoon)  concen¬ 
trated  mainly  on  the  popular  tune 
“From  Heaven  High,”  m  an 
amazing  variety  of  different  ver¬ 
sions:  by  Pachelbel,  Oscar  Wer- 
mann  and.  of  course.  Johann  Se¬ 
bastian  Bach.  Likewise  in  the 


feast's  spirit  was  a  Shepherds' 
Music  for  clarinet  and  organ  by 
Richard  Fricke.  surprisingly  rem¬ 
iniscent  of  the  shepherd’s  song  in 
Tannhauser  by  Wagner. 

The  festive  atmosphere  was 
brightened  toward  the  end  by.  a 
Mozart  Divertimento,  originally 
for  three  basset-horns,  and  by  a 
delightful  Trio  Sonata  by  Tele¬ 
mann.  performed  by  al)  the 
protagonists. 

Lutheran  Redeemer  Church,  De¬ 
cember  17.  Dry  Eppstein 

THE  Israel  Sinfonietta  offered 
three  Bs  -  Bach,  Brahms  and 
Britten  -  for  their  fourth  Classica 
series.  Swiss  tenor  Christoph 
Homberger  effectively  projected 
the  progression  from  guilt  and 
turmoil,  through  renunciation,  to 


confident  faith  in  recitatives  and 
arias  from  Bach’s  only  cantata  for 
tenor  solo  -  No.  55. 

He  was  joined  by  young  Israeli 
french  homist  Hezi  Nir  for  Brit¬ 
ten's  Serenade,  op.  31,  a  collection 
of  six  meditations  on  the  flight  by 
England’s  finest  lyric  poets. 

The  imagery  and  language 
proved  too  subtle  for  any  real 
identification  by  the  interpreters, 
who  diligently  followed  the  musi¬ 
cal  markings. 

Brahms's  first  orchestral  Sere¬ 
nade,  op.  11,  was  another  matter. 
Music  director  Uri  Mayer’s  obvi¬ 
ous  intimacy  with  the  score  and 
sympathy  for  the  style  were  evi¬ 
dent.  He  drew  a  warm  and  sono¬ 
rous  performance. 

Beersheba  Conservatory,  Decem¬ 
ber  17.  Max  Steen 
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The  Sisters  Rosensweig 

bv  Wendv  Wasserstein 


Thursday,  December.  22,  January  5,  al  8:30  pjn.  RovinaHall 
"I  doubt  there'll  be  a  better  play  this  season" 


drive  safely 


Thursday.  January  12, 19,  at  8:30  pjn.  RovinaHall 
Moliere’s  entertaining,  classic  play,  revamped  as  a 
very  topical,  lively,  musical  comedy. 


Tickets  are  available  at  the  theatre  box  office 
Tel.  03-296071, 8  a.m.-9p,m. 


Success  has  eased  the  fears  tjf 
Besht-men  Robbie  -  Gringras 
(right)  and  Danny  Schetnmaim 
about  being  Too  Jewish.’ 

Russian  in  seven  cities  on  a  jour¬ 
ney  that  took  them  14,500 
kilometers. 


They  went  “because  it  was 
hard  to  be  a  Jew  in  Russia,  even 
though  that  was  the  time  of  mass 
emigration,  and  we  thought  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  take  the 
show  there. 

“Originally  we  were  going  to 
do  only  a  few  key  phrases  in  Rus¬ 
sian,  so  we  had  to  develop  physi¬ 
cal  and  musical  symbols  that 
would  tell  the  story.” 

Coming  back,  the  show  went 
into  the  Etcetera,  and  eventually 
ended  up  at  the  Arts  Theater  in 
the  West  End  last  year. 

So  now  you  know  why  Robbie 
Gringras  gave  up  teaching.  But  as 
he  says,  “I’m  still  a  bit  astonished 
at  making  a  living  from  Telling 
Tales.'* 

Telling  Tales  will  be  performed 
today  in  Kfar  Sava.  Thursday  in 
Nahariya  and  Saturday  at  ZOA 
House  in  Tel  Aviv.  4 


An  accent  on  comedy 


THEATER  REVIEW 


NAOMI  DOUDA) 


AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 

By  William  Shakespeare.  Direction,  De- 
dan  Dooneilan.  Design,  Nick  Ormcrod. 
Music,  Paddy  Cunneen.  Cheek  By  Jowl 
at  the  Cam  cri  Theater,  Tel  Aviv. 

Orlando  . Scott  Hnndy 

The  two  Dolus  _ ....  David  Hobbs 

Rosalind  . .  Adrian  Lester 

Cdh  ....................  Simon  Coates 

C  A  s  we  do  trust  they'll  end,  in 

jtxtrue  delights."  So  saith  the 
Duke  in  As  You  Like  It,  but  in 
fact  there  is  no  end  of  delight  in 
this  enchanting  production. 

Here  is  starkly  simplified 
Shakespeare  in  which  attention  is 
diverted  from  the  set  (sans  scen¬ 
ery,  sans  props  for  the  first  half; 
only  the  scantiest  suggestion  of 
them  in  the  second)  to  the  actor 
and  the  text.  This  exposes  a  rich 
and  brilliantly  compelling  vein  of 
comedy  hitherto  dormant  in  the 
staging  of  the  works. 

Never  has  Elizabethan  ribaldry 
and  revelry  rung  so  true  or 
roused  such  unrepressed  hilarity 
in  a  contemporary  audience. 

With  all  their  virtuosity  and 
versatility,  this  is  not  merely  a 
company  of  gay  clowns.  With 
their  ironic,  unabashed  treatment 
of  the  pastoral  convention  and 
the  dream  world  of  the  forest. 


they  release  the  play  from  the 
seotimentalization  that  too  often 
distorts  it,  to  reveal  the  chaotic 
tangle  of  hidden  sexual  desire 
that  truly  informs  it. 

The  homosexual  (male  and  fe¬ 
male)  undercurrents  are  subtly 
but  unmistakably  stated  as  in  the 
text,  and  their  loves  unashamedly 
consummated.  If  there  was  any 
doubt  as  to  the  veracity  of  this  or 
the  return  to  the  men-as-women 
Shakespearean  casting,  Rosa¬ 
lind’s  “if  I  were  a  woman"  epi¬ 
logue  must  finally  remove  it. 

Hie  actors  were  all  superb,  as- 
was  the  director,  with  bis  pregnant 
pauses  and  use  of  consummate 
choreographers.  Adrian  Lester 
made  for  a  refreshing  Rosalind, 
Simon  Coates  an  earnestly  con¬ 
vincing  Celia,  Richard  Cant  a  cute 
Audrey,  and  Wayne  Cater  a  phe¬ 
nomenally.  funny  Phoebe. 

Marvelous  in  the  male  roles 
were  Scott  Handy,  a  vibrant  Or¬ 
lando,  David  Hobbs  doubling  for 
both  Dukes,  and  Michael  Gardi¬ 
ner  as  Jaques. 

If  even  a  few  of  our  young  Is¬ 
raeli  actors  were  to  emulate  the 
devotion  of  this  dedicated  group, 
it  might  save  our  theater  from  its 
state  of  galloping  vulgarization. 


Curtain  rises  on  Fellini 


DORA  -SOWDEIt 


THIS  year’s  Curtain  Up  at 
the  Suzanne  Dellal  Theater 
(December  10-14)  in  Tel 
Aviv  proved  to  be  different.  In 
five  programs  of  more  than  a  doz¬ 
en  items,  choreographers  were 
given  a  theme  -  filmmaker  Feder¬ 
ico  Fellini  -  on  which  to 'set  then- 
works.  The  result  was  a  kind  of  a 
■game.  .  - 

On  the  first  night,  nine  young 
people  in  elaborate,  bizarre 
flame-red  dress  marked  Fellini’s 
Florentine  connections  and  a  ma¬ 
jor-domo  called  out  the  names  of 
worthies  as  they  entered  the 
auditorium. 

In  a  work  choreographed  by 
veteran  actress-dancer  Deborah 
Bertonoff  and  Daniela  Michaeli, 
Bertonoff  brought  in  her  inimita¬ 
ble  touch.  She  danced  a  dream 
fantasy  about  a  clown  (she  even 
put  on  a  little  red  nose  and  a  coat 
with  pompoms)  and  did  a  pas-de- 
deux  with  a  young  man.  It  was 
delightful. 

There  were  other  good  perfor¬ 
mances:  soloist  Vera  Montero  of 
Portugal  danced  a  hysterical  por¬ 
trait  of  alienation  of  which  the 


title  told  much:  “Perhaps  We 
Could  Dance  First  and  Think  Af¬ 
terwards";  and  Tero  Sarinen  of 
Finland  performed  a  solo  he  had 
done  here  before:  as  a  white¬ 
faced  puppet  wearing  a  tutu,  as 
agDe  and  striking  as  ever. 

Tamar  Borer  made  good  use  of 
a  piano  and  pianist  to  show  her 
skills.  Intimations  of  Fellini  were 
evident  in  other  works,  but  where 
his  craziness  always  had  cohesive 
logic,  in  these  there  were  more 
miming  and  movement  than 
dance. 

In  Sharon  Kashi’s  work  there 
were  glimpses  of  beauty  -  and  the 
music  of  Albinoni  surely  helped. 
Galia  Fridkin  and  David  Uchnell 
each  aimed  at  sophistication  and 
humor  and  Ofra  Levi  over¬ 
dressed  her  rather  pretentious 
group  work. 

In  the  final  program  Anat  As- 
sulin  created  a  fun  piece  and  nine 
members  of  the  Kibbutz  Dance 
Company's  workshop  made  it  so 
-  with  perhaps  a  bit  too  much 
showoff,  since  1,000  balloons 
that  popped  or  flew  skywards 
don’t  really  equal  1,000  downs. 


you  were  i 
young,  life  ^ 
was  full  of  l 
little  joys  < 
and  big  dis¬ 
asters.  » 

Fortun-  > 
ately,  no  mat-, 
ter  what  therel 

was  someone  - - 

you  could  always  turn  to  - 
to  make  the  hurt  less  pain¬ 
ful,  the  problem  less  confus¬ 
ing,  the  loneliness  less 
frightening.  Your  mother’s 
love  was  as  unconditional  as 
it  was  boundless. 

This  year,  return  some  of 
that  love  through  a  generous 
donation  to  The  Jerusalem 
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Post  For¬ 
sake  Me 
Not 
I  Fund 
•  Tens  of 
\  thou- 
v  sands 

\  of 

poor 
and 

_  lonely 

mothers  and  grandmothers 
throughout  Israel  look  to 
the  Fund  to  provide  winter  I 
heating,  warm  clothing  and 
other  basic  necessities.  ® 

This  year,  they  need  you.  i 
Please  be  there  for  them.  | 

Fqst  The  Jerusalem  Post  f 
Forsake-Me-Not  Fund  9 
P.O.  Box  81  § 

Jerusalem,  L  4 
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Commercial  banks’  liquidity 


requirements  to  be  reduced 


Change  will  allow  higher  returns  on  deposits 


THE  Bank  of  Israel  will  reduce 
the  .commercial  banks’  liquidity 
requirements  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  enabling  savers  to  get 
higher-  returns  on  their  deposits. 

The  central  bank  notified  the 
banks  yesterday  of  the  impending 
changes,  which  will  free  up  more 
money  for  the  banks  to  lend  and 
increase  their  demand  for 
deposits. 

The  banks,  in  turn,  will  attract 
deposits  by  promising  higher 
yields  for  them. 

Savings  deposits  for  a  period  of 
up  to  six  days  will  have  to  meet  a 
six  percent  liquidity  requirement 
instead  of  8%. 


JOSE  ROSENFELD 


Liquidity  requirements  for  de¬ 
posits  of  seven  days  and  up  to  a 
year  will  go  down  to  3%,  instead 
of  6%  for  a  period  of  up  to  three 
months  and  4%  for  up  to  a  year. 

Deposits  for  a  period  of  a  year 
or  longer  will  have  no  liquidity 

requirement 

These  changes  are  expected  to 
bring  administrative  restrictions 
to  accepted  Western  levels  and 
eliminate  previous  distortions, 
which  created  a  gap  between  the 
interest  borrowers  paid  on  loans 
and  that  paid  by  the  banks  on 
deposits. 


Report:  Healthcare 
most  profitable 
industry  in  US 


NEW  YORK  (Reuter)  -  Tight 
cost  control  boosted  healthcare 
to  become  the  most  profitable  US 
industry  this  year,  despite  the 
failure  of  health  reform  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  an  industry  report  said. 

Individuals,  corporations  and 
government,  anticipating  health¬ 
care  reforms,  pressured  business¬ 
es  to  economize,  pushing  down 
the  level  of  inflation  of  medical 
costs,  Forbes  magazine  said  in  its 
Report  on  American  Industry  re¬ 
leased  yesterday. 

The  report  ranks  1,340  large 
companies  in  21  industries  and 
industry  subgroups  based  on  their 
five-year  return  on  equity  -  the 
measure  of  how  much  a  company 
earns  per  share  divided  by  the 
number  of  shareholders. 

In  addition,  Forbes  said,  “con¬ 
solidation  driven  by  cost-cutting 
swept  every  segment  of  health 
care  in  1994,”  which  also  helped 
boost  average  profits. 

Financial  services  -  helped  by 
low  interest  rates  in  recent  years  - 
emerged  near  the  top  of  the  list, 
going  to  fourth  from  eighth  place. 

The  entertainment  business 
was  another'  star  performer,  mov¬ 
ing  into  the  top  10  with  help  from 
high-profile  Hollywood  hits.  Par¬ 
amount's  Forest  Gump  and  Walt 
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The  new  liquidity  requirements 
will  become  effective  on  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  the  central  bank 
announced. 

The  move  marks  an  additional 
step  in  the  Bank  of  Israel's  bank¬ 
ing  liberalization  program. 

In  contrast  to  1987,  when  the 
average  commercial  bank  liquid¬ 
ity  requirements  stoed  at  63%,  it 
stood  at  21%  at  the  end  of 
October. 

Non-iinked  deposit  liquidity 
requirements  fell  to  6.5%  from 
31%,  index-linked  deposit  liquid¬ 
ity  dropped  to  32%  from  63%. 


and  foreign  currency-linked  de¬ 
posit  liquidity  tumbled  to  24% 
from  84%. 

As  of  January  1,  mortgage  and 
investment  banks,  as  well  as  oth¬ 
er  financial  institutions,  will  be 
subject  to  the  same  liquidity  re¬ 
quirements  that  fall  on  regular 
commercial  banks. 

This  will  increase  the  potential 
for  competition  in  the  money  and 
capital  market. 

The  reason  is  that  these  banks 
which  have  previously  relied  al¬ 
most  exclusively  on  index-linked 
sources  will  he  able  to  raise  funds 
from  non-linked  or  foreign  cur¬ 
rency-linked  sources. 


SUPERVISOR  of  Monopolies 
Yoram  Turbo wicz  is  planning  to 
request  the  anti-trust  court  ,  to  is¬ 
sue  an  order  opening  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  cement  to  competi¬ 
tion, -the  Industry  and  Trade 
Ministry  announced  yesterday. 

Turbo  wicz,  who  is  investigat¬ 
ing  the  transportation  of  cement 
from  Nesher,  the  nation’s  sole  ce¬ 
ment  producer,  has  found  that  a 
de  facto  monopoly  exists  in  ce¬ 
ment  transportation. 

Nesher’s  joint  owners,  Koor 
and  Qal,  also  own  Toval  a  ce¬ 
ment  transport  company  which 
has  exclusive  control  over  the 
transportation  of  cement. 

The  company  itself  does  not 
own  any  trucks  but  employs  a 
closed  group  of  about  20  subcon¬ 
tractors  for  the  transportation  of 


Tsur  approves  import  of 
2,000  tons  of  potatoes 


GAUT  UPKIS  BECK 


Disney  Co’s  Lion  King  each  took 
in  about  $300  million  at  the  box 
office  in  1994  and  racked  up  huge 
profits  for  their  studios. 

Sellers  of  consumer  non-dura¬ 
bles  -  clothing  and  other  personal 
products  -  also  had  a  strong  year, 
as  the  improving  economy 
brought  consumers  back  into 
stores.  The  group  became  the 
second  strongest  industry  sector, 
in  place  of  food,  drink  and 
tobacco. 

Aerospace  and  defense,  like 
the  medical  business,  has 
watched  profits  grow  because  of 
cost  cutting.  While  shrinking  mil¬ 
itary  budgets  have  cut  sales,  ef¬ 
fective  financial  management  has 
sparked  a  surge  in  earnings.  The 
group  climbed  to  seventh  from 
13th  last  year. 

In  contrast,  computer  sales 
soared,  but  the  group’s  profit 
ranking  felL 

Cut-throat  competition  got 
consumers  into  stores  but  didn’t 
do  much  for  shareholders  of  high- 
technology  stocks.  The  group  fell 
from  10th  to  15th. 

The  metals  business  ended  up 
in  last  place  -  with  energy,  trans¬ 
port,  construction,  and  forest 
products  also  near  the  bottom  of 
the  list. 


AGRICULTURE  Minister 
Ya'acov  Tsur  has  approved  the 
import  of  2,000  tons  of  potatoes 
for  industry  from  Turkey,  follow¬ 
ing  a  60  percent  price  increase  in 
the  last  two  weeks. 


Potato  prices  have  risen  to 
NIS  3.4  per  kilo  on  the  wholesale 
market  from  NIS  2-NIS  2.2  at 
the  beginning  of  December. 


The  ministry  also  reported  that 
tomato  prices  remain  high,  de¬ 
spite  imports  by  Agrexco  and  pri¬ 
vate  companies. 

A  shipment  of  700  tons  of  to¬ 
matoes  imported  by  Agrexco 
from  Spain  and  the.  Canary  Is¬ 
lands  arrived  at  A&hcfod  "port  yes¬ 
terday.  The  shipment,  which  is 


Agrexco  has  imported  a  total 
of  2£00  tons  of  tomatoes,  1,000 
tons  of  onions  and  750  tons  of 
carrots  in  the  last  three  weeks. 

Vegetable  Board  managing  di¬ 
rector  Efrahn  Shalom  said  vege¬ 
table  prices  remain  high,  due  to 
brokerage  fees  on  the  wholesale 
and  retail  market. 


Ya’acov  Tsur 


equivalent  to  two  days  of  con¬ 
sumption,  represents  the  largest 


Shalom  said  wholesalers  buy 
tomatoes  imported  by  sea  for 
NIS  5-  per  kfio  and  sell  them  to 
retailers  for  NIS  7.50  per  kilo,  a 
50  percent  profit 

Shalom  said  cucumber  prices 
have  dropped  to  NTS  3  per  kfio 
from  an  all-time  high  of  NIS  8  per 
kilo  two  weeks  ago.  i 

He  emphasized  that  the  price 


tomato  consignment  ever  to  ar-  even  though  there  were  no 
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rive  here. 


imparts. 


12  firms 
apply  for 
tender  from 
Environment 

Ministry 


Kessar:  51%  of  El  A1 
will  be  sold  by  May 


HAIM  SHAPIRO 


UAT  COLLINS 


TWELVE  companies  have  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  tender  to  operate  an 
administrative  body  which  would 
help  the  Environment  Ministry  fi¬ 
nance  projects  combatting  envi¬ 
ronmental  problems  in  existing 
factories. 

The  aid  will  be  given  to  combat 
problems  of  air  pollution,  waste- 
water,  solid  waste  and  hazardous 
materials  and  will  help  cover  costs 
of  monitoring  and  neutralizing 
equipment,  or  moving  over  to  en¬ 
vironmentally  friendly  produc¬ 
tion  processes  and  technology. 

Environment  Ministry  Director 
General  Israel  Peleg,  who  heads 
the  ministry’s  tenders’  commit¬ 
tee,  said  the  government  grant 
would  amount  to  35%  of  the  fac¬ 
tories’  investment. 

The  maximum  grant  would  be 
NIS  LI  minion.  Hie  approved 
budget  is  some  NIS  500m.  over 
four  years.  The  administration 
would  have  a  budget  of 
NIS  112m.  for  1995. 

Peleg  said  the  administration 
would  check  factories’  grant  re¬ 
quests  and  refer  them  for  approv¬ 
al  to  the  interministerial  steering 
committee  he  heads. 

According  to  ministry  esti¬ 
mates,  some  NIS  1.6  billion  wfll 
be  invested  by  industry  in  envi¬ 
ronment-related  treatment  in  the 
next  four  years. 


FIFTY-ONE  percent  of  El  Al’s 
shares  will  be  sold  by  May,  Trans¬ 
port  Minister  Yisrael  Kessar  said 
yesterday. 

Once  the  company  conies  out 
of  receivership  in  February,  die 
government  will  sell  a  majority  of 
its  shares. 

Kessar,  who  appeared  at  the 
Knesset  Finance  Committee,  said 
that  as  soon  as  the  national  carri¬ 
er  ended  its  period  of  bankrupt¬ 
cy,  a  board  of  governors  would  be 
appointed. 

in  a  different  matter,  Kessar 
told  the  committee  members  that 
the  ministry  intends  to  allocate 


another  1,500  taxi  permits. 

He  said  taxi  drivers  with  at 
least  eight  years  of  experience 
who  did  not  own  their,  own  vehi¬ 
cles  would  be  able  to  acquire  a 
permit  for  $40,000. 

Those  with  less  than  eight 
years  of  experience  would  be  of¬ 
fered  permits  for  $55,000. 

Kessar  explained  that  the  offi¬ 
cial  price  of  a  taxi  permit,  com¬ 
monly  called  a  “green  number” 
because  taxi  license  plates  were 
once  green,  is  $20,000. 

In  practice,  however,  on  the 
black  market  the  permits  are 
traded  for  about  $85,000,  he  said. 


Somekh  Chaikin  joins 
Price  Waterhouse 
worldwide  organization 
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SOMEKH  Chaikin,  one  of  the 
country’s  largest  professional  ser¬ 
vices  and  public  accounting  firms, 
has  signed  an  agreement  to  join 
the  Price  Waterhouse  (PW) 
worldwide  organization,  the  com¬ 
panies  announced  yesterday. 

Somekh,  which  has  maintained 
a  dose  working  relationship  for 
more  than  25  years  with  PW,  will 
join  the  organization  as  of  Janu¬ 
ary  1. 

"The  addition  of  Somekh 
nm.-Mn  to  our  worldwide  organi¬ 
zation  will  enhance  the  ability  of 
Price  Waterhouse  firms  to  serve 
multinational  clients  whose  busi¬ 
nesses  are  expanding  in  Israel," 
said  PW  World  chairman  Shaun 
O’Malley. 

“It  also  will  give  Somekh  Chai¬ 
kin’s  clients  increased  access  to 
the  broad  range  of  services  of¬ 
fered  by  Price  Waterhouse  firms 
around  the  world.” 

The  companies  said  they  have 
a  common  computer  network  and 
have  been  sharing  information  on 
a  broad  range  of  business  topics 
and  procedures  for  many  years. 


Mordecai  Soloff,  PW’s  Israel 
liaison  and  a  partner  in  its  New 
York  office,  said  the  US  firm  has 
experienced  increased  interest  in 
Israel  from  clients  in  the  past  few 
years. 

“The  easing  of  tensions  in  the 
Middle  East  has  improved  condi¬ 
tions  for  doing  business  in  Isra¬ 
el"  Soloff  said. 

“Somekh  Chaikin’s  profession¬ 
al  expertise  and  its  wide  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  local  business  envi¬ 
ronment  will  ensure  that  the 
Price  Waterhouse  firms  provide. a 
.  full  range  of  the  highest  quality, 
solution-oriented  services  in  this 
rapidly  emerging  economy,”  So¬ 
loff  said. 

Founded  in  1949,  Somekh  has 
offices  in  Tel  Aviv,  Haifa  and 
Jerusalem.  Its  total  personnel  is 
more  than  300,  including  17 
partners. 

The  PW  organization  includes 
447  offices  in  118  countries.  The 
network  of  firms  offers  account¬ 
ing,  auditing,  tax  and  consulting 
services  to  corporations  and  gov¬ 
ernment  agencies. 


to  open 


nm 


cement 


JOSE  ROSENFELD 


bags  of  cement  and  uses  Ta’avura 
for  moving  cement  in  bulk, 

■  When  customers  pay  for  ce¬ 
ment  orders,  they  pay  the  price  of 
cement, -the  transportation  costs 
and  a  fee  to  TovaL  -  #  . 

While  die  price  of  cement  is 
controlled,  since  Nesher  is  a  mo¬ 
nopoly,  the  transportation  prices 
are  not  ’_’■■■ 

Following  consultations  with 
Nesher  and  other  interested  par¬ 
ties,  Tmbowicz  will  move  to  open 
Neshcr’a  gates  to.  new  cement 
shippers  under  the  following 
conditions.. 

The  new  arrangements  will 
preserve  safety  levels  at  the 
plants  and  their  security  and. will 
conform  to  their  loading 


capacity.  ,-r'  -V  7, ; 

A  simflar  prpcetnn?  be .  un¬ 
dertaken  later  fof  .^the^aispdila- 
tion  of  cement  in  Tjufir  tasod on- 
the  experience  from 

opening  the  :transpqjt^|^f  ce¬ 
ment  bags  to  compef^pfcV#  - 
The  Industry  and  Xffife  Mink- 
try  estimates  tfaaT'q&fc#  Con¬ 
sumption  wifi  fetidL:'five  >5imUk)n 
-tons- this  year.  ... 

About  two-tK^y^that 
amount  .will  be  sold  &  teik,  while 
the  remaining 

bass.: '  •  -  ■  . '  £ 


Nesher .  plantswfil  .produce-  4j5 
million  tons  in  its  .finfee  phots. 

However,  m  meet  lo¬ 

cal  .  demand,  Nesbet  'vaT  import 


300,000  tons,  mostly  as  bulk. 
Other  importers-  Will.^hring  in 
800,000  tons  inlMgs.  . 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 


Top  Image  Systems  signs  agreement  .with  Japanese  firm:  Top : 
Image  Systems  of  Ramal  Gan  has  signed^  markrting  and  . 


office  automation  and  teleconmninicationS. 

The  first  phase  of  the  agreement  provides  for  Hasso’s 
acquisition  of  Top  Image's  Automatic  Fanns  Processing  System 
for  credit  card  vouchers.  Hasso  has  said  salts  are  expected  to 
total  $10  million  for  tiie  first  two  years. 


Plastic  indnstxy  expected  to  grow 17%  this  yean  The  plastic 
indnstty  is  expected  to  grow  17  percent  tins  year  to  $590.  million, 
despite  a  drop  in  profits  from exports,  the  Manufactories  .  •  ■ 
Association  announced  yesterday.  . .  V  >•’  .*  . 

Uri  Pelari,  chairman  nf  the  Manufactures  Aqanriatinri  plastic 
division,  said  the  growth  in'  the  sector's  earnings  is  mainly  a-resdtt 
of  old  orders.  He  said  plastic  companies  fear  that  profits  from 
exports  will  continue  to  fall  next  year,  as  a  result  of the  :  •  - 
government’s  and  Bank  oflsrael’s  foreign  currency  policy. 


Be^gadnradeiocalrepresentotive  of  JvoreanilnH  Samsung:  - 
Bergad,  part  of  the  Eisenbeig  group  has  been  made  exclusive  local 
representative  for  Korean  concent  Samsung.  Bergad  has  ■ . 


trader  private  labels  Jet  Point  and  Empire;  -i 

Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin’s  visit  tojtore^l  tfieagaicy  Easnow— 
opened  officially  and  wifi  widen  its  range  of  electronic  audio/ 
video  and  white  goods.  Several  other  companies  competed  forthe 
Samsung  license -indudieg _  Crystal  Sensor  and  Delhi.  .. 

Dani  Keret,  head  of  Samsung  (Israel),  said  he  intended  to 
conquer  eight  percent  of  the  color  TV  market  and  10%  of  the 
microwave  marioet  within  the  first  year  of  operation.  Service  will 
initially  be  provided  by  Sansui  importers  Dynamic  80. 


TASE’s  total  market  value  folk  20J9%  this  yean  The  total  market 
value  for  the  Tel  Aviv  Stock  Exchange  this  year  is  an  estimated 
■  NIS  194.9  million,  a  20.9  percent  drop  from  NIS  246:3m.  last 
year.  However,  the  figure  is  sClQ  higher  than  1992’s  market  value 
of  NIS  1853m.  . 


Safety  Guard  signs  deal  with  Austrian  company:  Safety  Guard 
has  signed  a  marketing  agreement  with  Austrian  machinery  and 
equipment  marketer  Metuigen.  Safety  Guard  manufactures 
electro-optical  welding  masks  according  to  a  unique  technology.  A 
NIS  200,000  order  has  already  been  filled  for  Meturgen,  meant 
mainly  for  the  Austrian  and  Hangar-fan  markets. 


JOEL,  HSP  buys  two  additional  buildings  in  San  Diego:  JOEL 
and  Pass-Port  subsidiary  Health  Science  Properties  has  purchased 
two  additional  buildings  in  San  Diego.  HSP  invests  in  properties 
for  use  by  the  biotechnology  and  pharmaceutical  industries. 

Up  to  now,  HSP  has  invested  a  total  $56  million  in  four 
properties  and  expects  an  annual  return  of  13  percent  on 
investment  and  14%  on  capital 


Heineken  grants  Tempo  Beer  Industries  10-year  contract:  Tempo 
Beer  Industries  has  been  granted  a  10-year  contract  by  Heineken 
for  manufacturer  of  Amstel  beer  here.  Heineken  will  provide 
technical  know-how  to  Tempo,  which  will  also  continue  to  act  as 
local  distributor  for  Heineken  beer. 

Tadiran  Communications  introduces  infra-red  broadcast  system: 
People  and  equipment  which  tend  to  wander  around  the  office 
building  can  now  be  easily  located  by  Tadisearoh,  Tadiran 
Communications  infra-red  broadcast  system. 
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MaiLszC 

ItarLazCS 

MuLazW3 

Mbvav 

Mkmael 

MTU 

N0MAMV 

PrlOr 

RadSaa 

RogmlniL 

ItoffiBvWS 

Mmi 

Sasun 

Snusd 

Tashfcc 

Investment 

Companies 


206 

2145  U> 
18450 
11150 
13450  04 

14550 
6100 
55X0  29 

Industrials 

Nana  PdeeXchg 

acoogapi 

uxtoonagn 

bpman 
mBanvhM 
tikco 


Mwachg 
1107  1J 
637  419 
767  -  OJ 
453  09 

119547 
5201  15 

1B2D0  OJ 
1200  1  5 

7037  0.3 
19650  -4.1 
2217  4X3 
3132  U 
16350  -0  S 
220  -1.B 
391 

239  1.7 

6515  1J 
1179 
18050 
174.50 
175X0 
391  -03 


Formula _ 

FteUntl...__. 
■—  -* 

ifwjnnj — __ 

Frtdsian___ 

Gaheiet _ 

Gnu* - 

Hapoakn 


IndDevBK  __ 
Isromoo  — 
brCorpI — 

luCoq: - 

IsCham  ___. 

IDB _ 

lOBDov - 

1LDC - 

JEC  - . . 

JOEL _ 

KardanS 

Khan _ 

Ktsor _ 

Lsutrt  - 

UfsMZl - 

Makhiestl _ 

MafixiS _ 

Maman  — 

Marin - 

Mashov _ 

Mehadria _ 

MeeEzra — 
Mtehkan 

UMah _ 

Muflkxfc - 

MGN5 - 

UU.1  _ 

NaurtOS. _ 

Odf _ 

Ormai - 

Oaem _ _ 

QsomVVi  _ 

PazntEx_ _ 

Packer - 

Peridas _ 

Petrehsm _ 

Pttyon - 

PotoalB _ 

Posekloa _ 


Investment 

Companies 


Rogosln  — 
SeiaPunp-. 


218 

3.3 

Magon 

1074 

05 

8803 

OX 

MagaS 

1869 

34427 

Males 

595 

SO 

807 

OJ 

OcrfCi 

13000 

04 

685 

OrtWi 

amra 

1J 

1041 

ox 

Qter 

11360 

730 

Roman  1 

10«7 

3.3 

409 

0.7 

Rani 

481 

18050 

-ao 

Rbn4 

295 

0.7 

18X00 

BeharDov 

2S7B 

02 

480 

1725 

xo 

Sacunm 

SocauC 

2138 

12X00 

Name  PitcaWio 

dartunl  2170 

■oar  7TB  22 

naronr  8750  27 

Anon  1484 

Binyan  72346  2J 

Human  2200 

Uknge  12950 

□puma  200 

Regerti  333 

Yaan  94JQ0  2J 

Oil  Exploration 

Nana  PdcaWig 

DKDExl  2060 

NaN>na  3650  3J 


SOURCE: 


TabluiS — 

Tempol  — 

Tava _ 

TovaC _ 

Tlbru/eaL.._ 

TAT5 _ 

Ufdan  0. 

Yaad _ 

Vtona - 


—  312055 

-  4877 

- 2008 

- 458 

- 7.8 

- 3878 

— 13 am 

- 550 

- 204 

- 1484 

_ 24071 

819 
- 7229 

*WN  1118 

1827 

1710 

- 645 

- 1873 

- 788 

-  8263 

—  18903 

—  20417 

- 8012 

- 1453 

- 8910 

_ 2127 

- 1426 

_ 41944 

- 969 

_  34414 

—  33187 

- 1098 

_ 5519 

- 4S2 

- 425 

- 7448 

- 385 

28267 
- 8J 

—  20953 
™  21157 

- 275 

- 962 

-  4960 

_ 1014 

- 1019 

—  124.0 

- 352 

. —  1098 

22633 

- 327 

- 292 

. —  1484 

- 818 

- 808 

_ 9M5 

- 298 

.....  13530 

- 2444 

— .  28720 

- 1146 

- 1001 

. —  5529 

- 396 

- 8.6 

-  8240 

- 712 

_ 1857 

nTaSs 

-  9576 

_ 2114 

—  1389 
...  10395 

- 401 

_ 85J) 

2298 

—  150.5 

—  5149 

—  173948 

—  1333 

—  70173 

- 423 

- 392 

_ 318 

- :  382 

- 662 

. 777 


Two-sided  trading 


afternoon 

%  Vtfume 

Change  Sham 

02  3500  ' 

-22  29900 

10.0  1280000 
-02  31500 

-OS  252 

07  480 

1.5  990 

OS  3000 

9JQ  1050000 
-1.7  16800 


-2.0  31500 

-02  60300 

•15  180700 

-2.0  16800 

-0.7  112000 

42  55000 

1.7  2400 

-0 2  350000 

42  10800 

13020 
02  18830 

10400 
-1.7  91000 

-12  12000 

-05  3000 

05  26400 

-25  4515 

15  3200 

-05  2500 

05  1575 

3-0  1400 

0.7  3900 

1.0 

■22  554200 

-1.7  23100 

-25  300000 

'  15  700 

-55  18100000 

-Z0  2700 

22 

-05  5093000 

348500 
-05  45000 

1.0  172800 

-25  54000 

-35  192000 

0.5  100000 

64800 
•15  22560 

-35  5800QQ 


-25  33750 

■02  68000 


25  20000 
05  1860000 
15  1080 
3 2  10000 
0.7  44250 


MORNSNQ  - 
%Vduroa 
i  Changa  Shares 

25  4777 

9907 
105  845708 
40171 
15  47 

101 

15  2828 

14658 
8212 
2  2  192114 
15  11575 
55  1953 

25  37564 
25  25533 
15  2587 

992 
78S2 

22  flpqp 
33449 
15  3537 

15  15702 
50  -  189 
22  7781 

15  59696 
25  SOSO 
25  1848 

35  4778 

4.0  1618 

30246 
35  3402 

4691 
14264 
15  885 

3287 
25  484 

25  185 

35  1S171 

0.7  1195 

15  9285 

18  155701 
10358 
15  94444 
05  230 

4.14707468 
25  508 

25  103 

04  545063 
25  26803 
21987 
58  27810 
1.5  5390 

OO  212562 
65037 
1.0  10346 
35  5209 

2.1  34441 

22978 

1.5  7216 
32802 

6030 
15  3949 

18  116293 
55  108 

14444 
1378 
25  1830 

-OlB  31788 
25  300 

2.1  975 
390686 

05  S96 

35  24679 
35  18037 

1.6  91832 

1851 
35  4813 

95  36984 
33  1008 

34880 
3.0  41481 
9615 
&1  92126 
15  6154 

148 
3798 
'  05  414 

1648S 

3.1  20311 
28863 

1.1  16600 
44468 


mtreons  nxtCANJAucra. 


■  _  S 

:  i  s :  'r  x 

:l  s  a  -?  i : :  r_e 

■=:==:=^^i== 

~  . . 

1  —  —  -  1 

Aw  dp  tain, 


Pt*a  cAp  tarn 


dp  Nun* 


Pnt»  chp  taw. 


An  the  tan. 


NEW  YORK 

AMP  Inc - 72 

AMR  COP  — —  51X75 

ASA - 44 

Abbaa  UM - 32.5 

Acme  OevBtana  .  1075 
Advanced  Urn  _  22.76 
Aetna  Uta  — 45.75 

AiflHad  Pub  -  8X75 

Aflac  _______  33X75 

Anmentonpf)  15X25 

Ah  Pro* - 45X75 

AJbenthCiev  B  — 2BX 

Afeenan* - 20X5 

Alcan  Ata*aan  25X75 
Aka  samara  _  81X75 
Ata  8  Aka  — _.  IBS 
AJtogheny  Pow»  .  21X5 
AHsd  SlBral  — —  34 

Alcoa  - - 81X75 

Amax  _______  27 

Amdahl  Cop - ms 

Amanda  Hwa  .  44X25 
Amor  Brands  —  35.75 

Amur  Cwananm - - 

Amar  B  Pn*  ___  33 
Amor  Extras  -  20.125 
Amar  Gert  Cop  28.375 
Amar  Qcmom  _  26.125 
Amar  Home  Pr  .  84X75 

Amor  M  - 97X78 

Amor  Nefl  hs  —  495 

Amar  Sans - 255 

AmerTJT  _ 5125 

Amartach - 42 

Arnsnw  Inc -  10.125 

Amoco - 81X25 

Anatag  Dsmcos  _  31.75 

Anhounf-Busoi  .  M.7B 

Aon  Cop  - 31 

AppN  COmpuar  39X75 
AictwrOaneb  ._  202& 

Adda - - - - 

Amuo  - - B25 

Armstrong  MMd  39.125 
Astra)  -  ■  27X25 

AflMeneMH - 33X25 

ASTRasean*  _  14X75 
AitMicRcnM.  mas 
Aut>DraaP» —  sex 
Autodesk  — _ —  39.75 
AMOnDannson  -  342b 

Avnaf  tad - -  35X75 

A»on  Pitxaxas  _  82X75 

Baunco  Ctxp  —  3X75 
Bara  Hugnaa  -  18.375 
Bal  Cap  _ _ 30.125 


ChaolcaJ  Bkg  —  37X5  -0 125 
Chevron  Com  —  44J  *025 
Cheyoma  S&waia  1275  *0X5 

Onquba  Bonos  U125  -ai25 

Chrysfcr -  48 125  -0J> 

QBObCorp - 7B2S  *0X5 

Cecom -  42X75  *0X5 

OaiU  Ea*Drae«  _  525  -0375 
OHM  CMS  _  35X75  4X25 

Oow _ _ 58  -0 125 

Comal  Com  _  28X5  *0 125 

coca  Cola - 51X25  *0 

Coca  Cola  Eni  -  18X75  -0.125 
Colgate  PafcnMv  _  645  *0375 
Comcast  Corp  A  _  15J  -025 

Compaq -  37  75  -0875 

Compute  Ass  in  .  45.75  -OX 
Compear  5d  _  40X75  -0.75 

Conagra  -  31X75  -025 

Cons  Edeon  —  25X25  41X5 

ConaFnMhMyi  10X25  *0 

Cons  NbBBS  —  3SJ5  0.125 

Cona  Ral  -  40875  0125 

Com  Corp  -  IB. 75  *0 

Cooper  tads  _  33 125  -075 

Coots  (AdOlpn)  158X75  *aoep5 
CorOng  tac  —  29125  -0X5 

Crane - a  *o 

Coy  Research  ..  17  125  *025 

Crown  Cok  Seal  3737S  >1375 
Cumins  Eingne  44375  -0125 
CuRoo-Wngm  —  35.75  *0 

Cypress  Santa*  ZX25  *0  iZS 
Cyprus  IBnaral  2SX25  41X25 

DSC  Oommui  _  33.125  4135 

DOE -  29.25  4)375 

Dane  Corp  —  2225  4)i» 

Dan  General  —  9X75  41 125 
Osyfcn  Hudson  —  77  -23S 

DeBaars— — --  23  *0375 

Deem  _ _  84.82S  *035 

DobnPncXI _ 1B2S  415 

Dona  A#  UW -.  47125  *025 

DMunCorp - 26-75  4)375 

Oeooll  Eason  2X25  -a  25 
DU  Cap  Dal  _  21  B7S  4X125 

nabou  me - 41  5  -OKS 

Dote)  Equip  —  34375  4)375 

□£d  Dm  Si -  28  4X125 

□snay  (WbC)  —  *4.75  *0.375 
Domnon  Re*  -.  36X75  *0 


Qtsxo  ADR - 

Gotaan  W  Rnl  „ 
Goodrcn  (Bf)  .  . 
Goodyear  Tea  .. 
Grace  (V MR)  .... 
GrahgwIWW) 
GnAlIPBcTM 
Gn  wnm  Rrt 
Grow  Qmp  _ 

HaBOumn  —  : 
Ham  IMA)  -- : 

Hanwjrt  - 

Kariey  Davidson 
HambcMagsr  _  ! 
Herd  Carp  ...  . 
Haraco  Corp  — 

Hartman _ 

Huron _ 

Haas  lung  — 

Horu  (Hji _ 

xtruai  &  Payna 

Hercules _ 1 

Harenay  FooOB  . 
HewtanPBdtanJ  ! 
Mon  Homs  —  i 
Homo  Depot  —  * 

Homesatie _ ■ 

HoneywaU  - - 

Horn#  (Geo)  — 
rtxsahokt  trtf  — 
Houston  nos  — 
Xhanme  _ 


■nrara  Corp  _ 

IBnoo  Tool _ 

INOO  — 
mgsrsoa  Rand  _ 
kitand  snel  _ 

Irani  Corp - 

tawgrapn - 

mtedake  - 

tad  Folly  EmB  ... 
me  Rav  X  Ft  - 


Britan*  Gn  -  I 
Banc  One  Corp  - 

Bandag  - - 

BankAraarka  — 
Bank  d  Bostan  _ 
Bank  of  Naur  Yk  ; 
BsrUrm  TrK  NY  ! 

Bameo  Banks _ 

BMfle  Moora  Ga  . 
Bmochi  Lonffi  .. 

Baxter  M  - i 

Bndon  Ocknson  . 

Bte  Adanac - 

Bel  tatkatm  - 1 

BaOSauXi — — 

HA  Bek)  Crap  — . 
BanetoU  Corp  _ 
BoDdriBK  Sue)  ‘ 
Bawdy  Bans  _ 
Back&QaekK  _ 


Bntoan  Inc  — 
Bouaaerigc  — 
Bnora  A  Stnhi 


Kara  iMlat  BMwii  « t"*1 

othera  «  eloakifl 


Bra  Atari  AW  -  »ra 

RP  ADR  _  79373 

M  Smei  ADR  -  24XS 
BritTeJecoo Jg* 

Brawn  Qiwp  - 
Brae  *  awp  - 
Browano  Fonts  -  2?.7| 
Bomsatti  ~~ — l7— 
QufcggpMM  .  <9373 

CBJ  tads - 2 1J2S 

“S'*  — s=r 515 

oeEnawCorp^ 
CPCtaSBfTI -  53375 

ffiKfil 

3^aPWU.2B625 

oepoyTaaiaia 

CHcnriSf _ _  52.126 

C«CfflcrB»rgy  _  a?S 
Cantor  Corp  _  21375 
CansaiSW  -  £1H 

Contsan - »®5 

OwnpranW 
Chrag  Shappera  - 62f 
CmeuantHBsn  3<X7S 


Doubt  Corp  — 
Dow  Cnetncats  . 


D«*ePdiwr  - 
Dune  Brada  - 
Du  Port _ — 

E  G  &  G  Cora  - 

E-Symoms - 

Easwn  Ena  .  ... 
Eastman  Kodak  . 
Eaui  Corp  .... 

Eeltan  me - 

Emerson  Bee  -- 
EngriramCop 

Enron  Cm  — 

EnSMCti  Cwp  — 
Emerey  Cap  -- 

BhylCorp - 

Bonn - ■ —  1 

FVtC  Carp - 

Rt  Group  .  - 
Fwdare  Corp  — 
FooaralEApaa  ■  '■ 
Fedora)  Moffi  - 
Pad  tM  M@a  -  ' 
Federal  Ppr  Bfl  .. 
Rattres  Can  _  1 
fVa  Berk  Sys  _ 
Rrsr  Chicago  -  • 
Fa  Fa  Beep  — 

Fra  tateret - 

F=a  kfessaspp  -  i 
Rl  Unon  R*Y  — 
Flea  Fri  Grp  - 
Ftatwo  Entrap 

RarangCosOk 
RondaPiug  - 

Bra  Corp - - 

Food  Lion  MC  — 
Fort  MOW  -  -  1 

Foster  Wheel®  .i 
Fn»ponM=Mor  _ 

GATX  CWP  —  ! 

r^amh  Corp _ ' 

GTE  Carp - * 

Games - — 

Gap  Inc  Del  — •  5 

Gencap - , 

Gan  Aralnwa  . 
Gen  Dynamcs  — 
Gen  Ewan:  -  -  ; 

Gen  Md£ . -  ■ 

Gen  Meters  -  j 
Gen  Matots  E  : 
GenMoorsH  j 
GenFusficUd  ■■  * 

GenRem&flOM  ] 
G«m  Signal  - 
Ganane  Paris  • 
GoagaPac  --  ■ 


20875  4X2S 
...  52JS  *0.125 
.  56375  *0.125 


Ira  Cckn  Enray . 
W  Paper  — - 

MrapuDic _ 

fTTCotp  _ - — 

Ames  Raw  Be 
Jatferson  P*  ... 
Johnson  &  J  .  . 


K  Melt  --  _  -  13X7S  4X375 

Kenogg  -  50.25  4)  25 

Kertiamew  __  W5  *0125 
KetT-McGee  -  *5125  4)375 

KeyCorp - 2S5  *025 

KmaeriyCtam  ..  50  4Xi25 

King  World  Prod  34  875  *0125 
Kmgn  RMoer  -  50  75  4)25 

Kroger . 24  *4>2S 

IS  Logic . 40X25  -1 

Logger  A  Plan  — .  34  5  *0125 
I  ciiraila  Nan  44.75  *0 

Lfly  (Ekl  _  62.875  *  0  75 

UnMK  .  4X125 

UN  Breadcasmg  1425  *OX 

Lincoln  Nm . .  35  75  *0.123 

LUon  .  .  .  .  36X5  *0  125 

Liz  CraKioine _ _ 20  -1  B7S 

Lacknari  Carp  89  5  *125 

Lome  Cap  _...  86X75  4)375 

Lone  Star  _  1675  *0378 

Long  Ware)  Li  _  15BB5  4)  '25 
Lanas  Drua  Ebb  30  373  4L37S 

LanO  Cap _  38  625  *0125 

Lout  Dev  Corp  .  3075  *0 

Louisiana  Land  38  125  411  £5 
Louisiana  Peek  28128  *0.i25 
LOweX  Co  tac  -.  31825  -0925 
i  imnmi  32.5  *05 

UAComm  me  -  -  ■  7  4)25 

uft  Commjn  .  184375  *01875 
Manor  Care  27.75  *0 

UtswteCOrp  . 

UancO  Inc  ...  —  5125  *025 

ktanon  UmtbD  ■- 29  823  4)123 
MairtSI _  27825  4L875 


McOoruwl  Dglas 
Ucuraw  HA 
UcKesam  Corp 


lentor  Grapras 
lenxrtieSR 


775 

*0 

1565 

-1 

15  625 

•023 

22873 

*05 

3075 

10.125 

26J5 

-025 

.  35 

■0123 

34X5 

4626 

14  625 

*0125 

2425 

•025 

28.75 

■025 

141 

■0625 

6823 

40825 

-05 

54  825 

.075 

31873 

■0  373 

..  305 

+0  75 

13875 

*0  125 

39875 

•075 

38125 

■0125 

46475 

*025 

Menfl  Lynch  ...  35.125  *0125 
Ucraaon  Carp  .. ..  825  4X875 

Mltapani _ _  49.125  -0X25 

MmeSataiyApp  42X125  *0 

Ifirmeeaa  Mine  51.125  4.375 
Uriel  Energy  _  15.75  *05 

MOM  Corp  94X25  *0 

Mote  Ire _  3075  4X125 

Monam  Macrt  _.  ft25  *0 

Monsarte _ 72X75  4)5 

Uorgrai  (JP) _  57125  *Oi25 

Momson-Knrakm  .  1278  4X75 

Moran  Irri _  27X5  4X125 

Moaxnta  Inc  _  55X25  -0X25 
MuteriSa  he  -  27375  *0125 
Mrtpny  Ofi -  4075  4)25 

Naccn  tnda _ 47  -1X75 

NeiCO  Chemtel  33.125  4X375 
Nashua  Cap  __  20  125  4)  I2S 
Na*  Cky  Cap  ...  2525  *0129 
Nam  iroaurp  _ —  _.. 

Ned  Mend  Ert  _  _  115  *0 

Nafl  Sam _  18.75  4X375 

Nad  Sara  tad  25J7S  4)375 
NroYVras  Bank  ..  <7375  *0375 

NavtaarH  _ i<5  *0625 

NBD  Bancorp - 29  *0  125 

Morwodi  Systems  7.I87B  4)0825 
Neunogena  Cop  —  • 

New  EnQtand  S  .  31  75  4X25 

News  Core _ 15.75  *0 

NY  Stale  B  Gas  lBXra  -0125 

KY  Tenee  A _ 223  ^) 

NevninniUtatag  34X75  *0375 
Mag  Mohawk  _.  13X75  *0 

mxt  Inc  _  23X75  4X375 

ffika  he _ _ _ 88  -0X75 

NL  MuiPtaS  -  11.125  4)25 

NOGM  AH _ 24. 12S  4)75 

Nradswm  - - 47  *0 

NortoS.  Soutnm  80875  4)125 

Noraweatuu _ 215  4X25 

NOW  Suee  Pm  45X25  4)125 

Narmrnp _  42X26  *0 

NonratCorp _  235  *025 

Nynax  Carp  . .  37.75  4X375 

Ocawnsi  Pei  —  195  -0125 

Oodon  Corp _ 1575  4X2S 

Onto  Casusly _  2825  *0 

OMoEdbon _  18  876  4)125 

CNIn  Cop  ._  --  515  *0376 
Omnicom  Group  51X75  *03 

Oneok  He _  1775  *0125 

Oracle  System  30.125  *0  825 
Oryx  Enogy  Co  >  1 1.75  4X25 

OrikOBh  fiW  13375  -0125 
Orixart  Ntadne  .  1026  *0375 
Overseas  Snip  ..  21 125  *85 

Owens  Caning  29  975  4X125 

PHH  Group _ 35.75  4X126 

PNC  Ftaanoal  2236  4X37B 

PPG  mauewee -  38  41125 

PSI  Htaga _ _ _ _ 

Paccar  Em _ **375  *1825 

Paoficorp _ HLB26  4X125 

Pee  Enssrnfees  - 21  *0 

Par  On  t  Baa .  2475  *ai2S 

Pac  Teksas _  29X25  *05 

PM  Com _  18X75  4X125 

Parti  Eastern _  2015  4L2S 

Parker  Drtfeig  —  4.75  4X25 

Parker  Hamm  .  45X75  *0 

Pemayfjq _ 41X  41  126 

PemsUPwrU  .  1982S  4X126 

Ramzan _  44.75  -i 

People's  Energy  24  825  *0125 

Fepeks  _ _ -  »fflS  4X125 

PartaiBjrta  „  28126  4X6 

Ponie  Stans  ...  25  125  *0125 

Pfizer _ 78X  *1.75 

PIMPS  Dodos  _  58X75  *0 

Pnszaai  Bee  _ _  2435  -0.125 

PThUp  Manta _  67X75  4X75 

mbps  P31 _ 34  12S  *0125 

Pioneer  HI  Brad  3425  *025 

Pfiney  Bowes  _  32.125  -05 

Pricy  Mm  Sys  42375  *0375 
PWMh  C£ra  WfflS  4)  125 
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Royal  OuBJi  . ..  108X75  4XK 
Rubiwnnaid _  2X5  *0 
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Satoco  Cap - 5125  *0 
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StPartta  CM  _  4425  *05 
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Optimistic 
market  drops 
after  decision 

TEL  AVIV  STOCK  MARKET 
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IT  was  a  day  to  remember,  the 
day  of  Rabin’s  announcement. 
The  expectation  was  that  some¬ 
thing  was  going  to  give,  and  insid¬ 
ers  were  generally  optimistic. 

It  was  a  green  screen  day,  when 
all  the  numbers  on  the  screens  of 
the  computer  terminals  are 
green,  indicatmg  there  is  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  buying  orders. 

The  optimism  resulted  from 
continuous  interpretations  of  Ra¬ 
bin’s  statements. 

The  Hebrew  press  also  contrib¬ 
uted  to  the  mood.  Although 
Ha-arerz  reported  on  the  front 
page  that  Rabin  was  likely  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  implementation  of  the 
tax  as  is,  Yediot  Aharonot  re¬ 
ported  that  the  tax  would  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  securities  purchased  after 
January  1. 

Traders  and  TASE  insiders 
seemed  to  be  looking  for  a  bone 
that  Rabin  might  be  *  willing  to 
throw  them:  first  cancel  the  tax, 
then  postpone  only  its  implemen¬ 
tation  to  a  later  date,  then  make 
it  pan  of  a  wider  economic  pro¬ 
gram,  then  apply  it  only  to  securi¬ 
ties  bought  after  the  first  of 
January. 

There  was  a  retreat  to  the  reaf, 
with  insiders  hoping  that  some¬ 
thing  was  done,  no  matter  what 
They  never  got  their  bone, 
though,  and  the  market  reacted 
almost  Immediately. 

When  Rabin's  statement  was 
reported,  the  Two-  Sided  index 
was  up  3.2%  and  the  Maof 
3.25%. 

Then  prices  started  dropping. 
As  soon  as  the  news  arrived,  HI- 
bit  -  which  had  closed  on  the 
Meretz  phase  of  trading  with  a 
rise  of  3.25%  and  was  trading  up 
4%  -  was  traded  up  2%. 

Within  less  than  five*  minnteg, 
with  just  a  few  securities  traded 
after  the  announcement,  the 
Maof  Index  was  up  2.9%.  In  oth¬ 
er  words  it  fell  0.3%  in  five 
minutes. 

This  continued  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  on  everyone’s  mind  was 
when  the  indexes  would  start 


showing  declines. 

By  the  end  of  the  trading  day, 
both  the  Maof  and  the  Two-Sided 
were  down,  after  dropping  3.5%, 
and  all  this  in  the  course  of  trad¬ 
ing.  Not  bad  for  a  day’s  work. 

The  Two-Sided  closed  down 
0.7%  and  the  Maof  0.4%  *  lower, 
while  the  Karam  was  up  0.5%. 

Turnover  was  relatively  high  -at 
NIS  145  million. 

Declines  and  rises  were  more 
or  less  balanced  on  the  market, 
46  to  44,  but  this  was  an  optical 
illusion. 

In  some  cases,  there  were  no 
trades  and  the  closing  price  was 
the  dosing  price  on  the  Meretz 
market.  Israel  Corporation  '5 
closed  up  2_3%  on  such  a  basis, 
and  Granit  was  up  1%. 

In  other  cases,  there  were  very 
few  trades,  and  the  price  of  the 
individual  security  may  have  even 
declined,  but  the  weighing  of  the 
Meretz  trading  pushed  the  price 
up. 

There  were  a  few  cases  where 
the  gap  between  sellers  and  buy¬ 
ers  could  not  be  bridged,  and 
consequently  both  sides  withdrew 
their  bids  and  no  trading  took 
place. 

This  often  left  in  place  the  in¬ 
creases  which  had  been  the  order 
of  the  day  until  then. 

The  Maof  options  market  was 
at  its  best  .with  huge  price  varia¬ 
tions.  For  example,  January  put 
160  traded  in  a  range  410-800; 
January  call  210  traded  between 
45  and  120. 

There  is  no  clear  indication  as 
to  where  the  market  Is  going. 
Traders  were  encouraged  by  the 
fact  that  there  was  some  activity 
on  the  part  of  the  provident  funds 
toward  thread  of  the  day. 

OtheiwSe,  most  of  the  activity 
was  limited  to  money  managers. 
It  was  clear' that  the  declines  were 
somewhat  limited  by  the  trading 
system,  and  had  the  indexes  been 
the  dosing  ones  and  not  their 
weighted  average,  the  posted  de¬ 
cline  would  have  been  far 
greater. 


FTSE  Index  closes 
20.8  points  higher 

WORLD  MARKET  ROUNDUP 


LONDON  (Reuter)  -  Shares 
dosed  higher  as  firm  FTSE  fu- 
.  hires  helped  the  market  shrug  off 
a  lower  Wall  Street  start. 

New  York’s  easier  opening 
pushed  prices  off  their  highs,  but 
dealers  said  sentiment  stayed 
firm  and  they  expected  the  Lon¬ 
don  market  to  open  on  a  cau¬ 
tiously  steady  note  today.  The 
FTSE  100  finished  up  20.8  at 
3,034.4. 

A  lower  opening  on  Wall 
Street  also  weighed  on  the 
bourse,  they  added.  The  CAC-40 
index  closed  up  3.93  at  1,928.09. 

ZURICH  -  Swiss  shares  re¬ 
treated  from  a  firm  opening  on  a 
lack  of  follow-through  buying, 
dealers  said.  The  market  waited 
for  today’s  FOMC  meeting  and 
uncertainty  surrounding  US  in¬ 
terest  rates  dampened  sentiment 


The  broad  SPI  dosed  down  0.75 
points  at  1,705.93. 

TOKYO  -  Tokyo  stocks  closed 
firmer,  mainly  due  to  arbitrage- 
linked  buying.  Higher  New  York 
stocks  on  Friday  and  a  stable  dol¬ 
lar/yen  rate  also  helped  buoy 
shares  prices.  The  225-share  Nik¬ 
kei  average  closed  up  107.42 
points  at  19,270.85. 

HONG  KONG  -  Stocks  closed 
slightly  stronger  after  retreating 
from  highs  on  active  profit-taking 
in  the  afternoon.  The  Hang  Seng 
Index  rose  11.95  points  to  finish 
at  8,17834. 

SYDNEY  -  The  Australian 
share  market  closed  barely  firmer 
after  stocks  retraced  most  of  their 
early  gains  on  the  back  of  a  slide 
in  the  futures  market  The  All 
Ordinaries  Index  ended  three 
points  firmer  at  1,900.0. 


Stocks  fall  on  profit-taking 

WALL  STREET  REPORT 


NEW  YORK  (Reuter)  -  Blue- 
chip  stocks  closed  with  moderate 
losses  yesterday  as  the  market  fell 
victim  to  profit-taking  after  last 
week’s  sharp  rally  of  116  points. 

Based  on  early  and  raoffida] 
data,  the  Dow  Jones  industrial 
average  ended  16.49  points  lower 
at  3,790.70. 

In  the  broader  market,  declin¬ 


ing  issues  led  advances  12-9  on 
moderate  trading  of  more  than 
274  million  shares  on  the  New 
York  Stock  Exchange. 

Investors  were  also  eyeing  to¬ 
day's  meeting  of  the  policy-set¬ 
ting  Federal  Open  Market  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  will  weigh  the 
outlook  for  short-term  interest 
rates. 
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England 
punished  by 
Aussie  youth 

TOOWOOMBA  (Reuter)  -  En¬ 
gland  discovered  further  evidence 
of  the  depth  of  Australia’s  young 
batting  talent  as  Queensland’s 
Andrew  Symonds  and  Jimmy 
Maher  thrashed  unbeaten  centu¬ 
ries  against  them  yesterday. 

After  two  m a u lings  at  the  hands 
of  the  Australian  Cricket  Acade¬ 
my  earlier  this  month,  Michael 
Atherton’s  bowlers  were  punished 
by  two  of  the  Academy’s  old  boys, 
with  Symonds,  19,  making  108 
and  20-year-old  Maher  exactly 
100. 

Ironically  for  the  touring  team, 
Symonds  was  born  in  England  be¬ 
fore  moving  to  Australia  as  a 
young  child.  He  is  qualified  for 
England  and  will  play  county 
cricket  for  Gloucestershire  next 
season,  but  after  his  innings  he 
reaffirmed  his  desire  to  play  for 
Australia. 

The  fifth-wicket  pair  added  an 
unbroken  205  in  47  overs  as 
Queensland,  which  resumed  at 
197  for  four,  declared  its  first  in¬ 
nings  at  392  for  four- 115  behind. 

England  was  188  for  three  in  its 
second  innings  at  the  dose  of  the 
third  day  -  303  ahead  -  with  Ath¬ 
erton  facing  a  tricky  decision  ou 
when  to  declare  on  the  final  day 
on  a  pitch  still  playing  easily. 

Symonds's  innings  spanned  just 
127  balls  with  16  fours  and  three 
sixes.  Maher  was  more  subdued, 
facing  229  balls  and  hitting  11 
font's. 

When  the  second  new  ball  was 
taken  after  lunch,  Symonds  and 
Maher  made  57  in  eight  overs  be¬ 
fore  the  declaration,  with  Sy¬ 
monds  going  to  his  maiden  first- 
class  century  in  only  his  third 
match  by  hitting  seamer  Angus 
Fraser  for  two  fours  and  a  six  in 
one  over. 

It  was  another  trying  day  for 
England’s  attack,  but  there  was 
some  good  news  off  the  field  when 
it  was  revealed  seamer  Joey  Ben¬ 
jamin  is  not  suffering  from  shin¬ 
gles  after  all. 

Physiotherapist  Dave  Roberts 
confirmed  that  the  rash  which 
Benjamin  had  developed  was 
merely  a  secondary  infection  and 
that  he  would  rejoin  the  side  in 
Melbourne  tomorrow. 


Pats  knock  Bills  out  of  playoff  picture 


Steelers,  Chargers 
clinch  divisions 
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NEW  YORK 
(AP)  -  With 
so  many 
teams  trying 
to  get  into  the 
playoffs,  one 
thing  became 
dear  Sunday: 

The  Buffalo 
Bills  aren't  going  to  be  one  of 
them. 

Pittsburgh  shut  down  Cleve¬ 
land  17-7  to  win  the  AFC  Central 
and  gain  home-field  advantage 
throughout  the  playoffs,  and  San 
Diego  beat  the  New  York  Jets  21- 
6  to  finally  win  the  AFC  West 

But  the  big  news  is  the  AFC 
will  have  a  new  team  in  Miami  on 
January  29  to  try  to  end  a  10- 
game  losing  streak  against  the 
NFC  in  the  championship  game. 

'•This  is  like  Dracula,”  Patriots 
coach  Bill  Parcells  said  of  the 
Bills,  losers  of  the  past  four  Super 
Bowls.  “You’ve  got  to  put  a  stake 
in  their  heart,  and  then  you  still 
wonder  if  it’s  in  there.” 

After  Kansas  City’s  wia  over 
Houston  later  Sunday,  the  Bills’ 
fate  was  scaled. 

Elsewhere  on  the  playoff  front, 
Miami  (9-d),  a  10-6  loser  to  India¬ 
napolis,  is  tied  with  New  England 
(9-6)  atop  the  AFC  East  Miami, 
already  in  the  playoffs,  wins  the 
division  if  both  teams  finish  with 
the  same  record. 

The  Patriots  would  have  made 
the  playoffs  bad  Seattle  beaten 
the  Los  Angeles  Raiders  on  Sun¬ 
day  night  But  the  Seahawks  lost 
17-16  when  John  Kasay  missed  a 
43-yard  field  goal  with  nine  sec¬ 
onds  left.  Now  the  Patriots  will 
need  a  victory  at  Chicago  on 
Saturday. 

In  the  AFC  Central  the  Steel¬ 
ers  (12-3)  are  the  winners,  with 
the  Browns  (10-5)  in  as  a 
wildcard. 

In  the  West  the  Chargers  (10- 
5)  are  the  champs,  with  Kansas 
City  (8-7)  and  the  Los  Angeles 
Raiders  9-6  still  in  the  wild-card 
running. 

In  the  NFC,  Dallas  (11-3)  al¬ 
ready  won  the  East  with  the  New 


York  Giants,  a  16-13  winner  over 
Philadelphia,  and  Arizona,  a  28-7 
winner  over  Cincinnati,  still  in 
the  chase  for  a  wildcard  spot 

Hie  Central  is  the  most  confus¬ 
ing,  with  Chicago  joining  Detroit 
and  Minnesota  atop  the  division 
at  9-6,  and  Green  Bay  (8-7)  also 
alive.  If  all  four  learns  win  next 
weekend,  then  all  four  get  in  the 
playoffs  -  Minnesota  as  the  divi¬ 
sion  winner  and  the  other  three  as 
wild  cards. 

In  the  West  the  49eis  already 
clinched  the  division  and  home- 
field  advantage  throughout  the 
playoffs. 

Patriots  41,  Bills  17 

New  England  scored  38 
straight  points  to  bury  Buffalo 
before  56,784  fans,  the  smallest 
crowd  in  Buffalo  since  September 
1987. 

The  Patriots  have  won  six 
straight  and  hope  to  make  the 
playoffs  for  the  first  time  since 
1986. 

The  Bills  led  17-3  with  5:53 
gone  in  the  second  quarter  before 
Bledsoe  (22  of  31  for  276  yards) 
got  the  Pats  rolling.  He  hit  Ben 
Coates  with  a  4-yard  TD  pass  and 
Vincent  Brisby  with  a  7-yard 
score  to  tie  it  17-17  aL  halftime. 
On  the  second  play  of  the  third 
quarter,  Rickey  Reynolds  re¬ 
turned  a  fumble  25  yards  for  a  TD 
to  make  it  24-17.  Reynolds  recov¬ 
ered  another  fumble  on  the  Bills' 
next  possession  and  then  Bledsoe 
hit  Brisby  for  a  6-yard  TD  to  up 
the  lead  to  31-17. 

Steders  17,  Browns  7 

Pittsburgh  (12-3)  took  advantage  of 
Cleveland  mistakes  to  win  its  seventh 
Straight  game. 

Neil  O'Donnell  threw  a  40-yard  TD 
pass  to  Yancey  Thigpen  and  Barry 
Foster  (32  carries,  106yards)  had  a  1- 
yard  score  as  the  Steeleis  made  an 
early  14-0  lead  stand  up  as  the 
Browns  fell  to  10-5. 

Vinny  Testa  verde,  who  bad  a  14- 
yaid  TD  pass  to  Mark  Carrier,  was 
21-of-42  for  250  yards  and  two  inter¬ 
ceptions. 

Raiders  17,  Seahawks  16 

Jeff  Hosteller  and  Tun  Brown  com¬ 
bined  on  a  77-yard  touchdown  pass  in 
the  fourth  quarter,  then  the  Raiders 
needed  a  botched  field  goal  by  Seattle 


GIANT  STEPS  -  NY  Giants’  David  Meggett  0)  breaks  a  tackle  by  Philadelphia  Eagles’  Bill 
Roraanowski  while  racking  np  a  20-yard  pass  completion.  (Reuter) 


Raymont  Harris  (23  carries,  92 
yards)  and  Lewis  Tillman  ran  for 
short  TDs  and  Steve  Walsh  had  a  3- 
yard  TD  pass  to  Keith  Jennings  in 
handing  the  Rams  their  sixth  straight 

loss. 

Colts  10,  Dotphins  6 

Dewell  Brewer  returned  a  punt  75 
yards  for  a  fust-quarter  TD  and  host 
Indianapolis  (7-8)  shut  down  Dan 
Marino  in  the  closing  minutes-  The 
playoff-bound  Dolphins  can  still 
clinch  the  AFC  East  with  a  win 
against  Detroit  next  week. 

Marino  had  the  Dolphins  at  the 
Colts’  2,  but  Bcmie  Pannalcc  ran  for 
no  gain,  then  Marino  threw  three  in¬ 
complete  passes,  the  last  with  2:47  to 
go. 

SATURDAY’S  RESULTS: 

Detroit  41,  Minnesota  19 
San  Fnnc&ea  42,  Denver  19 
SUNDAY’S  RESULTS: 

Green  Bay  21,  Atlanta  17 
Chicago  27,  LA  Rams  13 
New  England  41,  BoflUo  17 
San  Diego  2L  NY  Je a  6 
Temps  Bay  17,  Washington  14 
Indianapolis  10,  Miami  6 
Arizona  28,  Cndnnati  7 
Kansas  City  3L,  Houston  9 
NY  Giants  16,  PfctodeSptos  23 
Pfttsbnrgh  17,  Ctevetud  7 
LA  Raiders  17,  Seattle  16 
LAST  NIGHT: 

Dallas  at  New  (Means 

NEXT  WEEK:  Regular  schedule  wili  be 

phyed  on  Saturday,  December  24. 
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to  escape.  The  winning  touchdown 
came  after  a  remote-control  car  scur¬ 
ried  around  the  Kingdoms  field,  in¬ 
terrupting  a  Seahawks’  touchdown 
drive  in  the  final  quarter. 

John  Kasay,  who  earlier  connected 
on  a  50-yarder  and  two  other  field 
goals,  could  have  won  it  for  Seattle 
(6-9)  but  was  wide  right  from  43  yards 
with  nine  seconds  left 

Giants  16,  Eagles  13 
Visiting  New  York  (8-7)  survived 
some  final-second  dramatics  to  win  its 
fifth  straight  and  stay  in  the  playoff 
race. 

Dave  Meggett  scored  on  a  5-yard 
run  with  3:54  left  and  Brad  Daiuiso 
kicked  an  1 8-yard  Geld  goal  with  54 
seconds  left  to  lift  the  Giants  and 
eliminate  the  Eagles  (7-8),  who  lost 
their  sixth  straight. 

The  game  ended  in  confusion.  With 
the  Eagles  driving,  the  clock  ap¬ 
peared  to  tun  out  after  a  pass  recep¬ 
tion  but  the  referee  had  two  seconds 
pur  back  on  the  clock.  After  Bobby 
Blister  spiked  the  ball  to  ■  stop  the 
clock,  Eddie  Murray's  44-yard  field 
goal  attempt  was  wide  left. 

Changers  21,  Jels  6 
The  Chargers  are  AFC  West  cham¬ 
pions  as  Stan  Humphries  threw  three 
TD  passes  and  Junior  Seati  knocked 
the  Jets'  Boomer  Esiason  (concus¬ 


sion)  out  of  the  game  in  the  second 
quarter. 

The  Chargers  (10-5)  bad  lost  their 
previous  (wo  games  when  a  win 
would  have  given  them  their  second 
division  title  in  three 'years.  Humph¬ 
ries  (19  of  26  for  280  yards)  connected 
on  scoring  passes  of  2  yards  to  Mark 
Seay  and  60  and  44  yards  to  Tony 
Martin,  who  had  three  catches  for  116 
yards. 

Packers  21,  Falcons  17 

In  the  final  gamp  at  Milwaukee  af¬ 
ter  61  seasons.  Brett  Favre  (29  of  44 
for  321  yards)  scrambled  9  yank  for  a 
TD  with  14  seconds  to  keep  the  Pack¬ 
ers  (8-7)  in  the  playoff  draw  and 
knock  out  the  Falcons  (6-9). 

Atlanta  took  its  first  lead,  17-14, 
with  5:33  left  when  Bobby  Hebert  hit 
Terence  Mathis  with  a  5-yard  TD  pass 
and  then  Andre  Risen  with  a  2-point 
conversion  pass. 

Cardinals  28,  Bengais  7 

Buddy  Ryan’s  Cardinals  are  alive 
in  the  playoffs  as  Garrison  Hearst  ran 
for  one  TD  and  threw  for  another  in 
the  first  quarter  as  Arizona  won  at 
home. 

Arizona  (8-7)  must  beat  Atlanta 
next  week  and  then  have  Dallas  beat 
the  Giants  and  49eis  beat  Minnesota 
to  make  the  playoffs  for  the  first  time 
since  1982. 


Chiefs  31,  Others  9 
Joe  Montana,  out  for  two  weeks 
with  an  injured  left  foot,  returned  just 
in  time  to  revive  host  Kansas  City’s 
playoff  chances.  He  threw  two  TD 
passes  as  the  Chiefs  (8-7)  snapped  a 
three-game  losing  streak  and  handed 
Houston  its  lltb  straight  loss.  A  win 
next  week  over  the  Raiders  would 
give  Kansas  City  a  wild-card  playoff 
spot. 

Montana  was  16  of  26  for  235 
yards,  bringing  his  career  total  to 
40,337  -  fourth  in  NFL  history. 

Buccaneers  17,  Redskins  14 
Washington  (2-13)  completed  its 
first  winless  season  at  home  while 
Tampa  Bay  won  its  fourth  straight, 
the  Biics’  longest  winning  streak  since 
starting  5-0  in  1978. 

Washington,  in  its  fust  year  under 
coach  Norv  Turner,  set  a  team  record 
for  most  losses  in  a  season.  The  Red¬ 
skins  also  dropped  their  seventh  in  a 
row,  their  longest  losing  streak  since 
1964-65. 

Bean  28,  Rams  13 
At  Soldier  Field,  the  Bears  (9-6) 
held  Los  Angeles  (4-11),  losers  of  six 
straight,  to  37  yards  mailing.  Jerome 
Bettis  was  held  to  7  yards  on  eight 
carries. 
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Baseball  deadline  may  be  extended  Too-tall  ego  short-changes  NBA  show 


WASHINGTON  (AP)  -  What  could  be  the  biggest 
week  in  the  bitter  baseball  talks  began  slowly.  And 
there's  a  chance  that  the  twice-delayed  deadline  for 
implementation  of  a  salary  cap  could  be  extended 
yet  again. 

Acting  commissioner  Bud  Selig,  speaking  Sunday 
from  his  home  in  Milwaukee,  said  Thursday’s  dead¬ 
line  for  an  agreement  hetween  striking  players  and 
ownership  stands  for  now.  But  he  said  owners  might 
pause  once  again  if  the  two  sides  come  closer  this 
week. 

Owners  voted  last  Thursday  to  give  the  ruling 
executive  council,  headed  by  Selig,  the  authority  to 
declare  an  impasse  and  impose  a  salary  cap  if  there 


isn’t  a  deal  by  Thursday. 

The  news  that  Selig  might  be  willing  to  extend  the 
deadline  once  again,  this  time  past  Christmas,  didn’t 
come  as  a  huge  surprise  to  union  head  Donald  Fehr. 

“We’ve  had  a  lot  of  deadlines  in  this  thing  that 
haven’t  meant.  much,  whether  it  was  our  original 
strike  dale  or  their  one  last  week,”  Fehr  said. 

Yesterday’s  talks  were  expected  to  be  conducted 
at  a  low  level,  with  staff  meetings  rather  than  full 
bargaining  groups. 

If  the  talks  fail,  and  the  owners  take  steps  to 
impose  the  salary  cap  so  steadfastly  opposed  by  the 
players,  Fehr  warned  the  next  battle  would  continue 
in  litigation. 


‘Aging’  Drexler  tears  through 
Knicks  with  33-point  night 


PORTLAND  (AP)  -  Clyde 
Drexler  put  on  a  vintage  show 
against  the  stumbling  New  York 
Knicks  on  Sunday  night,  scoring 
33  points,  31  in  the  Gist  three 
quarters,  as  the  Portland  Trail 
Blazers  rolled  to  a  111-87  victory. 

At  age  32.  nothing  irritates 
Drexler  more  than  the  suggestion 
that  his  skills  are  eroding. 

“What  do  you  mean?,”  he  said 
when  someone  said  his  break¬ 
away  slam  dunk  during  the  rout 
may  have  surprised  people  who 
felt  he  was  no  longer  capable  of 
such  moves.  *T  don't  know  whar 
you’re  talking  about.  I  mean.  I’m 
only  21.” 

He  started  to  explain  his  phi¬ 
losophy  on  aging  athletes,  then 
stopped  himself.  “I  don’t  even 
want  to  get  into  it,”  he  S3id.  “I 
mean,  I  don’t  think  your  skills 
start  eroding  until  you're  about 
45.” 

Drexler  made  14  of  19  field 
goal  attempts  and  didn’t  have  a 
turnover. 

Rod  Strickland  added  17  points 
and  11  assists  as  Portland’s  start¬ 
ing  guards  outscored  their  New 
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York  counterparts  50-15.  Starks 
and  Derek  Harper  were  a  com¬ 
bined  4-for-19  shooting. 

“Our  perimeter  game  is  non¬ 
existent,”  Knick  coach  Pat  Riley 
said.  “I  am  not  accusing  a  team 
like  ours  that  has  a  collective 
heart  of  not  trying.  But  I  see  a 
real  trend  developing  where 
we're  getting  beat  in  a  lot  of 
phases. 

The  Blazers'  Chris  Dudley 
matched  Ewing’s  rebound  total 
with  14.  Dudley,  who  faces  Or¬ 
lando’s  Shaquille  O'Neal  today, 
bad  to  leave  the  game  briefly  late 
in  the  third  quarter  to  get  eight 
stitches  above  his  left  eye  after 
catching  an  elbow  from  Ewing. 

Just  three  weeks  ago.  he  had 
eight  stitches  on  his  forehead  af¬ 
ter  an  elbow  from  Indiana’s  Rik 
Smits. 

Charles  Smith  scored  18  for  the 
Knicks,  who  finished  their  Pacific 
Division  road  trip  at  1-2  with  a 
victory  over  Sacramento  and 
losses  to  Phoenix  and  Portland. 
New  York’s  Charles  Oakley 
missed  all  three  games  with  a  sore 
right  toe. 
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SUNDAY'S  RESULTS:  Utah  101,  Milwaukee  98:  New  Jersey  103,  Miami  102;  Portland  (11. 
New  York  87. 

The  Sports  Pages  are  edited  by  Joe  Hoffman 


Stoichkov  wins 
Golden  Ball 

PARIS  (AP)  -  Hristo  Stoichkov, 
the  Bulgarian  striker  who  led  his 
nation’s  team  to  the  World  Cup 
semifinals  this  year,  last  night 
won  the  Golden  Ball,  given  to 
Europe’s  lop  soccer  player. 

Stoichkov,  28.  who  plays  for 
FC  Barcelona,  beat  out  second- 
place  ■  finisher  Roberto  Baggio  of 
Italy  who  plays  for  Juveotus.  210 
points  to  136  in  voting  by  49  Eu¬ 
ropean  sports  journalists. 

Baggio  won  last  year. 

Italian  Paolo  Maldini  who 
plays  for  Milan  AC  was  third  with 
109  points,  while  Tomas  Brolin,  a 
Swede  who  plays  for  Parma,  and 
Gheorge  Hagi,  a  Romanian  who 
plays  for  Barcelona,  tied  for 
fourth  place  with  G8  points. 

Stoichkov’s  Barcelona  coach 
Johan  Cruyff  is  a  three-time  win¬ 
ner  of  the  Golden  Bali. 

The  prize  is  awarded  by  the 
weekly  magazine  France 
Football 

Stoichkov  last  week  was  named 
Bulgaria’s  top  soccer  player  for 
1994,  the  fifth  time  in  six  years  he 
won  the  honor.  He  tied  for  the 
most  goals  (six)  scored  at  the 
World  Cup  finals  in  the  US  this 
summer,  and  powered  Barcelona 
to  its  fourth  straight  Spanish 
league  title. 

Meanwhile.  Maurizio  Gau- 
dino,  the  German  World  Cup 
player  w'ho  was  held  last  week  on 
suspicion  of  dealing  in  stolen 
goods,  has  been  loaned  to  Pre¬ 
mier  League  club  Manchester 
City. 

Prosecutors  suspect  Gaudino 
of  helping  people  file  large  insur¬ 
ance  claims  For  luxury  cars 
wrongly  reported  stolen. 

SCOREBOARD 

NATIONAL  BASKETBALL  LEAGUE  - 
Ha  pot  1  EBat  beat  hosts  Bear  Ramai  Gan 
143-80  Iasi  nigliL 


DO  basketball  fans  really  care  if  tbeir  favorite 
players  can  sing?  Somebody  apparently  thinks 
so.  Otherwise,  how  do  you  explain  both 
Spoils  Channel’s  Sal  Basalon  (Basketball  in 
the  Living  Room)  and  Prime  Sports’  NBA 
Inside  Stuff  featuring  warbling  jocks  this 
week? 

It  could  be  because  the  two  shows  are  al¬ 
most  exact  clones  of  each  other,  with  just 
about  the  same  strengths  and  weaknesses: 
both  hosts  should  be  whistled  for  flagrant 
fouls  for  excessive  ego-tripping.  But  they  are 
frequently  entertaining  looks  behind  the 
scenes  of  the  Israeli  league  and  the  NBA, 
respectively  -  when  they  stick  to  the  game. 

Sports  Channel’s  effort  (Thursday  nights, 
7:30  pm  -  currently  on  hiatus  until  the  league 
re  rums  to  action  in  January)  -  is  hosted  by 
Yael  Almog  and  Mody  Bar-on  and  features  a 
round-up  of  league  action  and  portraits  of  and 
interviews  with  players. 

Almog  is  delightful  most  of  the  time,  dis¬ 
playing  a  knowledge  of  the  game  and  a  quick 
wit.  helped  along  by  some  good  writers,  as  in 
her  comment  about  Hapoel  Galil  Elyon’s 
struggling  Darren  Daye:  “Is  there  any  truth  to 
the  fact  that  Darren's  Dayes  are  almost 

over?” 
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_ ARYEH  DEAN  COHEN 

As  for  Bar-on.  he  tends  to  get  overwhelmed 
by  Almog,  and  in  general,  the  two  spend  too 
much  time  giggling  at  each  other's  jokes.  It 
ain’t  that  funny,  fellas. 

A  feature  on  Guy  Goodes  was  cute,  but 
someone  must’ve  slipped  the  Forrest  Gump 
soundtrack  into  the  studio  -  both  California 
Dreamin  ’  and  Turn,  Turn,  Turn  in  the  same 
feature?  Goodes  was  still  dribbling  milk  down 
his  chin  when  those  two  were  popular,  so  why 
use  them  as  background  music  when  showing 
him  in  his  Haifa  days? 

Not  so  hot  was  the  “At  Home  with  Joe 
Dawson”  feature,  which  dragged  and  spent 
too  much  time  on  neighbor  Eli  Ohana  debat¬ 
ing  with  the  Maccabi  Jerusalem  hoopster  over 
whose  sport  was  more  interesting.  Boring, 
although  Dawson  does  change  a  mean  diaper. 

Overall,  however,  Sal  Basalon  is  fast- 
breaking  fun,  a  bit  irreverent,  and  nicely  done 
by  Almog.  Ditch  Bar-on  and  find  someone  • 
who  can  keep  up  with  her,  and  a  bit  more 
analysis,  please. 

As  for  Inside  Stuff,  host  Ahmad  Rashad 


should  consider  getting  stuffed:  he’s  a  walking 
ego-machine  who  NBC  wisely  keeps  on  the 
sidelines  daring  Its  NBA  broadcasts.  This 
week  it  was  Clippers  jokes’  night  Rashad 
explained  that  during  the  Clippers’  16-game 
losing  streak,  tilings  were  so  bad  the  dub’s 
Lloyd  Vaught  said:  “I  might  just  run  away  and 
you  won’t  find  me.”  “That  would  be  the  first 
runaway  the  Clippers  have  achieved  ail  sea¬ 
son,”  quipped  Rashad,  then  added:  “Funny 
stuff.”  Not  really,  Ahmad. 

Inside  Stuff  flies  too  fast  through  highlights 
of  the  week’s  action  although  the  “Rewind” 
section  offers  a  nice  selection  of  made  and 
missed  dunks.  Rashad  is  incorrigible,  though. 
A  shot  of  a  high  school  player  scoring  a  basket 
by  having  the  ball  go  in  off  his  head  brought 
the  inevitable:  “Now  that’s  what  I  call  using 
your  head"  from  him.  Sigh. 

Thank  God  some  nice  Nike  spots  break  up 
Rashad ’s  rubbish  and  his  sidekick  Willow 
Bay’s  breezy  reports.  But  shouldn't  the  NBA 
do  something  quick  about  an  announcer  who 
thinks  it’s  fanny  to  make  fim  of  the  way 
Denver's  Zaire-born  center  Dikembe  Mu- 
tom  bo  talks?  Outside  of  the  Hite  resting  game  1 
footage.  Inside  Stuff,  and  especially  Rashad, 
is  a  stiff. 


RATES 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  -  AH  rates 
include  VAT:. 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  87.75  for  10  words 
(minimum),  each  adcfitional  word  NIS  8.77 
FRIDAY  and  HOLIDAY  EVE  -  NIS  128.70 
lor  ro  words  (minimum);  each  additional 
word  NIS  1287. 

MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY  and  FRIDAY 
(Package)  -  nis  193.50.  each  additional 
word  NIS  19.59. 

WEEK  RATE  (6  Insertions  -  NIS  257.40; 
each  additional  word  NIS  25.74. 

FOUR  FRIDAYS  NIS  339.30  for  10  words 
(minimum)  each  adcfitional  word  -  NIS 
33.93. 

MONTHLY  (24  insertions)  NIS  526.50  10 
words  (minimum)  each  additional  word  - 
NIS  52.65 


DEADLINES  offices: 

Jerusalem-  weekdays  -  12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  for  Friday  and  Sunday 
-  6  p.m.  on  Thursday. 

Tel  Avfv  and  Haifa-  weekdays  - 12  noon, 
2  days  before  publications  Friday  and 
Sunday  -  4  p.m.  Thursday  in  Tel  Aviv  and 
12  noon  Thursday  in  Haifa 


GENERAL 


DWELLINGS 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

JERUSALEM  INN  GUESTHOUSE  Fam¬ 
ily-rooms  with  private  bathroom,  reason- 
abte  raws,  city  center.  *  02-252757.  tax: 
02-251297 

-  01*5*5 

INN  PLACES  LTD.  affordable  home  bed  & 
breakfast,  self-catering  apis.,  country¬ 
wide.  choice  locations.  Tel/Fax  09- 
576204.  P.O.3.  577.  Herzliya. 

- - - - 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  In  Jerusalem,  short 
term  rentals.  Jerusalem  Lodges  Lid.  P.O. 
Box  4233  91044  Jerusalem.  «  02-611745 
FAX:  02-618541,  oitsm 


Quality  Classifieds 


JERUSALEM 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS 

TOURISTS,  pleasant  apartments  in  cen¬ 
tral  Jerusalem,  short-term. »  03-9662070 
03-9660512.  ■»*» 

SALES 

GERMAN  COLONY.  UNIQUE  PROJECT 
near  center,  selection  of  prestigious  apart¬ 
ments,  various  sizes  .  Details:  Case  Di 
VeroS-  Tel  02-612424  oiism 

_ SITS.  VAC. 

AU  PAIR.  RESPONSIBLE,  non-smoking, 
lorhtxjsekeepirtgfchMcara.Uva-tnorotti. 
wonderful  home,  tr  02-870981.  oi»m 


TEL  AVIV 


DWELLINGS 

_ RENTALS 

NORTH,  BEAUTIFUL,  4-5  room  apart¬ 
ments.  long-term.  YAEL  REALTORS 
(MALDAN).  TEL  03-6425253.  aim 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

TAL  3&B  IN  TEL  AVIV,  bed  and  breakfast 
short  term  rental  In  Tel  Aviv  area.  Tel  03- 
322897.  03-5715172.  Tel/Fax  03-318575 
_  mem 

_ SERVICES _ 

HEBREW  CENTER.  Intensive,  private  les¬ 
sons.  AS  languages.  Tutoring  pupils.  Psy¬ 
chometric  preparations.  TeL  03-5227956; 
02-388383.  msw 


SITS.  VAC- 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 


ARE  YOU  AN  EuopearVSoutfi  Africander 
East  Girt??  We  have  Au  Pain/Nanry/Hous- 
keep  log  positions  throughout  the  country, 
long-term,  five -in/out.  Very  attractive 
wages.  Veronica  working  hours  Sun,  Tue, 
Wed  9-2pm  s  03-6190423.  AU  other  hours 
s  03-5771944. 

1  . .  1  ■  UMtO 

IMMEDIATE  jobs  available,  the  au  pair 
agency  with  a  difference  for  more  then  10 
years  now.  Cafl  Hflma  «  03-8659937. 

- - - - - - — —  014257 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  warm  and  gentle  Au 
Pair  needed  tor  generous  EngRsh  family, 
central  Tel  Avfv,  Live-In,  $750,  v  03- 
291748  (Jackie) 

■■  n  -  i  - — - -017078 

STAR  AU  PAIR  INTERNATIONAL  offara 
fobs  for  foreigners  immecfiaBty.  Tet  Avfv, 
England,  New  York.  Minimum  S950 
monthly.  *  03-201195. 

- — - — - - - 01431 

The  "BIG  AGENCY*  this  month  Is  Inviting 
35-45  lucky  FiEptoos  to  work  as  caregfrare. 
•If  you  are  interested  In  invBing  a  relative  for 
the  best  Job  with  very  good  conditions,  call 
us.  tr  03-54441779,  03-5441468.  07- 
712827. 


HOUSEKEEPER,  experienced,  reliable, 
non-smoker.  6  days  a  week,  fufl-irme.  Tet. 
03-6051226.  oiasa 


. _ GENERAL 

COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  ARTIST,  experi¬ 
enced.  +  secretarial  duties,  Engfeh  moth¬ 
er  tongue,  for  large  Tel  Aviv  trtsch  firm. 
A.V.T..Q3-371465.  mates 


DAN  REGION 


SITS.  VAC. 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

HIGH  WAGES!  Good  contfitiwis  for  pleas¬ 
ant  au-patr  +  lodgings  for  one  year.  03- 
5223969, 09-988464.  .' 

— - — - - - nun 

LOOKING  FOR  A  PLEASANT  FUJPtNA, 
five-out,  for  F.  1/2  days  a  week,  8  hours.  * 
09-562334.  own 


SHARON  AREA 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS _ 

HERZUYA  PrnjAH.  LUXURIOUS  VILLA, 
long-term.  Also  for  diplomats.  «  09- 
54CS94/  09-552692. 

.  SALES 

HERZLIYA  PiTUAH.  4  marts,  lacing  the 
sea,  $700,000.  Iltam  Real  Estate.  *r  09- 
589611. 

"" _  .  ■  —  —  01BKM 

CAESARIAl  Very  elegant  house  U  air  con- 
Stiorfngflieating,  central  unit  for  vacuum 
cteaning,  swimming  pool,  magnificent  gar¬ 
den!!  $750,000 Ter06-363261, 09-552692 

"*'  - -  bMm 

APARTMENT  IN  DANIEL  HOTEL,  tor  sale 
or  rent  Item  Realty.  09-589611. 

— 1  oim 9 

CAESAR1A,  LUXURIOUS  VILLA,  new, 
pool,  etc,  central  heating  +  vacuum  clean¬ 
ing.  sea  view,  $750,000.  06-383261/09- 


PLOT  FOR  SALE 

toqjfetartoprestigfousNcffcTefAwv. 

Can  be  bufit  on  acconfing  to 
•  buyer's  requirements, 
fcfeaf  for  embassy  or  consulate. 
For  details,  Fax.  03-558148. 
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WHERE  TO  GO 


JERUSALEM 

Conducted  Tours 

HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Tours  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  English,  daily 
Sun.-Thur„  11  ».m.  from  Bronfman  Re¬ 
ception  Centre,  Sherman  Administra¬ 
tion  Bldg.  Buses  4a,  9,  23,  26,  28.  For 
info,  call  882819. 

AMT  Women.  For  a  free  conducted 
tour  of  our  installations,  call  Jerusalem 
619222;  Tel  Aviv  5233154.  Houte:  8:00 
a.m.-1:3Q  p.m.,  Sun.-Thur. 

TEL  AVIV 


1H.  AVIV  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  Keith 
HaringOI  6th-19th  Cent  European  Ar- 
tOim  press  ionism,  Post-Jmpressiorv- 
ismOThe  School  of  ParisOThe  Moshe 
and  Sara  Mayer  ColLOSculptureO20th 
cent  Modem  Masters  -  Mizne-Blumen- 
tal  ColLOEdvard  Mupch, selected  print- 
sOlsraefi  Art  -  A  Historic  Presentation- 
❖From  New  Horizons  Onward. 
HELENA  RUBINSTEIN  PAVILION 
FOR  COfimPORAHY  ART.  Asim 
Abu-ShakraOThe  Motif,  of  Cactus  in  Is¬ 
raeli  Art  1910-1990.  Hours:  Weekdays 
10:00  a.m.-6  p-m.  Tuol,  10  #.m.-i0  p.ip. 
Fit.  Sat,  10:00  a.m.-2:00  pjn.  Art  Edu¬ 
cation  Center’ tel,  6919155. ' 
our.  To  visit  our  technological  High  ' 
Schools,  call  Jerusalem  513141;  Tel 
Aviv  5203222,  5203293;  Netanya 
823744. 

WBOlTo  visit  our  projects  call  Tel  Aviv 
6923819;  Jerusalem  256060;  Haifa 
388817. 

HAIFA 

WHAT'S  ON  IN  HAIFA,  dial  04- 

374253- 


GEIMERAL 
ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 


Jeniaalem;  Rina  Pharm,  31  David  Yel- 
lin,  383788;  Balsam,  Salah  e-Din, 
272315;  Shuafat.  Shualat  Road,  810108; 
iter  Aldawa,  Herod's  Gate,  282058. 

Tol  Aviv:  Hakirya,  19  Ibn  Gvirol, 
204650;  Kupat  Holim  Clalvt,  7-9  Amster¬ 
dam,  523-2383.  Till  3  a.m.  Wednesday: 
Ben -Yehuda,  142  Ben-Yehuda, 5223535. 
Till  midnight:  Superpherm  Ramat  Aviv, 
40  Einstein,  6413730.  . 

Ra'anona-Kfaw  Sava:  Markaz  Ra'an-  . 
ana,  120  Ahuza.  Ra'anana,  903798. 
Netanya:  Neat  S baked,  Ezorim  Com¬ 
mercial  Center,  352484.  • 

Krayot  area:  Mcrtzta'n.  64  Moshe  Go¬ 
shen,  Wryat  Motzkin,  737243. 

Haifa:  Derech  Hayam,  209  Derech 
Hayam,  371472. 

HanBya:  Cfal  Pharm,  Beit  Merfcazim.  6 
Maskrt  (car.  Sdarot  Hagalim),  Herziiya 
Phuah,  558472, 558407.  Open  9  a.ra.  to 

UmllnMe  iiiath  Clal  Pharm,  Ley  Hair 
MalL  570468.  Open  9  a.m.  to  10  P-m. 

duty  hospitals 

jmndaii:  Bikur  Hoiim  (internal,  ob¬ 
stetrics);  Shaare  Zedek  (surgwy.  ortho- 
pedics,  ophthalmology,  ENT);  Hadas- 
nh  Bin  Kerem  (pediatrics).  In  case  of 
heart  attack,  attempted  resuscitation, 
snake  bite  or  scorpion  sting,  go  imme- 
(Setely  to  nearest  hospital- 
Tel  Aviv:  Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center  (pe¬ 
diatrics),  Ichiknr  (internal,  surgery). 
Netanya:  Laniado. 

POLICE  100 

FIRE  -  102 

FIRST  AID  101 

Maoen  David  Aden*  ,  _ 

In  emergencies  dial  101  (HebrevriorSII 
(English)  in  most  parts  of  the  country.  In 

Aghkalon  551332  War  Sava  902222 

Piim  ulinbfl  274767  K.  5nmona  P**" 
fe£»XtthS23133  H*M'W\S}2333 
Dm  Region*  5793333  NKWIJJ*  < , 
Slat*  372333  ~ 

HKjgn*  09423333  Rehovot*  451333 
Haifa*  512233  Rtehon-*  864Z333 
Haizor*  920333  Sated  320333 
Hdon*  5S11111 

Jerusalem*  523133  Tiberias'  790111  _ 

*  Mobile  intensive  Care  Unit  (MtCU)  service  m 
the  area,  around  the  dock- 
Medical  heip  for  tourists  (m  English) 
177-022-9110 

Bum _ Emotional  First  Aid.  Jeruss- 

STeiOmTrfA^ 5461 111  * 

6961113).  Haifa  672222,  Beershe- 
ba  281128,  Natanye  625110,  Kan™e| 
SbOTQ,  Kfer  Sava  374555,  Hadera 

346789. 

mkm  he6hw>  for  bettered  women 

62-6141 1L  03-5461133  (also  in 
SS  07-376310.  08-550506  (also  m 

ta!?  Crisis  Center  (24  hours).  Tel 

SSS3E 

Inemaney  calls  24  hours  a  day.  for 
fofaSSfon  in  case  erf  poisoning- 


CRITIC'S  CHOICE 


ENGLISH  THEATER 

_ _ Helen  Kaye 

STORYTELLING,  anyone?  Yes  and  then 
some  with  the  UK’s  Besbt  Tellers’and  Telling 

R ®venmfi  °*,Jewish  «ones  from  acton 
Kobbie  Gnngras  and  Danny  Scheinmann.  They 
bring  the  stories  to  exuberant  life  in  a  perfor¬ 
mance  that  has  bad  audiences  stomping  their  feet 

^  Hong  Kong.  Today  at  the  Kfer 
Sava  Municipal  Auditorium  at  8:30  p.m. 

The  Six  Day  War  made  him  a  hero.  The  Yom 
Kippur  War  aimed  him  into  a  pariah.  HiDel 
Mittelpuakt  s  Gorodish  explores  Israel’s  journey 
trom  arrogant  euphoria  to  bewildered  disilJu- 
sionment  through  the  life  of  Maj.-Gen.  Shmuel 
CGorothsh)  Gonen.  On  the  Cameri  mainstage  at 
a:  JU  p.m.  (Hebrew  with  simultaneous  translation 
into  English) 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Helen  Kaye 

MAGIC  is  what  happens  onstage  whenever  Phi- 
lippe  Genty  and  his  wonderful  troupe  visit.  Drift¬ 
ing  won  the  the  UK’s  Olivier  Award  in  1992,  but 
is  making  its  first  showing  here.  Life-size  puppets 
share  the  stage  with  the  actors,  the  Manhattan 
skyline,  a  big  pink  plastic  fish  and  a  naked  lady, 
all  sprinkled  with  Genty  stardust.  Tonight  and 
through  January  2  on  the  Haifa  Theater  main- 
stage  at  8:30  p.m.  (non-verbal) 

HAPPENING 

_ _ Helen  Kaye _ 

HAIFA’S  Beit  Hagefen  Arab-Jewish  Cultural 
Center  has  organized  a  10-day  cultural  festival 
called  Days  of  Friendship  and  Brotherhood. 
Spread  around  the  galleries  and  stores  of  Wadi 
Nisnas  is  a  veritable  beanfeast  of  exhibitions  (80 
artist  are  on  show),  discussions,  crafts,  a  spice 
market,  workshops,  performances  and  street 
theater.  Every  day  has  a  special  event,  and  there 
are  guided  tours  around  the  galleries.  Today 
through  December  29.  Info:  04-525251/2. 

CLASSICAL  MUSIC 

Michael  Ajzenstadt 

FRENCH  early  music  ensemble  Les  Zephyrs 
performs  tonight  (8:30  p.m.)  music  by  Handel, 


Besht  Tellers  Robbie  Gringras  and 
Danny  Scheinmann  present  an  evening  of 
Jewish  stories  entitled  Telling  Tales.’ 

Telemann  and  Clairambault  at  the  Tel  Aviv 
Museum. 

David  Amram  leads  the  Ra'anana  Symphony 
ette  tonight  (8:30  p.m.)  in  a  special  program  with 
popular  singer/guitarist  David  Broza  at  the  Mann 
.Auditorium  in  Tel  Aviv. 

The  Haifa  Symphony  Orchestra  celebrates  its 
45th  season  with  a  festive  gala  conceit  tomorrow 
(8:30  p.m.)  at  the  Haifa  Auditorium  with  Sergiu 
Comissiona,  the  orchestra’s  first-ever  music  di¬ 
rector,  on  the  podium. 

The  program  features  Verdi's  La  forza  del 
destino  overture,  the  world  premiere  of  Zohar 
Kahila’s  Music  for  Strings :  1994,  De  Falla’s  The 
Three  Cornered  Hat  with  Susanna  Poretsky  as 
soloist,  and  Canadian  pianist  Louis  Lortie  per¬ 
forming  Rachmaninov’*  Second  Piano  Concerto. 

DANCE  ~ 


Michael  Ajzenstadt 

THE  Bat-Dor  Dance  Company  performs  tonight 
at  its  own  theater  in  Tel  Aviv  (8:30  p.m.)  Hans 
Van  Manen’s  In  and  Out,  Ivan  Feller-Ducach’s 
evocative  and  athletic  Enigma  and  Gigj  Caciu- 
leanu’s  striking  Cartoons ,  danced  to  the  music  of 
Saint-Saens's  Carnival  of  the  Animals. 


CINEMA 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE  The  Lost  Honor  of  Ka¬ 
terina  Bhon  7  ★  La  VMI  Homme  «t  L’en- 
fant  730  ★  LBce  Water  for  Chocolate 
930  -*  The  Teacher  9:30  G.G.  GIL  Jeru¬ 
salem  HaB  (Matin)  «  788448  Interview 
Will  the  Vampire*  The  Specialist  430. 
.  -7115,  9(45  *  The  Real  McCoy  4230.  7, 
'  .930  * Tbnacop 43Q,  7,930  *  Forrest 
Gump  430,  T.  9145  *  Natural  Bom  KflV- 
eta  430.  7,  930  *  Clear  and  Present 
Daiger  weekdays  4:15. 7. 9:45  JERUSA¬ 
LEM  THEATER  Lifetimes  7.  930  *  Ger¬ 
minal  6,  9  ORION  True  Lies  4:45.  6:45. 
9:15  *  The  Client  •Strawberry  and 
Chocolate  5.  7:15,  9:15  *  PrisdBa«The 
Shadow  5.  730.  930  RAV  CHEN  1-7  » 
792799  Credit  Card  Reservations  8 
794477  Rav-Mecher  BuikSng.  19Ha’oman 
SL.  Talptot  ChassrseGIlbert  GrapeeThe 
Siren’s  Song  •Nightmare  Before  Christ¬ 
mas  5. 730, 9:45  *  Four  Wbdtfings  and 
a  Funeral  5. 730. 9:45  *  Pulp  Fiction  4, 
7, 9>45  *  Renaissance  Man  5,  7:15, 9:45 
RON  1 -2  *  234704 1  Rabbi  Akh/a  St  Bad 
GMs*lt  Could  Happen  To  You  5,  730, 
930  • 

TEL  AVIV 

CINEMATHEQUE  Us  Wotof»  du  Bat  7 

★  Trots  Coieursfleu  930  ★  The  Es¬ 
sence  of  Green  Papaya  5,  730,  9:45 
DEKEL  a  5443200  94  Yehuda  Hamac- 
cafal  SL  ft  Could  Happen  To  You  730. 
9:45  DEENGOFF  1-3  *  200485  Dizen- 
goff  Center  Gilbert  Grape  11  a.m..  1,  3. 
5:15,  730.  9:45  *  Reservoir  Dogs  11 
ajn..  1, 3, 5:15. 730. 9>I5  *  Burnt  by  the 
Sun  11  ajnl,  4:15, 7  *  True  Romance  2, 
9:45  DRIVE  IN  The  CBent  10  *  Sex  Film 
12  midnight  GAN  HA’IR  Priscflia  5,  730, 
9A5  GAT  Renaissance  Man  445.  7:15, 
9:45  GORDON  The  Woman  Who  Made 
Sesame  00  6.  8  *  The  Diary  of  Nani 
Moratti  10  HAKOLNOA  ZOA  HOUSE  « 
6959341 28  Ibn  Gabirol  St  Tsahal  2  G.G. 
HOD  1-4  K  5228090  Hod  Passage,  101 
D'aengcfl  SL  Forrest  Gump  130.  430. 
7:15. 10  *  TIro«cop»Prlac8ia»T?ie  Spe- 
cUBst  130.  430,  730.  10  LEV  1-4  S 
5288286  Natural  Bom  KMere  4:45. 730. 
9:45  *  Ufeflmes.12.1S,  230;  5, 715. 9:45 

★  Raining  Stones  12  noon,  2,  4.  8  * 
Naked  10  *  Ladybird  12  noon,  2, 6  MAX¬ 
IM  Speed  7:15,  9:30  RAV-CHEN® 
5282288*  Otzangoti  Center  Pulp  Fiction 
1:15, 4:15, 7, 9*5  *  Bad  Girls  730. 9:45 

★  Chasers  1130  am.,  230, 5, 730. 9:45 

★  The  Siren's  Song  5, 730, 9:45  *  The 
Color  at  the  Night  1130  am.,  230,  5, 
730,  9:45  ★  RAV-OR  1-5  *  5102674* 
Opera  House  Serial  Mom«SIrens- 

★  Nightmare  Before  Christmas  5.  730. 
9.45  *  The  lion  King  (English  dialogue) 
730, 9:45  +  The  Lion  King  (Hebrew  (Sa- 
logue)  weekdays  5  *  Four  Weddings 
and  a  Funeral  4:45, 715, 9:45  G-G.  SHA- 
HAF  1-2  *  5271645  KBtar  Namk  Format 
Gump  450, 715, 10  *  The  C0MU5, 730, 
10  G.G.  TAYELET 1-3  «  5177952  2  Yona 
Hanavi  SL  The  Spedatist  5,  730.  10  ★ 
Clear  and  Present  Danger  •True  Lies 
430, 715, 10  G.G.  TEL  AVIV  «  5281181 
65  Plnskar  SL  The  Real  HcCoy«b^- 
vtew  With  the  Varaphe  5. 730. 10  *  The 
Shadow  weekdays  5,  730. 10  TEL  AVIV 

MUSEUM  «  696129727  Shaul  H^neW* 

Boulevard  The  House  of  Angels  5. 730. 
10  ZAFON  Germinal  4.  7.  9:45 

S5Sw  GAF^  AMAMI  a  325JS5  Bwnt 
by  the  Sun  6:45.  9:15  *  The  Housei* 
Angels  7.  9:15  ATZMON  1-5  a  673003 
Interview  With  the  VroipIre-Forrmrt 

SAMS'S 

CINEMATHEQUE^ 


F 

E 

R, 

D 

N 

A 

N 
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MOR 1-7  841 689S/B  Renaissance  Uen- 
•Gllbert  Grape*Bad  Girls  •Chasers. 
4^45.  7.  9:15  *  Four  Weddings  and  a 
Funeral  4:45. 7. 9:15  ★  Pulp  Fiction  630, 
915  *  Angels  4:45, 7  *  The  Color  of  the 
Night  9:15  RAV-OR  1-3  9  246553  Re- 
natesance  Man  430.  7.  915  *  Night¬ 
mare  Before  Christmas  4:45.  7.  9:15  * 
Gilbert  Grape  7,  9:15  *  Angela  4:45 

ARAD 

STAR  Four  WSdtflngs  and  a  Funeral 
7:1 5.  930  *  The  Spedatist  715,  9:45  * 
The  Color  of  the  Night  7:15.  930 
ASHDOD 

G.G.  GIL  The  Real  McCoy  •Interview 
with  the  Vampire* Foiw  Wedcfings  and  a 
Funeral  4:45, 7:15. 9:45  *  Forrest  Gump 
9:45  *  Angels  4:45,  7:15  *  Thnecop 
4:45,  715.  9:45 

ASHKELON 

G.G.  GIL  bitervtaw  with  the  Vampk- 
e»Tha  Rad  McCoy«Tlmecop*Th0  Spe¬ 
cialists,  7:15, 9:45  ★  Forrest  Gump  4. 7, 
9:45  RAV  CHEN  1-5®  71 1223  Bad  Glrfs- 
•Chassra*The  Color  of  the  Mght  5, 
730.  9:45  ★  Pulp  Hction  4.  7.  9:45  * 
Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  9:45  * 
Angels  5,  7:15 

BAT  YAM 

RAV  CHEN  «  5531077  Interview  with 
the  Vampire«Tha  Real  McCoy«Tima- 
cop  5.  715,  9:45  *  Chasers«The  Spe¬ 
cialist  5.  730,  9:45  *  The  Color  of  the 
Night  9:45-*  Bad  Girts  5.  7:15,  9:45  * 
Angels  5,  730 

BEERSHEBA 

G.G.GIL  Interview  With  the  Vampire 
430,  715.  9:45  *  The  Specialist  430, 
7:15,  9:45  ★  TlmBCOp  430,  7:15,  9:45  * 
Forrest  Gump  430. 7, 9:45  RAV-NEGEV 
1-4  Pulp  Fiction  4.  7,  9:45  *  It  Could 
Happen  to  You  9  A5  ★  Angels  5. 730* 
Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  5,  730, 
9:45  *  The  Color  of  the  Night  5.  730. 
9:45 

DIMOMA 
MOFET  Wolf  8 
HADERA 

LEV  1-4  2?  343555  Interview  WHti  The 
Vampire*  Natural  Bom  KDkjira  5,  7:15, 
9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  7,  9:45  *  Baby’s 
Day  Out  5  *  Four  Weddings  and  a  Fu¬ 
neral  5.  7:15.  930 
HERZL1YA 

COLONY  CINEMA  1-2  (MANDARIN)  « 
6902666  Forrest  Gump  730,  10:15  * 
Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  730.  10 
DANIEL  HOTEL  «  544044  THE  AUDITO¬ 
RIUM  Natural  Bom  KIHere  715,  9:45 
STAR®  589068  29  Sokolov  SL  The  Reel 
McCoy  530.  730,  9:45  *  Forrest  Gump 
7:15, 9:45  *  Interview  With  the  Vampire 
730,  10 

HOD  HASHARON 

MOFET  «  405616  The  Specialist  7:15. 

930 

KARMIEL 

CINEMA  1-3  9  887277 The  Spedatist  7. 
930  *  Pulp  Fiction  630,  9:15  *  True 
Lies  8:45.  930 
KFAR  SAVA 

G.G.  GIL  Interview  With  the  Vampire- 
•FOur  Weddings  end  a  Funeral  4:45. 
7:15, 9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  4:45. 7:15,  IQ 
*  The  River  Wild  4:45, 7:15, 9:45  *  The 
Real  McCoy  4:45. 7:15. 9:45  *  The  Color 
of  the  Night  9:45  *  Angels  4:45.  7:15 

K1RYAT  BIALIK 

G.G.  KIRYON  1-9  *  779166  Interview 
With  The  Vampire* Forrest  Gump  4:45, 

7,  930  *  When  a  Man  Loves  a  Woman 
4:45,  7,  930  *  TtinecopeThe  Real  Mo- 
Coy  4:45.  7.  930  *  Monkey  Troub- 
teeThe  Mask  4:45,  7  *  Baby's  Day  Out 
4:45.  7.  930  *  The  Specialist  4:45.  7. 
930 

K1HYAT  MALACH1  _  _ 

HAKIRYA  The  Specialist  5,  730.  930 


MOFET  The  Color  of  the  Night  715. 
930 

LOD 

STAR  The  Specialist  715,  930  *  Ace 
Ventura  7:1 5, 930  *  Naked  Gun  930  * 
The  Color  of  tha  Mght  7:15 

NAHARIYA 

"H  EC  HAL  HATARBUT  I  Love  Trouble  7. 
9:15 

NESS  ZIONA 

G.G.  GIL  1-4  a  404729  Interview  With 
The  Vampire  4:45, 7:15, 9:45  *  Tbnecop 
5,  7:15.  9:45  *  The  Real  McCoy  5, 7:15. 
9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  430,  7.  9:45 
NETANYA 

G.G.  GIL  1-5  S  628452  Interview  With 
The  Vampire*The  Real  McCoy  5.  715, 
9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  430,  7,  9:45  * 
Thnecop  5.  715,  9:45  *  The  Spedatist 
5.  7:15,  9:45  RAV-CHEN  1-4  «  618570 
Pulp  Fiction  4. 7,  IMS  *  Chasers  5, 730. 
9:45  *  Four  Waddnga  and  a  Funeral 
9*5  *  Angels  5.  715 
OR  YEHUDA 

G.G.  GIL  Thraeeonwlhe  Color  of  the 
Night*  It  could  Happen  to  You  5.  7:15, 
9:45  *  Aya  715, 9:45  *  Baby's  Day  Out 

5 

PETAH  T7KVA 

G.G.  HECHAL  1-3  S  9300844  Interview 
With  the  Vampire  5.  7:15,  9:45  *  Tha 
Real  McCoy  5,  715,  9:45  *  Furred 
Gump  430.  7, 9:45  G-  a  RAM  1-3  Time- 
cop  •Natural  Bom  Klllars*The  Color  of 
the  Night  5.  715.  9:45 
RA’ANANA  MOFET  When  a  Man 
Loves  S  Woman  730.  930  PARK  FOur 
Weddings  and  a  Funeral  5,  730,  10  * 
Interview  With  The  Vampire  5.  730,  10 

*  Forrest  Gump  7:15, 10  *  Baby's  Day 
Out  5  *  Renaissance  Man  5, 730,1 10* 
Threesome  5,  730,  9:45 

RAMAT  GAN 

RAV-GAN 1-4  ®  797121  Four  Weddings 
and  a  Funeral  •Renaissance  Man  5. 
715.  9:45  *  The  Shrerfs  Song  5. 730, 
9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  7, 9*5  *  Angels  5 
RAV-OAS1S 1-3  9  6730687  The  Color  Of 
the  Night  5. 730. 9.45  *  Interview  With 
The  Vampire  5.  7:15.  9:45  *  The  Rad 
McCoy  5,  730,  9:45 

RAMAT  HASHARON 

KOKHAV  9  5491979  When  a  Man  Loves 

a  Woman  7,  930 

REHOVOT 

CHEN  1-4  *465979  Interview  With  The 
Vampire* The  Siren’s  Song*T1macop 
715.  9:45  *  Prisdila  730,  9:45 
RISHON  LEZION 

HAZAHAV  Interview  Wtih  The  Vampire 
4:45,  7:15,  9:45  *  Into  the  WSsteThe 
Shadow  430.  7.  9:45  *  Clear  and  Pre¬ 
sent  Danger  weekdays  430,  7:15,  9:45 
RAV  CHEN  Pulp  Fiction  4,  7,  9*5  * 
Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  5.  730, 
9:45  *  The  Color  of  the  Mght  5,  730, 
9:45  *  Renaissance  Man  5.  7:15,  9:45 

RISHON  NEW  1ND.  AREA 

GAL  1-5  B  9619669  The  Real 
McCoyeThe  Specialist  4:45,  7:15,  9*5 

*  Angels  4:45,  715.  9*5  *  Tlmecop 
4:45, 7:15. 9:45  *  Bumf  by  the  Sun  430, 
7.  9:45  STAR  1-4  «  9619985-7  27  LJ- 
sh'mskySL  The  Color  of  the  Mght  9*A5* 
Baby’s  Day  Out  715  *  Tha  Siren's 
Song  7:15,  9:45  ★  R  Could  Happen  To 
You  715  *  Prisdtia  7:15, 9*5  *  PrtedF 
ta  7:15,  9:45  *  Bad  Girts  7:15 

UPPER  NAZARETH 
G.G  GIL  ft  06-561332  The  Color  of  the 
Night  •The  Special  «t»lntarvfew  with 
The  Vamp  Ire*  Aya  4:45,  7,  930  *  For¬ 
rest  Gump  4.  7,  9:45 

*  Tone  phone  reservations  0362S2244 
All  times  are  pjn-  unlees  otherwise 

indicated. 
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TELEVISION 


m CHANNEL  1 

6:30  Nsws  in  Arabic  MS  Cartoon 
7:00  Good  Morning  Israel 

■  EDUCATIONAL  TV 

8:00  Design  in  Europe  fic30  Literature 
8:55  Arithmetic  938  Musical  story 
9 :4S  .  Arabic  stories  9:56  Education 
News  Flash  10:00  Family  Rdations 
10:30  A  Matter  of  Tims  11:00  Sctence 
sndTechndogy  II^BSdence  11:35 
English:  Candy  Can  Do  It  11 M  Educa¬ 
tion  New*  Rash  12:00  Israali  geogra¬ 
phy  12:20  Science  12^46  Literature  of 
tha  World  13:30  Keep  Fit  13:65  Edu¬ 
cation  News  Flash  14.-00  Pingo  -  car¬ 
toon  14:05  Bananas  In  Pyjamas  -  bar- 
toon  14:15  Cartoon  14:30  Simon  and 
the  Witch  14:45  Storfas  of  Alton  Street 
15:00  Children's  current  affairs 
program 

■  CHANNEL  1 

15:30  Tom  and  Jerry  10:00  Zap  10 
One  16:55  Hebrew  language  comer 
17:00  A  New  Evening  17:35  Press 
Gang  18:00  Rug  rats  18:16  News  m 
English 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 

1&30  Apropos  19=00  News  In  Arabic 

WBREM  PROGRAMS 

19:30  All's  Chaos  in  tin  Family  20:00 
Mabat  20:55  Uvb  broadcast  of  Lotto 
results  21:00  Nine  Squared  -  game 
show  2130  A  Second  Look  —  Investi¬ 
gative  program  22:30  Entertainment 
with  Yair  Lap  id  23:30  News  magazine 
00:00  Love  At  First  Sight 

■  CHANNEL  2 

14:00  Zehu  Zeh  (rpt)  15:00  Rick  Flak 
16:00  The  Bold  and  the  Beautiful 
17:00  Reshef  at  Rve  17:30  Sports 
Magazine  18:00  Power  Ranger  -  ad¬ 
venture  18^30  Paradise  Beech  19:00 
AH  19:30  Who's  the  Boss 20=00  News 
2th30  Wheel  of  Fortune  21:05  Gabi 
Gazit  22:38  NYPD  Blues  23^0  Rim: 
Les  Valssuses  -  two  smalltime  scoun¬ 
drels  who  live  off  minor-  crimes  get 
caught  up  in  a  murder  case:  Starring 
Gerard  Depardieu  00:00  News  00:00 
Les  Valseuses  (continued) 

■  JORDAN  TV  (unofficial) 

17:00  French  programs  18:30  News 
in  French  19:00  News  in  Hebrew 
19:18  Nature  of  Things  19:30  News 
headlines  in  English  19:33  FBI:  Untold 
Stories  20:00  World  Echo  20:30 
Quantum  Leap  21:10  Cracking  the 
Code  22:00  News  in  English  22:20 
House  of  Eliott  23:10  Fly  by  Night 

■  MIDDLE  EAST  TV 

14:00  700  Club  14:55  Film:  Elizabeth 
of  Ladymeade  -  Comedy  drama  star¬ 
ring  Anna  Neagle  as  aristocratic  lady 
who  welcomes  home  four  husbands 
from  four  different  were.  Directed  by 
Herbert  Wilcox  (97  mins)  16:30  Mighty 
Mouse  16:55  Jonny  Quest  1720  Dan- 
germouse  17:45  Hying  House  18:10 
Documentary  19:10  Rescue  911 20:00 
World  News  Tonight  (Arabic)  20:30 
.CNN  Headline  News  21:00  America's 
Funniest  Home  Videos  21:30  Star 
Trek:  The  Next  Generation  22:30  Baby¬ 
lon  28:10  700  Club  00:00  Special 
Programs 


CABLE 


■  FAMILY  CHANNEL  (3)  ’ 

9:00  Local  browdcw*t-9:0O  One.Uftito 
Live  9:46. The  Young  and  tire  Restless 
lD:30r  Geests  in  the  living  Room 
11:00  I  Love  Lucy  11:30  Celeste 
12:15  Neighbors  12:40  Falcon  Crest 
13:30  Designing  Women  14:00  Israeli 


ACROSS 

7  A  game's  the  main  point  for 
a  defender  (9) 

8  Boats  in  a  hike  elsewhere 
providing  a  king  with  fish  (5) 

10  Entreaty  certain  to  produce 
agreeable  sensations  (8) 

11  Positive  declaration  about 
legislation  on  eggs  (6) 

12  A  legal  document  no  affected 
by  revolution  (4) 

13  Child  seeing  the  Changing  of 
the  Guard  (8) 

15  Bear  with  a  blemish 
following  us  around  (7) 

17  In  every  teacher  is  hidden 
treasure  (7) 

20  College  heavyweight  in 
Jamaica  (8) 

22  Remarkably,  Scots  may  be 
found  in  Runcorn  (4) 


Clips  14:15  I'll  Fly  Away  15:00  Topaz 
15:45  Knots  Landing  16:39  Neighbors 
17:00  Love  Boot  17:50  Israeli  Clips 
18:05  One  Life  to  Live  18:50  The 
Young  and  the  Restless  19:35  Local 
broedrast  20:00  Celeste  20:50  Falcon 
Crest  21340  Cheers  22:10  Seinfeld 
(long  episode)  23:00  Burke's  Law  - 
new  detective  series  23:45  Coach 
00:10  The  Commlsh  1:00  Murder  She 
Wrote 

■  MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4) 

10:30  Habitation  of  Dragons  (1982) 
(rpt)  12:05  Short  mows  13riM>  In  a 
lonely  Place  (1950)  (ipt)  14:35  This 
Girl  for  Hire  (1983)  (rpt)  16:10  Dung 
Life  (1986)  (rpt)  17:50  Crime  of  fnno- 
cance  (1985)  -  tough  judge  sentences 
two  young  women  to  a  harsh  jail  term 
to  teach  them  a  lesson  19:25  The  Man 
in  a  Brown  Suit  (1988)  (rpt)  21 :00  Year 
of  the  Gun  (1991)  -  thriller  directed  by 
John  Frankenhsimer  sat  In  Italy  in  the 
1970s  when  a  young  American  finds 
himself  involved  in  the  kidnap  and  mur¬ 
der  by  the  Red  Brigade  of  prime  minis¬ 
ter  A)  do  More.  22:50  Hardware  (1990) 
-futuristic  action  movie.  After  a  mideer 
war  a  broken  robot  rebuilds  itself  and 
goes  back  to  doing  the  job  it  was  pro¬ 
grammed  for.  killing  humans.  Staring 
Jon  Lynch  and  Iggy  Pop  00:25  London 
Kills  Me  (1991)  (rpt)  2:10  Track  29 
(1988)  (rpt) 

■  CHILDREN  (6) 

6:30  Cartoons  9:00  Cartoons  9:35 
Wild  West  C.O.W.  10:00  Oreon  and  Oli¬ 
via  10:35  He-Man  11:09  Family  Ties 
11:40  Beverly  Hills  90201  12:40  Ani¬ 
mal  Park  13:00  Cartoons  13:35 
Dreamstone  14:00  Three  Mouseke- 
taers  14:35  Once  Upon  a  Time  15:00 
He-Man  15:35  Saved  by  the  Bell  16=00 
Flying  Classroom  16:10  Beverly  Hills 
90210  17:05  Owt  TV  17:30  Tazmanis 
17:45  Hugo  18:05  Wild  West  C.O.W. 
18:30  Orson  and  Olivia  19:00  Car¬ 
toons  19:30  Three's  Company  20:00 
Married  with  Children  20:25  Hanging 
with  Mr.  Cooper  20^5  All  in  the  Family 
21:15  Law  and  Order 

■  SECOND  SHOWING  (6) 

22:00  Mignion  (1988)  -  Italian  drama. 
When  her  father  is  sent  to  jail  a  teenage 
girt  from  France  is  sent  to  Rve  with  her 
uncles  in  Italy,  but  her  high-class  lan¬ 
guage  and  her  fussy  manners  dash 
with  the  local  customs  23:40  The 
Strong  Man  (1926)  -  see  Pick  of  the 
Flicks 

■  DISCOVERY  (8) 

6KW  Open  University:  History  11:00 
Death  by  Design  12:00  Shadows -The 
Tragedy  of  Syrian  Jewry  13:00  Police 
Chiefs  14:00  Open  University  (rpt  of 
morning's  programs)  16:00  Death  by 
Design  17:00  Shadows  -  The  Tragedy 
of  Syrian  Jewry  18:00  Open  Urwvwdty 
(rpt  of  morning's  programs)  20:00  Pa¬ 
cific  Outdoors  20:30  Festivals  of  the 
World  21:00  Zulu  Legend  22:00  Tor¬ 
ture  23:00  Police  Chiefs  OOrtW  Open 
University  (rpt  of  morning's  programs) 

■  SUPER  CHANNEL 

7:00  Business  Insiders  7:30  NBC 
News  8:00  ITN  World  News  Live  8:15 
US  Market  Wrap  8:30  Business  Insid¬ 
ers  9:00  ITN  World  News  9:15  US 
Market  Wrap  9:30  Inside  Edition  10:00 
Super  Shop  11:00  Rofonda  12:00  Ri¬ 
vera  13:00  Today's  Business  13:30  FT 
Business  Today  14:00  Today  10:00 
The  Money  Wheel  18:30  FT  Business 
Tonight  19:00  Today 20:00 ITN  World 
News  Live  20:30  Executive  Lifestyles 
21:00  Entertainment  X-Press  21:30 
Best  of  Dateline  22:30  Inside  Edition 
23:00  ITN  World  News  Uve 23:30 The 
Tonight  Show  with  Jay  Leoo.00b30_ 
Real  Personal  1:00  FT  Business  To-’ 
night  .1:30  Nightly  News  with  Tom. 
Brokaw 

■  STAR  PLUS 

6:00  Donahue  7:00  EJ  Features  7:30 


25  Teacher  taking  people  to 
high  ground  (6) 

26  Gain  from  saving  in  concern 

(8) 

27  Inexperienced  but 

ecologically  sound  (5) 

'  28  Rubs  shine  in  or  rubs  shine 
oat  (9) 


DOWN 

1  Drink  after  swallowing  very 
soft  fruit  (5) 

2  Split  stick  (6) 

3  I  sang  due  to  change  in  part 
of  mass  (5,3) 

4  Goes  up  when  five  score 
goals  (7) 


Aerobics  8:00  Neighbors  8:30  Santa 
Barbara  9:30  The  Bold  and  the  Beauti¬ 
ful  10:00  Oprah  Winfrey  11:00  Riviere 
11:30  Yan  Can  Cook  12:00  Aerobics 
12:30  The  Sullivans  13:00  Small 
Wonder  133)  Ro  bo  tech  14:00  Teen¬ 
age  Mutant  Ninja  Turtles  14:30  Bat¬ 
man  15:00  E!  TV  1530  Neighbors 
16:00  M#A*S*H  16:30  Miniaariea: 
Mistral's  Daughter  (part  2  of  4)  1830 
The  Bold  and  tha  Beautiful  lSHlO  Santa 
Barbara  20:00  The  Twilight  Zone 
20:30  M*A*S*H  21:00  Baywatch 
22:00  El  TV  22:30  Neighbors  23:00 
Miniseriss:  Cellini  -  A  Violent  Life  (part 
3  of  3)  1:00  Perfect  Scoundrels 


RADIO 


■  VOICE  OF  MUSIC 

6rtM  Waking  to  Music  9:00  Sehein: 
Sacred  Concerts  Op  3  (Rheinischo  Kart- 
torei/Mustea  Pteta/Wilson)  ±10:10  Lo¬ 
cate!  IT:  VroTm  concerto  no  7;  Haydn: 
String  quartet  in  E  flat  op  20H  (Mosaic 
Or.  period  instruments);  Chopin:  2  Bal¬ 
lades,  in  F  op  38,  in  A  flat  op  47  {Gabri- 
lov)  ±11:00  Mozart:  Symphony  no  31 
"Paris'*  (18th  Cent/Bruggen);  Weber; 
Clarinet  quintet  op  34  (Brunner/Hagen 
Qt);  Beethoven:  Piano  sonata  no  32  In  C 
minor  op  111  (Solomon)  ±12:10  Wal¬ 
ton: -Cello  concerto  (Kerre! I/Birming¬ 
ham  SQ/Rattie);  Ravel:  Alcyone  canta¬ 
ta;  Shostakovich:  24  Preludes  op  34 
(Mustonen)  14:06  Encore  -  tenor  Jussi 
BJoerling  in  arias  and  Swedish  songs 
18:00  Schoenberg:  Suita  op  29  (Bos¬ 
ton  Chamber  Players);  Verdi:  Requiem 
(Rfcdarelli,  Verrett.  Domingo/La  Seals/ 
Abbado)  18:00  From  the  Recording 
Studio  -  Miriam  Mettzar  (soprano).  Ora 
Rotem-Neften  (piano).  R.  -Strauss:  6 
songs;  Haim  Alexander:  3  songs;  Schu¬ 
bert  6  songs;  Richard  R.  Bennett  5 
songs  from  A  Garland  for  Marjory  Flem¬ 
ing;  John  McCabe:  3  Folk  Songs  (with 
clarinetist  Yehuda  Golan i)  19:05  Krum- 
pboltz:  Harp  sonata  in  B  flat  (Mulrova); 
Schubert  Sonatina  in  A  minor  D385 
long  for  violin  arid  piano)  (Stoitzman, 
clarinet/ Good,  piano);  Faure:  Piano  bio 
in  D  minor  op  120  (Beaux  Arts);  Pou¬ 
lenc:  Intermezzo  no  2  in  D  flat  (Parkin, 
piano)  20:03  Palestrina  Mirrored  in  Iris 
Time  21:00  Nikolai  Demidenko  in  recit¬ 
al,  Wigmore  Hall,  London,  1993- works 
by  Voricek.  Haydn,  Scarlatti,  Schu¬ 
mann,  Mendelssohn,  Kalkbrsnner,  Bee¬ 
thoven -Liszt  Bern,  Buxtehuds-Prokof- 
lev,  Liszt,  Schubert  23:00  Golden 
Generation  -  Kathleen  Ferrier.  English 
folksongs;  Bach;  Aria  from  St  Matthew 
Passion;  Mahler  3  movements  from 
Das  Lied  von  der  Erde 

■  RADIO  3 

Music  all  day  and  night 

■  REKA 

18:00  News  in  English  18:15  News  In 
French  20:00  News 'm  Russian 

■  ARMY  RADIO 

5:02  Good  Morning  IDF  6:00  An¬ 
nouncements  6:05  University  of  the  Air 
-  Military  Ethics  6:30  Good  Morning 
Israel  7:07  Seven-O-Seven  8:00  Good 
Morning  Israel  9:05  It's  Difficult  in  the 
Morning  10:05  Right  Now  12:50  To¬ 
day's  Entertainment  13:00  Midday 
News  13:15  It's  Uncertain  15:05 
Someone  to  Talk  To  10:00  An  Hour 
Before  17:00  Good  Evening  Israel 
18:05  Economics  18:30  Eavesdrop¬ 
ping  20:00  Evening  news  -  Channel  2 
TV  broadcast  20:30  Legal  matters 
21.-05  David  Broza  Live  00:10  Night 
Birds  2:00  We  Don’t  Warn  to  Sleep 

■  ARMY  ON  WHEELS 

7:06  The  State  on  the  Way  9:06  Songs 
10:05.  Surf*  12:05  Air  Conditioning 
13:05  Stowers  14:05  Something  for 
the  Road  15:05  Program  with  Yoav 
Kutnar  16:05  Driving  Wisely  18:05 
Program  with  Lea  Qz  20:05  Below  the 
Belt  22:05  Good  Night 


5  Pour  Che  tea,  taking  trouble 
about  measure  (2,6) 

6  Everyone  I  upset  with 
banter  is  uncomfortable* 
(3,2,4) 

9  Forbidden  meat  a  butcher 
provides  (4) 

14  “True  men"  is  false  (9) 

18  Got  up  number  in  concert? 

(8) 

18  Ghostly  appearance  that  is 
difficult  to  forget  (8) 

19  Opposed  to  having  half  of 
Animat  over  in  the  West 
Indies  (7) 

21  High  water  is  found,  thanks 
to  the  navy  (4) 

23  Noted  singer  not  completing 
a  course  in  composition  (6) 

24  Queen  Elizabeth's  favourite 
county  (5) 


^  -ag 


SOLUTIONS 


sMBaaHBas  a 

□  asaaiiSQ 
□aamaamas  anacis 

□  saaatniaa 
D0QHDE]  assassins 
s  a  a  u  a 
sasnss  snasonmB 

s  □  □  □  a  □ 
snansass  aasaso 
s  0  □  a  □ 

aasasnaa  smasas 
aanaaaaa 
aaaniD  Q0[nsanaaa 
ssssaona 
s  sasQHsnaaaa 


Yestanter's  Quick  Solution 
ACSOSS:  1  Fane,  4  Stayed.  B  Regular, 
10  Trade,  u  ^ode,  U  Eternal,  13  Car; 

14  Trio.  1«  Eddy,  18  Aid,  SO  EnBata,  21 
Idle.  IMAiarro,  28  Eoxzutre,  26  Deemed. 
27  Irate  - 

DOWN:  1  Furore,  2  Rigid,  3  Bela,  5 
Tattered,  6  Yarned,  7  Deepty,  8  Qrdet; 
13  Consomme,  15  Relate  17  Regard. 
ISAahen,  19  Severe,  22  Drama.  28  Aati. 


QUICK  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1  Lodestone  (6) 

4  Masticated  (6) 

7  Impromptu  (9) 

9  Nub  (4) 

10  Close  (4) 

11  Chide  (5) 

13  Show  clearly  (6) 
14Tbxophiiite(6) 

15  Fame  (6) 

17  Confound  (6) 

19  Furious  (5) 

20  Long  story  (4) 

22  Blackthorn  fruit  (4) 

23  Covered  (9) 

24  Baby  swan  (6) 

25  Set  of  clothes  (6) 


Down 

1  Scanty  (6) 

2  Proximate  (4) 

3  From  that  point  (6) 

4  Dane  (6) 

5  Deserve  (4) 

S  Shilly-shally  (6) 

7  Spying  (9) 

8  Octuple  (9) 

11  (Sower  (5) 

12  Great  fear  (5) 

16  Bural  (6) 

16  Blockhead  (6) 

17  Small  restaurant 

(6) 

18  (They)  go  out  (6) 

21  Soon  (4) 

22  Transmitted  (4) 


■ 
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NEWS 


Tuesday,  December  20, 1994 


Interior  Ministry  data  on  citizens  Winter  storm 


winds  up  in  hands  of  private  firm 


POLICE  are  investigating  how 
computer  listings  of  the  came, 
age,  and  address  of  every  citizen 
-  information  normally  only 
held  by  the  Interior  Ministry  - 
have  ended  up  in  the  bands  of  at 
least  one  private  company.  • 

The  company,  Makbalit,  put 
the  information,  and  other  data 
normally  only  held  by  govern¬ 
ment  agencies  and  forbidden  for 
publication,  up  for  sale  on  CD- 
ROM  diskettes. 

But  Makbalit  recently  closed 
up  shop,  and  its  owners  went 
into  hiding,  after  getting  word 
they  were  suspected  of  wrong¬ 
doing,  according  to  Investiga¬ 
tions  Division  chief,  Cmdr. 
Yossi  Levy. 

He  said  that  about  10  days 


BILL  HUTMAN 


ago,  police  began  probing  what 
appears  to  be  a  serious  breach  of 
the  privacy  laws. 

The  company  probably  re¬ 
ceived  most  the  information 
from  registers  of  voters  that 
were  lent  by  the  Interior  Minis¬ 
try  to  political  parties  preparing 
for  last  year’s  municipal  elec¬ 
tions.  according  to  sources  in¬ 
volved  in  the  case. 

The  registers  are  lent  to  the 
parties  before  every  election,  on 
condition  that  they  are  not  cop¬ 
ied  or  turned  over  to  others,  the 
sources  added. 

They  said  it  is  believed  that 
the  registrars  have  previously 
been  copied  and  sold  to  private 


companies  interested  in  the  in¬ 
formation.  However,  new  CD- 
ROM  technology  used  in  the 
last  election  made  the  registers 
more  open  to  misuse. 

“The  investigation  has  just 
gotten  underway,”  Levy  said. 
“There  is  still  no  certainty  that 
the  Interior  Ministry  or  any  po¬ 
litical  party  is  involved.” 

An  answering  machine  took 
all  calls  to  Magbalit  yesterday, 
and  calls  were  not  returned. 

About  a  year  ago,  the  Justice 
Ministry  opened  its  own  probe 
into  an  anonymous  complaint 
that  Interior  Ministry  popula¬ 
tion  records  had  been  illegally 
copied.  The  little  information 


Armenian  FM:  Peace  process  can  teach  others  a  lesson — 


THE  Middle  East  could  serve  as  an  example 
to  the  Caucasus  on  how  to  solve  differences 
between  states,  Armenian  Foreign  Minister 
Vaban  Papazian,  who  is  presently  visiting  Is¬ 
rael,  said  yesterday. 

Papazian,  who  was  speaking  at  a  luncheon 
in  his  honor  given  by  Foreign  Minister  Shi¬ 
mon  Peres,  said  that  Armenia  was  watching 
the  Middle  East  peace  process  carefully  and 


HAIM  SHAPIRO 


hopefully.  The  conflict  in  the  Caucasus  was 
similar  to  that  in  the  Middle  East,  he  said. 

During  the  visit,  the  two  leaders  also  signed 
an  agreement  for  cultural,  educational  and 
scientific  cooperation  and  an  agreement  to 
hold  political  consultations.  The  two  coun¬ 
tries  are  also  expected  to  reach  an  under- 


Coalition  readies  for 
Knesset  budget  battle 


Kinkel  announces  new 
EU  accord  with  Israel 


DAN  IZENBERG 


HOPING  to  prevent  a  repeat  of 
last  year’s  bitter  internal  budget 
battles,  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin  asked  all  coalition  MKs  to 
arrange  their  proposals  for 
changes  in  tee  1995  budget  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  appropriate  ministry  and 
present  them  by  tonight. 

The  MKs  will  meet  with  the  ap¬ 
propriate  minister  and  Finance 
Minister  Avraham  Shohat  to  dis¬ 
cuss  each  proposal,  Rabin  said  at  a 
special  gathering  of  coalition  MKs 
yesterday. 

"I  know  everyone  represents  a 
sector,  and  primaries  are  looming 
and  there  may  be  dashing  inter¬ 
ests,”  be  said.-  “Sometimes  there 
are  differences  between  me  and 
the  foreign  minister  or  the  finance 
minister,  but  we  work  together.” 

Rabin  kept  stressing  the  need 
for  a  budget  which  would  facilitate 
economic  growth.  “Working  to¬ 
gether,  we  can  cope  with  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  inflation  and  see  to  con¬ 
tinuing  growth,  which  is  tee  main 


target.  The  more  we  grow,  tee 
more  we  will  be  able  to  provide  for 
the  various  needs  of  society.” 

Rabin  also  said  the  government 
had  to  find  ways  to  lighten  tee 
burden  on  tee  mkfdle-income  sec¬ 
tor  following  passage  of  the  na¬ 
tional  health  insurance  and  capital 
gains  tax  laws. 

Shobat  said  tee  budget  foresaw 
growth  of  7  percent-8  percent  in 
1995,  and  said  the  extra  income 
would  provide  solutions  to  the  un¬ 
employment  problem  and  the 
costs  of  infrastructure  and  educa¬ 
tion. 

Shohat  called  on  the  MKs  to 
work  out  their  demands  while  tee 
budget  is  stflj  in  tee  Finance 
Committee,  and  urged  them  not 
to  present  amendments  to  the  bin 
when  it  comes  up  for  final 
reading. 

The  budget  debate  in  the  ple¬ 
num  is  scheduled  for  next  Mon¬ 
day,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday. 


BRUSSELS  (Reuter)  -  The  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  has  reached  “agree¬ 
ment  in  principle”  with  Israel  on  a 
new  cooperation  accord,  German 
Foreign  Minister  Klaus  Kinkel 
said  yesterday. 

But  EU  and  Israeli  sources  gave 
no  details  of  the  accord  which  fol¬ 
lowed  weekend  telephone  con¬ 
tacts  between  the  EU’s  German 
presidency  and  Foreign  Minister 
Shimon  Peres. 

One  Israeli  source  said  that 
some  issues  which  had  been  caus¬ 
ing  difficulty  would  still  have  to  be 
discussed  in  the  new  year  under 
the  French  EU  presidency. 

These  would  include  Israeli  re¬ 
quests  for  access  to  bid  for  EU 
government  contracts  in  the  tele¬ 
communications  sector  in  order  to 
reduce  Israel's  trade  deficit  with 
tee  EU. 


According  to  Israeli  statistics, 
tee  deficit  is  likely  to  hit  S6  billion 
this  year,  up  from  S5_5  billion  in 
1993. 

The  new  accord  with  Israel 
would  replace  a  1975  agreement 

The  EU’s  German  presidency 
had  hoped  to  oonclude  tee  agree¬ 
ments  with  Israel,  Tunisia  and  Mo¬ 
rocco  before  tee  end  of  this  year. 

This  goal  was  partly  to  drive 
home  tee  political  point  that  the 
EU  is  not  forgetting  its  Mediterra¬ 
nean  neighbors  as  it  prepares  to 
admit  east  European  countries  as 
EU  members. 

Kinkel  told  a  news  conference 
after  a  Tegular  EU  foreign  minis¬ 
ters’  meeting  yesterday  that  minis¬ 
ters  had  approved  a  mandate  for 
the  European  Commission  to  start 
negotiating  a  cooperation  agree¬ 
ment  with  Egypt 


Winning  cards 


In  yesterday’s  Mifal  Hapayis  daily  Chance  card  draw,  tee  lucky  cards 
were  the  seven  of  spades,  queen  of  hearts,  king  of  diamonds,  and  seven 
of  clubs. 


hail  and  sleet  in  its 


t. f-V. ^  f 


discovered  was  turned  over  to 
police. 

The  entire  case  received  no 
publicity  until  last  week,  when 
justice  Minister  David  Liba'i, 
answering  a  months  old  parlia¬ 
mentary  question  from  MK 
Benny  Temkin  (Meretz),  said  a 
probe  was  underway. 

Haim  Klugetnan,  director-gen¬ 
eral  of  the  Justice  Ministry  and 
chairman  of  the  tee  Public  Right 
to  Privacy  Council,  said  the  case 
reflects  a  dangerous  trend. 

“People  simply  are  not  aware 
of  the  seriousness  of  the  situa¬ 
tion.”  he  said,  noting  teat  much 
of  the  information  allegedly  ille¬ 
gally  taken  from  the  Interior 
Ministry  could  be- compiled  from 
legal  sources. 


WINTER  tightened  its  grip  on 
the  country  yesterday  as  heavy 
snow  fell  on  Mt.  Hermon  and 
sleet,  hail,  an  rain,  swept  other 
parts  of  the  country.  . 

Strong  winds,  gusting  up  to 
gale  force  at  times,  uprooted 
trees  in  several  places  but  there 
were  no  reports  of  any  major 
accidents.  The  road  to  Mt.  Her¬ 
mon  was  closed  dne  to  snow 
storms  and  traffic  jams  were  re¬ 
ported  on  many  highways  be¬ 
cause  of  the  weather  conditions. 

Light  snow  fell  on  northern 
peaks  in  the  Galilee  last  night, 
including  Mt.  Meron  and  Safed. 
as  well  as  in  Hebron  earlier  in 
the  day. 

The  meteorological  service 
said  there  was  a  chance  of  snow 
in  hilly  central  regions,  includ- . 
mg  Jerusalem,  last  night  al¬ 
though  tee  cold  weather  front 
was  moving  on. 

In  the  north,  tee  Tanur  (Na- 
hal  Ayoun)  Nature  Reserve  was 
closed  to  visitors  because  trails 
had  been  washed  away  by  Qood- 


DAVID  RUDGE 


waters.  Visitors  were  also  ad¬ 
vised  to  steer  dear  of  the  Hatz- 
baneh  reserve,  for  similar 


reasons. 

Staff  at  tee  Mt.  Hermon  ski 
ate  said  over  1.5  meters  of  snow 
had  accumulated  on  the'  peak 
and  about  80  centimeters  oh  the 
lower  slopes.  .  . 

They  said  tee’  site  would  be 
■  opened  for  skiing  -later  this 
week,  for  tee  first  time,  this  ■ 

season.-  .  -  - 

More  than  10,000 viators  wish¬ 
ing  to  see  and  play  in  tee  snow 
have  already  made  tee  trek  to  the 
snow-capped-  mountain  in  the 
past  few  weeks,  although  tee  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  snow  was  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  open  ski  .runs. 

A  small  village  in  the;  Upper 
Galilee  was  cut  off  for  a  short 
time  yesterday  due  to.  flooding.. 
YitzhakEIi,  bead  of  the  Meyo’ot 
Hermon  Regional  Council  ,\  said 
the  only  access  to  the  settlement, 
known  s  Karkoum,  was  via  a 


Yi’ud  cleared 
to  join 


government 


DAN  IZENBERG 


THE  way  was  finally  open  for 
Yi’ud  to  join  the  government 
yesterday,  when  the  coalition 
defeated  a  Tsomet  no-confidence 
motion,  and  then  passed  an 
amendment  to-  the  Basic  Law: 
Government,  enabling  members 
of  breakaway  factions  to  become 
ministers. 

The  vote  on  the  no-confidence 
motion  was  60  to  44  and  the 
law  passed  by  a  vote  of  59 
to  49. 

Israel  Radio  reported  that 
Yi’nd  faction  chairman  Gonen 
Segev  will  be  appointed  Energy 
Minister,  while  Alex  Goldfarb 
will  be  Deputy  Interior  Minis¬ 
ter. 


Four  die  on  roads 


AMIR  ROZENBUT  and  Him 


FOUR  people-  were  killed  and  one  was  injured  in  traffic 
accidents  around  the  country  yesterday. 

A  woman,  25,  was  killed  near  Hadera  when  the  car  in  which 
she  was  traveling  veered  and  crashed  into  an  electrical  pole. 
The  driver  suffered  light  to  moderate  injuries.  . 

In  Rishon  Lezioti,  a  woman  was  hit  by  a  minibus  and  tolled 
while  crossing  a  street  with  herson.  A  motorcyclist,  20,  was  hit 
by  .a  bus  and  killed  inTel  Aviv.  The  bus  driver  was  detained  by. 
police  for  questioning. 

An  Ethiopian  inmrigraht,  78,  suffered  fatal  injuries  when  he. 
was  hit  by  a  bus  in  Beefsheba.  He  died  in  Soroka  Hospital- 

Haim  Shapiro  adds: 

Many  relatively  new  cars  are  unsafe  for  winter  driving, 
according  to  the  Israel  Garage  Association,  which  is  Winning  a 
campaign  for  drivers  to  have  their  cars  checked  for  the  winter; 
According  to.  the  association,  which  says  that  tens  of -thou¬ 
sands  of  car  owners  have  already  had  their  cars  checked,  the 
police  and  Transport  Ministry,  are  to  conduct  spot  checks  on 
the  highways  to  ensure,  that  cars  are  roadworthy. '  Unsafe  cars, 
will  not  be  allowed  to  continue  and  their  drivers  will  be  fined 
NIS150. 


Armenian  Foreign  Minister  Vahan  Papazian  and  Foreign  Minister  Shimon  Peres  shake  hands  after  signing  agreements  in 
Jerusalem  yesterday  for  cultural,  economic  and  scientific  cooperation  and  agreeing  to  hold  political  consultations. 

(Yitzhak  Elharar/Scoop  80) 


Non-profit  organization  director 


declared  state’s  witness  at  Deri  trial 


standing  concerning  cooperation  in  the 
spheres  of  agriculture,  energy,  trade  and  in¬ 
dustry,  health,  aviation,  protecting  invest¬ 
ments  and  preventing  double  taxation. 

Papazian,  who  is  accompanied  by  the  Ar¬ 
menian  Agricultural  Minister  and  Central 
Bank  Governor,  also  visited  Yad  Vashem  and 
met  with  leaders  of  the  local  Armenian 
community. 


.  AVRAHAM  Hecht,  tee  director  of  the  Moreshet 
Binyamin  non-profit  organization  eccusedof  brib¬ 
ing  MK  Aiyeh  Deri,  was  declared  a  state's  witness 
yesterday  in  exchange  for  the  prosecution’s  agree¬ 
ing  not  to  file  charges  against  him. 

When  yesterday’s  session  of  the  trial  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem  District  Court  opened.  Judge  Miriam  Naor 
asked  why  no  indictment  had  been  filed  against 
Hecht.  Prosecutor  Yehoshua  Resnick  told  her 
that  no  indictment  would  be  filed,  and  he  would  be 
granted  immunity  in  exchange  for  his  testimony. 

Judge  Ya'acov  Tzemach  said  the  announcement 
made  Hecht  a  state’s  witness,  and  Resnick  agreed. 
However,  Hecht  grew  visibly  upset  over  tee  decla¬ 
ration.  and  said  he  “denies  everything.” 

The  judges  then  asked  Resnick  to  explain  what 
he  meant  by  declaring  Hecht  a  state's  witness 
Following  Resnick's  explanations  and  a  discussion 
with  Hecht  and  his  lawyer,  Hecht  agreed  to  his 
new  status  and  began  testifying. 

However,  his  testimony  will  be  deemed  inad¬ 
missible  if  the  prosecution  fails  to  present  evi¬ 
dence  supporting  it. 

Hecht  told  Resnick  he  had  not  come  to  a  pro* 


trial  prepiriCOryr  irieetin^;  with  tee^pifotfeeation 
becauseroe  bad  been*' hassled” and-sutamoafed  to 
court  eight  times  for  meeting  that  were  canceled.. 
He  added  that  the  police  threatened  him.  and 
questioned  him  under  warning  during  his 
-interrogation. 

Hecht  claimed  that  since  he.  was  involved  with 
the  organization’s  finances,  be  bad  no  information 
about  its  contacts  with  land  dealer  Shmuel  Einav, 
who  negotiated  with  the  Arab  who  sold  the  group 
tee  Nebi  Samwil  land.  He  said  the  company  had 
given  Einav  NIS  1.8  million  for  the  land,  but  had 
not  received  all  tee  land  it  had  paid  for.  - 

Asked  about  a  mediation  agreement  signed  be¬ 
tween  Einavand  the  group,  Hecht  said  he  kiiew 
nothing  about  it.  ■ 

“Search  your  memory’,  it’s  hard  for  me  to.  be¬ 
lieve  that  you  were  [only]  involved  in  finances  or 
that  you  don’t  remember  details  of  the  agree¬ 
ment,*’  said  Tzemach.  When  Hecht  started  leafing 
through  documents  presented  to  the  court.  Res¬ 
nick  asked  him  to  stop.,  saying  he  was  not  prepared 
for  tee  trial  ’because  he  had  not  come  to  tee  pre¬ 
trial  meeting.  (Itnn) 


Police  drop  case  against  ‘Davar’ 


THE  police  decided  yesterday  to 
close  the  case  against  Davar'due 
to  a  lack  of  evidence  and  public 
interest. 

Histadrut  Chairman  Haim  Ra¬ 
mon  bad  filed  a  complaint  with 
the  police  against  Davor’ s  man¬ 
agement  in  September  charging 
“acts  bordering  on  the  criminal” 
in  press  briefings  and  public 
assemblies. 

Ramon,  who  bad  announced 
his  intention  to  dose  the  Hista- 
drut-owned  newspaper  down  as 
soon  as  he  was  elected  Histadrut 
chairman,  charged  Davor' s  man¬ 
agement  with  grave  finandai  ir¬ 
regularities,  including  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  management  or  board 
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of  directors. 

The  charges  included  failure  to 
keep  protocols,  failure  to  report 
the  newspaper’s  finandai  records 
for  the  years  1991-1993,  failure  to 
report  the  paper’s  income  for 
these  yearn  to  the  tax  authorities, 
and  the  absence  of  detailed  docu¬ 
mentation  concerning  the  subsi¬ 
dies  which  the  Histadrut  had  giv¬ 
en  Davor ;  totaling  some  NIS  10 

million  annually 

Davor  maintained  that  all  the 
charges  are  groundless,  as  those 
responsible  for  the  newspaper,  its 
operation  and  finandai  situation 
are  the  Histadrut  leaders  teem- 
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selves.  The  Histadrut  neglected 
to  appoint  a  director  -general  or 
board  of  directors  for  the  news¬ 
paper  for  years,  and  consequent¬ 
ly  did  not  get  tee  reports  it  should 
have  received  from  these  bodies. 

The  management  further  not¬ 
ed  that  Davar,  as  one  of  the  His¬ 
tadrut ’s  companies,  was  subject¬ 
ed  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  Histadrut 
comptroller. 

Davor’s  Action  Committee 
member  Efraim  Davkh  yesterday 
presented  Ramon  with  tee  news¬ 
paper’s  journalists*  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  »xter  into  talks  with  French 
millionaire  Jean  Friedman  over 
Davor’s  purchase.  The  recommen¬ 
dation  was  also  handed  to  Hista¬ 
drut  Treasurer  MK  Hahn  Oron 
and  Trade  Union  Section  Chair¬ 
man  MK  Amir  Peretz. 

Histadrut  Treasurer  Oron  last 
week  presented  the  journalists 
with  two  proposals  to  buy  the 
newspaper,  one  by  Netanya  busi¬ 
nessman  Yitzhak  Tshova  and  tee 
other  by  Friedman.  The  latter 
was  voted  the  more  serious  pro 
posal  by  a  majority  of  journalists 
after  a  stormy  general  assembly 
on  Sunday. 

According  to  Friedman’s  offer, 
the  journalists  of  the  new  paper 
will  own  20%  of  its  shares  and 
will  be 'signed  on  a  collective 
wage  agreement.  The  newspaper 
would  take  on  at  least  70  of  Da¬ 
var  s  150  workers,  at  least  52  of 
them  journalists,  who  would 
maintain  their  professional  status 
and  wage  terms. 
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dirt  read  teat  had  once  been  n$qa 
by  heavy  IDF  Vehicles  gpipg  up 
to  tee  Golan-  .  _■  ■  • 

••“Every  time  there  is  .heuyy 
rain,  the  dirt  road  is  flooded  and 
tee  residents  arecar  off. /The.  vil¬ 
lage  is^thiec.  kilqmetersfrom  the 
nearest  paved  road  and.it  would 
cost  NIS  5  million  to  haven’t 

properfy  surface^  which  tee  peo¬ 
ple  theihselves  cannot  affonP- 
said  Eli-..  ...  -’ ’  /  -  • 

He  said  the  regional  council 
tad  appealed  to  the  Treasury  to 
gi  ve,  tee  Housing  Ministry  special 
tending,  to  enable  “this  essential 
work  fo.be  carried  out.’* ;  -- 
•;  Severe  flooding  was  al^o  re¬ 
ported  in  several  places. in  tew 
south,  especially  in  the  Arava 

where  roads  were  ait  and  motor¬ 
ists  were  stranded  for  long 

periods.  ;  :  . 

The  Beit  pagan  weather  bu¬ 
reau  said  the  wet,  gusfy  condi¬ 
tions  would  gradually  die  out  to- 
’  night  and  be  replaced  by  partly 
cloudy  weather  tomorrow  with  a 
alight  rise  in  temperatures. 
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CHRISTMAS  TREE  FOR  SALE 
Beautiful  Cedar  of  Lebanon, 

-  height  2.25  m. 

NIS  500,  including  delivery  to 
your  door.  . 

Tel.  06-981788.  ' 


5: “w 
W.-'i:  r\  V 


